»er 3 / (opposition blasts Lebanon media law 


y^faJAS, Lebanon (R) — Abom 2.500 Lebanese 
protesters' took part in a weekend gathering near 
Beirut toprotest a government decision to ban dozens 
0 f private television and radio stations. Citizens, 
media workers, unionists, parliamentary deputies and 
political party representatives took pan in the meeting 
held on Saturday and Sunday at a convent in the 
coastal town of Amelias. 10 kilometres north of 
Beirut They demanded the cancellation of a new law 
under which the government ordered dozens of 
Lebanon’s many private radio and television stations 
to close by Nov. 30 and licensed only a handful of 
stations mostly owned by officials. Live performance 
of local popular singers and musicians attracted hun- 
dreds of Lebanese families to the gathering where 
they signed a huge petition “vowing to defend rights 
and liberties in Lebanon.” 
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Israel plans new settlement near Ramallah 

OCCUPIED JERUSALEM (AFP) — The Israeli govern- 
ment wants to build a new settle ment for ultra-orthodox 
Jews north of Ramallah in the West Bank, Israeli state 
radio announced Sunday. The project, put forward by the 
Housing Ministry, would involve the construction of 2,000 
new houses, said the radio. The Ministry of Defence has 
final say on issues affecting new settlements in the West 
Bank or Gaza Strip, and the Palestinians consider the cur- 
rent right-wing Israeli government's policy of expanding 
settlements an obstacle to peace. Last week the Yediot 
Aharonot newspaper, quoting Defence Ministry officials, 
said government approval had been given for construction 
of 8,200 more houses in the West Bank. A Defence Min- 
istry spokesman confirmed that approval had been given 
for building in new sections of the Modiin area, but he 
declined to say how many units were involved. 
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King meets 


jromote ** Maronite bishops 

sex eduta?* • 
said, -i, * AMMAN (Petra) — His 
pportunin ' * Hussein 

ons wj|h * Sunday received at the 
Accord im, n - Royal Court Bishop Rolan 
ci Vl Abu Joudeh, deputy bead 
the of the Maronite church and 

i.coni* ° Maronite bishop in Jordan 

i by Am ^ ar» d 1116 Holy Bou " 

n “ouuJ^ (os Sayyah who conveyed 
id Yah. in* ■ w the King a message from 
ch encine i* Nasrallah Sfeir. 

“site * v 'The message contained 
11 k patriarch Sfeir’s greetings 
id the King and apprecia- 
tion of bis efforts to sup- 
port the Lebanese. Attend- 
ing the audience were 
Prime Minister Abdul 
. Karim Kabariti and His 
star 1 • Royal Highness Prince 
5 btmked j 11 * Hamzeh Ben A1 Hussein. 

7^n\nZ Envoy sworn in 

e C ThP [l 'i l AMMAN (Petra) — The 
e of newly-appointed ambas- 
u sador at foreign ministry 

ti’ ni >, creF ' 1 Omayyah Touqan was on 
r.frk "Tt" Sunday sworn in before 
jn *l His Majesty King Hussein 
a oei\\«nfc at the Royal Court as Jor- 
t-cn unc*. ambassador to Bel- 
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CAIRO (AFP) — Egyptian 
President Hosoi Mubarak 
and his Syrian counterpart 
Hafez A1 Assad are expected 
to meet soon to discuss the 
latest developments in the 
Middle East peace process, 
the Egyptian news agency 
MENA reported Sunday. 
MENA, In a dispatch from 
Damascus quoting diplo 1 
made sources, said the meet- 
ing could take place after the 
G-15 summit of developing 
nations which is currently 
taking place in Harare. Mr. 
Mubarak is attending the 
summit. It did not say where 
the Mubarak-Assad meeting 
would take place. MENA 
said the talks would cover 
recent visits to the Middle 
East by French President 
ripi> oil the b- Jacques Chirac and Russian 
ie and per-^ Foreign Minister Yevgeny 
to the lilt ® 1 Primakov., 
torn ihev*'-: 

i he •n-iine-fjSaudi executed 

pn-rfit RIYADH ( AFP) — A Saudi 
man convicted of murder 
was beheaded by sword on 
Sunday in the western city 
of Jeddah, the Saudi Interi- 
or Ministry said. Mahmoud 
Ben Mohammed Ben 
. Ahmad was convicted of 
PON 'Ab murdering another man dur- 
5 . ing an argument, it said in a 

jnri' 1 ^ statement read out on offi- 
ie orre>) rial radio. The execution 
onnecnonj was the 45th carried out 
inn I neriOik* ^ Beginning of the 

E\pre" year in Saudi Arabia. 

ibl> British firms broke 
l! ^ Libya embargo report 

to * ,li 

place ;n LONDON (AFP) — British 
ine'- ll1 ' v lV £ companies, including a sub- 
Now j^.sidfaiy of the electronics giant 
ji' Philips, supplied millions of 
cdnc'^ 1 -- dollars worth of equipment to 
j,aiJ in 3 , ni g die Libyan Defence Ministry 
jn\C' ll r J ^ in violation of international 
j ,-iui sanctions, the Sunday Times 
icc- l ^. fspwttd- Quoting engineers 
the involved in the project, worth 


loe.fl'*' 

t for 
■d fraud 


cam 
ih loiii? 
the 


ih.u i % 3-2 million pounds ($5 mil 

. .!.»!' l1 ‘ . linn! iha nrertOTW coiH the 




Bill 


rti< 


bon), the newspaper said the 
Trade and 


Department of 


jj Industry and Customs were 
“misled” into believing that 

.ipd commun ' cat ’ ons 

* ||1 ^- nwii and other material sent 

a ^ lJ)l .p. !^ni British ports to Tripoli 

•J for L, ’ n /\| 5 ' ' M€K “maritime safety.” In 
j, aC t-e° l Li f3CJ * the paper said, the project 
" i ff • Was commissioned by Libya's 
v ill’ iii armc ^ forces to update the 
' CQfnmunications systems 

jhai u land military' bases 

^ jit. - ^ Libyan warships. A 
jLjui i n 'i ' m H^okesman for Philips, the 
! - ^.ur group whose subsidiary 
nu'^’ eastern Eng- 
u ' t ' was involved in the con- 
lU | [u , admitted thanhemater- 

. ,i|\ * 3 ’^ was exported to the Libyan 

fcriic *. 1 |i:‘f arn ®^ forces and could have 
" .’nd v ^[ J * 1 ^military application. But 
; j Jj n . > ,;i ^ I* said: “If it was used for mi 1 - 


for? 


ilaty purposes. Philips has 


aii^ • ^misled-” 


Primakov ends visit 
saying Arabs want 
greater Russian role 


By P.V.Vivekanand 
Jordan Times Staff Reporter 

AMMAN — Russian For- 
eign Minister Yevgeny Pri- 
makov on Sunday ended a 
Middle East visit after 
describing a defusing of 
Israeli-Syrian tension as 
one of the major achieve- 
ments of his swing through 
the region and saying the 
Arabs wanted a stronger 
Russian role in the Mideast 
peacemaking. 

The Russian minister also 
told a press conference that 
the full potential of Jordan- 
ian-Russian economic rela- 
tions was not being 
realised. He emphasised the 
role of “joint institutions” 
in strengthening bilateral 
relations. 

Mr. Primakov, whose 
country co-sponsors the 
Middle East peace process 
along with the U.S., reiter- 
ated that Moscow was not 
trying to compete with 
Washington in Arab-Israeli 
peacemaking. ‘“Russia 
would resume its traditional 
role in the Middle East so 
as to guarantee equilibrium 
and stability,” but “we 
don't want to tread on any- 
one else’s line.” 

The Russian foreign min- 
ister, who visited Syria, 
Lebanon, Egypt, Israel and 
the Palestinian territories 
arrived here on Friday, said 
he had Syrian and Israeli 
assurances that they did not 
want an armed conflict. 

“Both Syria and Israel 
suspected that the other 
planned a military strike,” 
Mr. Primakov told 
reporters. He said that he 
had passed on “Syrian 
assurances that it plans no 
military attack against 
Israel...” in his meeting in 
Israel. 

“In response, Israeli 
Prime Minister (Benyamin 
Netanyahu) and Foreign 
Minister (David Levy) said 
Israel did not plan any mil- 
itary operations either on 
the Syrian or on the 



Yevgeny Primakov 

Lebanese borders," he said. 

The Russian minister said 
Moscow would continue its 
efforts to resume the stalled 
peace negotiations between 
Syria and Israel, but he did 
not explain how exactly the 
goal could be achieved, 
given the conflicting posi- 
tions adopted by the two 
sides. 

However, he said, 
Moscow was following a 
two-pronged approach. 
One proposal, he said, was 
the immediate and “simul- 
taneous resumption of 
peace negotiations on all 
tracks" and other was 
ensuring Israel's respect for 
all agreements agreed by 
its previous governments ” 

While he did not spell out 
how his proposals were 
received in the Middle 
East, Mr. Primakov said 
that he found that the Arabs 
wanted a stronger Russian 
involvement in the peace 
process of counterbalance 
the dominance to the U.S. 

“All the Arab countries I 
have visited have insisted 
on a more active role for 
Russia in the Middle East 
peace process, as a super- 
power, permanent member 
of the U.N. Security Coun- 
cil, and co-sponsor of the 
peace process," he said. 

Mr. Primakov said his 
country did not agree with 
Israel's approach to the 
Middle East peace process 


and emphasised that the 
Jewish state should respect 
the 1 an d-for- peace formula 
as the basis for peace agree- 
ments with the Arabs as 
agreed at the 1991 Madrid 
conference. 

“We emphasise that Israel 
should implement all agree- 
ments it has signed with the 
Arab parties” involved in 
the peace process, he said. 

“Self-rule (for Palestini- 
ans) is not the last station 
where the peace wagon 
should stop," he said and 
reiterated Moscow's sup- 
port for “the right of the 
Palestinian people to set an 
independent state” in the 
West Bank and Gaza. He 
expressed hope that the 
“shape of the (future) 
Palestinian state will be 
acceptable to all parties." 

On the bilateral front. Mr. 
Primakov said there was a 
lot of room for Jordan and 
Russia to strengthen coop- 
eration in various spheres 
but that joint institutions 
could play a large role in 
consolidating relations. 

He described bis talks 
with His Majesty King 
Hussein, His Royal High- 
ness Crown Prince Hassan 
anrf'Priine [Minister Abdul 
Karim Kabariti as highly 
successful and that Jordan 
and Russia shared same 
views on most issues dis- 
cussed. 

King Hussein met Mr. 
Primakov over dinner Sat- 
urday at Aqaba. 

During the meeting the 
King reiterated Jordan’s 
commitment to achieving 
just, durable and compre- 
hensive peace in the Middle 
East. 

Crown Prince Hassan met 
with Mr. Primakov earlier 
in the day and discussed 
with him the Middle East 
peace process as well as the 
multilateral discussions on 
regional issues such as eco- 
nomic cooperation, the fate 
of Palestinian refugees, 
arms control, water-sharing 
and the environment. 


Israel sends message to Syria 
through Britain over tensions 


TEL AVIV (Agencies) — 
Israel asked British Foreign 
Secretary Malcolm Rifkind 
on Sunday to transmit a mes- 
sage to Syria warning 
against provocative state- 
ments and actions near the 
two countries* border, offi- 
cials said. 

Meeting the British diplo- 
mat at the start of his one-day 
visit to IsraeL Foreign Min- 
ister David Levy asked Mr. 
Rifkind to help ease tensions 
between Israel and Syria 
linked to a nine-month freeze 
in bilateral peace talks and a 
series of recent troop 
manoeuvres on both sides of 
the bonder, the officials said. 

Mr. Rifkind is due to meet 
in London Thursday with 
Syrian Foreign Minister 
Farouk A1 Sharaa and Mr.. 
Levy asked him to pass a 
message to him asking Dam- 
ascus to avoid "irritating 
operations” along the border 
and to refrain from making 
‘provocative statements," an 
Israeli official said. 

Mr. Levy also reiterated 
Israel’s desire to resume 
peace talks which have been 
frozen since February. 

A British spokesman said 
Mr. Rifkind agreed to act as 
intermediary and said he 
would speak again with Mr. 
Levy by telephone before 
Mr. ’ Sharaa ’s London visit. 


Last week Israel used 
anoLher foreign minister, 
Russia's Yevgeny Primakov, 
to exchange reassuring mes- 
sages with the Syrian leader- 
ship in a bid to prevent bilat- 
eral tensions from degenerat- 
ing into armed conflict. 

But on Sunday the official 
Syrian press continued to 
report speculation that Israel 
could be preparing to launch 
a “limited war” to torpedo 
any chances for a resumption 
of peace negotiations based 
on the land-for-peace princi- 
ple. 

“li is tree that nothing can 
be ruled out," the daily 
Tishrin reported, warning 
that "Syria would not sit with 
its arms crossed” if such an 
attack took place. 

Former Soviet Jewish dis- 
sident Natan Sharansky, now 
Israel’s minister of trade and 
industry, urged the govern- 
ment to prepare the public 
for war with Syria in an 
interview pubb’shed Sunday. 

“In light of the Syrian 
threats, and they are very 
serious in my opinion, the 
best way is to begin prepar- 
ing the people for the possib- 
lity of war,” Mr. Sharansky 
told Israel’s daily Haaretz in 
an interview. 

"Instead of all the lime say- 
ing that ii is not serious — 
and I'm nor saying that the 


government says that — we 
have to have a public infor- 
mation campaign, discus- 
sions in the schools," he 
said. 

Later on Sunday, in a news 
conference at Israel’s border 
with Lebanon, Defence Min- 
ister Yitzhak Mordechai reit- 
erated Israel would remain 
prepared but hoped for calm. 

‘“We have an interest in 
calm. We have no aims 
across the border. We are tak- 
ing preparedness and alert- 
ness steps. I appeal to (Syri- 
an President Hafez Al) 
Assad and (he Syrians to 
return to the negotiating 
table,” Mr. Mordechai said. 

Mr. Sharansky, whose new 
Yisrae! Ba-AJiya Party gar- 
nered seven seats in Israel’s 
120 -seat parliament in 
Israel’s May elections, 
admitted he was not well- 
versed in Middle East culture 
but said life in the Soviet 
Union helped him to under- 
stand Syria. 

“I do not know the Arab 
mentality," Mr. Sharansky 
said. “But I know (he totali- 
tarian regime well. Its stabil- 
ity is conditioned on the exis- 
tence of enemies. Therefore 
they have to threaten and if 
someone is weak they go fur- 
ther. That's how it was in 
Russia,” 



JEWISH TERROR: Mohammad Dana (left) hugs his little sister Bara' ah inside their home in Hebron which witnesses said 
was destroyed Saturday night by petrol bombs thrown by Jewish settlers from nearby settlement of Kiryat Arba. Five peo- 
ple were injured in the fire including the children's father (see story’ on page 2 ) 


Weizman 
due here 
Wednesday 

By P.V. Vivekanand 

Jordan Times Staff Reporter 


AMMAN — Israeli Presi- 
dent Ezer Weizman is due 
here on Wednesday in his 
first trip to the Kingdom in 
response to an invitation 
from His Majesty King 
Hussein, Jordanian and 
Israeli officials said Sun- 
day. 

The visit will also be the 
first by a senior Israeli offi- 
cial following a strain in 
Jordanian-lsraeli relations 
in the wake of Amman’s 
criticism of unilateral 
Israeli actions in Arab East 
Jerusalem in September 
and the Kingdom's demand 
that the government of 
right-wing Prime Minister 
Benyamin Netanyahu hon- 
our all agreements his pre- 
decessors signed with the 
Palestinians. 

Given the laigely cere- 
monial status of the Israeli 
president. Mr. Weizman 's 
visit to Jordan does not 
have much political bear- 
ing. However, officials 
from both sides said they 
expected the King and 
President Weizman to dis- 
cuss the peace process as 
well as bilateral ties with a 
view to removing the irri- 
tants in the relationship. 

According to a Jordanian 
official, “President Weiz- 
man always had a standing 
invitation to visit Jordan 
after the signing of the 
peace treaty” between the 
two countries in October 
1994. 

The invitation was 
renewed last month during 
a telephone conversation 
between King Hussein and 
President Weizman. 

The visit was expected to 
take place shortly there- 
after but was deferred so as 
not to have an impact on 
the ongoing Palestinian- 
Israeli negotiations on an 
Israeli deployment in the 
West Bank town of 
Hebron. according to 
reports in the Israeli press. 

Israeli embassy 

spokesman Shalom 

Touregman told the Jordan 
Times on Sunday that one 
of the objectives of the visit 
was to “remove the tension 
in the relations between the 
two countries.” 

* The two leaders “will 
also discuss the peace 
process” and related issues. 

(Continued on page 7) 


Arafat confirms bid to have 
Hebron deal signed in Cairo 


GAZA CITY (Agencies) 
— Palestinian leader Yass- 
er Arafat confirmed Sunday 
that efforts were underway 
to organise a formal signing 
ceremony to sea] agreement 
on Israel's troop withdraw- 
al from Hebron during a 
regional economic confer- 
ence next week in Cairo. 

But he added that negoti- 
ations on the transfer of 
power in Hebron to his self- 
rule government were con- 
tinuing and still faced sub- 
stantial obstacles. 

U.S. officials who have 
been mediating the Hebron 
negotiations said over the 
weekend that both sides 
were close ro resolving 
their final differences over 
the redeployment, which 
has been held up by Israeli 
demands for improved 
security guarantees for the 
420 Jewish settlers living in 
the city of 120 , 000 . 


Musa: No signing 
during conference 

EGYPTIAN FOREIGN 
Minister Amr Musa on Sun- 
day ruled out the signing of 
an Israeli-Palestinian accord 
on Hebron during the 
regional economic confer- 
ence in Cairo on Nov. 12- 
14. “There are no plans for 
that,” said Mr. Musa, who 
was in Zimbabwe with 
Egyptian President Hosni 
Mubarak for the Group of 
Fifteen (G-15) developing 
countries summit. “ 


Israel radio quoted 
unnamed U.S. diplomatic 
sources on Saturday as say- 
ing the Hebron agreement 
could be signed during the 
November 12-14 confer- 
ence in Cairo and that U.S. 
Secretary of State Warren 
Christopher would attend 
the ceremony. 


Asked about the report on 
Sunday. • Mr. Arafat said, 
“there are some Egyptian 
efforts concerning this 
issue.” But he declined to 
elaborate. 

A U.S. official close to 
the negotiations said Amer- 
ican mediators hoped 
agreement would be 
reached well before the 
Cairo meeting but that a 
formal signing ceremony 
could be held in the Egypt- 
ian capital. 

“It wouldn't be unusual to 
have a ceremony after-the- 
fact and since the United 
Stares was a signatory to 
the Oslo accords it would 
be normal for the secretary 
of srate to put his initials on 
(a Hebron agreement),” he 
said. 

In Hebron, British For- 
eign Secretary Malcolm 

(Continued on page 7) 


U.S. says missiles fired at 
Iraq; Baghdad denies report 


BAGHDAD (Agencies) 
— A U.S. F-16 jet fighter 
Fired a missile at an Iraqi 
anti-aircraft battery whose 
radar started tracking the 
plane while it patrolled an 
allied no-fly zone over 
southern Iraq on Saturday, 
U.S. officials said Sunday. 

In Baghdad, the Iraqi 
Defence Ministry denied 
that any such confrontation 
had occurred and accused 
the White House of fabri- 
cating an incident to help 
President Bill Clinton get 
reelected. 

“The American allega- 
tions are groundless." a 
Defence Ministry 

spokesman said in a state- 
ment carried by the official 
Iraqi News Agency (IN A). 
“No incident took place in 
the airspace of southern 
Iraq.” 

He dismissed the report 
as a “fabrication” by the 
“American-style electoral 
campaign" and said Iraq 
would pursue a proposal 
from Russia, France and 
other countries to settle the 
issue of “illegal air exclu- 
sion zones” peacefully. 

A White House 
spokesman said in New 
Orleans on Saturday that an 
F-16 fired at an Iraqi mis- 
sile batten’ after being 


tracked by its radar and that 
Mr. Clinton had been 
briefed on the clash while 
campaigning in the south- 
ern United States. 

U.S. Air Force Lieu- 
tenant Colonel Andrew 
Bourland said the F-16 
fired a High Anti-Radiarion 
Missile (HARM) at a 
mobile surface-to-air mis- 
sile system after its radar 
"illuminated” the plane 
near Iraq’s 32nd Parallel. 

“The aircraft returned to 
Prince Sultan Air Base (in 
Saudi Arabia) without fur- 
ther incident." Col. Bour- 
land told AFP in Dubai on 
Sunday from Riyadh. 

Col. Bourland. 

spokesman for the joint 
task force South West Asia 
which enforces the no-fly 
zone from bases in Saudi 
Arabia and the Gulf, said 
U.S. forces were trying to 
determine the damage done 
to the Iraqi site. 

A U.S. military official 
who asked not to be named 
said the incident occurred 
southeast of Kut AI Hayy, 
which is between the 32nd 
and 33rd Parallels. The 
United States unilaterally 
extended the no-fly zone 
from the 32nd to the 33rd 
Parallel after firing cruise 
missiles at air defence sites 


south of Baghdad on Sept. 
3-4 to punish Iraq for send- 
ing troops into northern 
Kurdish safe areas. 

On Oct. 15. the White 
House said Iraqi anti-air- 
craft systems hit by the 
U.S. cruise missiles in Sep- 
tember did not pose a threat 
to pilots patrolling the no- 
fly zone. 

The Washington Post 
reported, however, that it 
took Iraq only two weeks to 
rebuild its surface-to-air 
missile network after the 
United States launched 
cruise missiles to destroy it. 

The daily quoted an 
unnamed senior U.S. 
defence official as saying it 
would take only "a flip of 
the switch” for Iraq to turn 
on targerting radar and thus 
pose a military threat to 
U.S. and allied aircraft 
patrolling the zone. 

The Sunday's Iraqi state- 
ment added that Iraq 
remained committed to a 
decision it made in Septem- 
ber not to fire on U.S. war- 
planes enforcing no-fly 
zones over southern and 
northern Iraq, but repeated 
Iraqi assertions that the 
zones were "illegal.” 

Warplanes from France 
and Britain also patrol the 
zones. 
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Hebron settlers burn 
Palestinian’s home 


HEBRON (AFP) — A 
Palestinian house on the 
edge of this West Bank 
town was allegedly set 
ablaze overnight by Jewish 
settlers living nearby, the 
home's owner said Sunday. 

Nuuman Daana, 60, said 
he was woken up late Sat- 
urday night by the shouts of 
one of his sons “that settlers 
were gathering outside the 
house," which lies only a 
few metres from the edge 
of Kiryat Arba settlement 
outside Hebron. ' 

‘*1 looked out and saw 
three settlers outside the 
window, they started shout- 
ing in Hebrew, then ran off. 
That’s when the fire start- 
ed/’ Mr. Daana said. 

Mr. Daana and his four 
sons were injured in the 
blaze and one of his sons 
remained in hospital on 
Sunday. Windows of the 
home were shattered and 
furniture inside was 
destroyed, witnesses said. 

A spokesman for the 
Israeli army said an initial 
investigation by firemen 
showed the blaze “was not 
arson." but the result of 
“some incident inside the 
house." 

The incident comes only 
hours ahead of an expected 
visit to Hebron by British 
Foreign Minister Malcolm 


Rifkind, who arrived in 
Israel earlier Sunday. 

Tension has been rising in 
Hebron between Palestini- 
ans and Jewish settlers 
ahead of a long-awaited 
agreement on an Israeli 
withdrawal from most of 
Hebron. 

Some 420 Jews live in 
Hebron amid the city's 
120.000 Palestinians. 

Settler denied bail 

A Jerusalem court on 
Sunday ordered a Jewish 
settler charged with 
manslaughter for killing a 
1 0-year-old Palestinian boy 
to be held without bail until 
his trial. 

Nahum Kurman, chief of 
security for the small West 
Bank settlement of Hadar 
Beitar. was indicted on Fri- 
day for beating Hilmi 
Shusha to death a week ago 
because he believed the boy 
had been throwing stones at 
Israeli cars. 

The court ruled on Sun- 
day that because of the 
"cruelty" of the boy’s slay- 
ing, Kurman should remain 
in custody pending his trial. 
The judge said the circum- 
stances of the crime were 
aggravated by the fact that 
Kurman, as a trained secu- 
rity guard, should have 


Orphaned Egyptian boy 
searches for relatives 


CAIRO (AFP) — For the 
past two days, Egypt has 
been riveted by the tragedy 
of a 14-year-old boy whose 
father, mother, sister and 
brother died in the collapse 
of a 11 -storey apartment 
building here. Hadi Shenuda 
has appealed to relatives 
scattered across the world to 
claim him after his family 
was crushed to death along 
with 60- other people in the 
OcL 27 collapse of the block 
of flats. 

“My name is Hadi Shenu- 
da. I*ra a student at the Saint 
George School in Heliopolis. 
1 lost my father, ray mother, 
my brother Shadi and my 
sister Ghadir in the building 
collapse," the teenager says 
in a tearless televised mes- 
sage. 

The boy hopes that rela- 
tives who live in western and 
Arab countries will hear his 
message and come looking 
for him. 

Hadi was saved thanks to a 
tennis lesson. He left home 
as usual the Sunday evening 
of the disaster to play tennis 
at a neighbouring sporting 
club. 

When he returned home 
two hours later, the building 
was a pile of smashed con- 
crete and twisted steel. 

Refusing to believe that his 
parents could be trapped 
under the rubble, he raced to 
nearby hospitals to search for 
his family. 

“I thought they were only 
scratched." he said passively 


in the televised message. 

For the next four days Hadi 
stood outside the collapsed 
building watching every 
move of rescue workers as 
they painstakingly removed 
the bodies of the victims 
from under the rubble. 

"Hadi did not shed one tear 
throughout this ordeal," said 
a psychiatrist. 

On the fourth day rescue 
workers brought out the bod- 
ies of his father, mother, sis- 
ter and brother and he still 
refused to cry or show any 
emotion. 

“He will suffer the conse- 
quences later. Once the 
shock is over and once he is 
ready to release bis pain he 
will need tremendous love 
and care as well as profes- 
sional help to overcome this 
crisis," doctor Ali Mustafa 
told AFP. 

His tragedy has won the 
hearts of Egyptians, the 
Christian Coptic church as 
well as Saudi King Fahd. 

Mohammad Essam A1 
Margushi. an engineer, and 
his wife Nadia have taken 
the boy in while the head of 
the Coptic Church, Pope 
Shenuda UI. announced he 
would take responsibility for 
all bis needs. 

“I have told His Holiness 
that I would like to offer 
Hadi a permanent home in 
ray family,” said Margushi, a 
Muslim, adding that Pope 
Shenuda had offered him 
prayer beads and praised his 
generosity. 


avoided violence. not 
caused it. 

No date for the trial has 
been set. 

The indictment said Kur- 
man drove into the village 
of Husan after hearing 
reports that village youths 
had been throwing stones at 
Israeli cars nearby and 
chased Hilmi and two 
cousins down in his jeep. 

After jumping from the 
vehicle. Kurman knocked 
Hilmi to the ground, put his 
foot on his neck and beat 
him unconscious with the 
butt of a pistol, the indict- 
ment said. Hilmi died of 
brain hemorrhaging at 
Jerusalem’s hospital later 
Sunday. 

The brutality of the slay- 
ing shocked Palestinians 
and Israelis alike and 
fuelled fears of further vio- 
lence at a time of rising ten- 
sions surrounding Israel’s 
militant settler movement. 

Some 250 people, includ- 
ing Israeli and Palestinian 
legislators, gathered at the 
Shusha Family home on 
Saturday for a memorial 
service. 

Some of those attending 
held up signs saying “set- 
tlements are time bombs for 
peace" and “Hilmi your 
blood was not spilled in 
vain." 


Hansen 

named 

Larsen’s 

successor 

AMMAN tJ.T.) — The United 
Nations Relief and Works 
Agency (UNRWA) Commis- 
sioner-General Peter Hansen 
has been provisionally appoi- 
nted to the post of United 
Nations special coordinator in 
the occupied territories, to 
replace Tetje Roed Larsen, 
whp has retymed to Norway to 
join the new government, a 
UNRWA press release said. 

The announcement was 
released in New York on OcL 
25 by the United Nations sec- 
retary-general's office, effec- 
tive immediately. In releasing 
the announcement the secre- 
tary-general's spokesman said 
that Secretary-General Boutros 
Ghaii had asked Mr. Hansen to 
provisionally take over Mr. 
Larsen's duties, in addition to 
his current work as UNRWA 
commissioner-general. 

The special coordinator ser- 
ves as the focal point within the 
United Nations for activities 
undertaken in the context of 
the October 1993 conference 
to support Middle East peace, 
as well os for relations with the 
donor community and the 
World Bank. He provides over- 
all guidance to UniLed Nations 
programmes and agencies in 
the West Bank and Gaza Strip 
to ensure that the organisa- 
tion’s overall apprci-ach to 
socio-economic development 
is integrated and unified. 



ISRAELI ALERT: An Israeli policeman puts his sniffer dog to work as Israelis at a small cafe appear startled to see a dog 
going through a potted plant on Sunday ami d a high alert in Israel for fear of a possible suicide attack by Palestinian mili- 
tants on the eve of the first death anniversary of assassinated Islamic Jihad leader Fathi Shaqaqi (Reuters photo) 


Iranian students denounce U.S. on 
anniversary of embassy takeover 


TEHRAN (Agencies) — 
Thousands of Iranian 
high school students took 
to the streets on Sunday 
to denounce the United 
States on the anniversary 
of the seizure of the U.S. 
embassy here in 1979. 

Large crowds gathered 
in front of the compound 
which housed the mis- 
sion in central Tehran to 
voice their “hatred of the 
great Satan" for its hos- 
tile policies toward Iran. 

“...America is a blood 
sucking wolf who was 
slapped in the face by us 
on this historic day. 
There can never be a 
friendly relationship 
between a lamb and a 
wolf." Parliament Speak- 
er Ali Akbar Nateo- 
Nouri told the crowds 
outside the compound. 

Mr. Nateq-Nouri, 
tipped as a possible suc- 
cessor to President Akbar 
Hashemi Rafsanjani in 
next year’s elections, 
said sanctions imposed 
by Washington against 
Iran were the latest in a 
series of U.S. atrocities 
against the Islamic 
republic. 

But the sanctions “were 
obviously defeated, 
because we don't need 
America and because 
fortunately not even the 
close allies of America 
went along with it." he 
said, in apparent refer- 
ence to tne refusal of 
European countries to 
follow the sanctions. 

In a repeat of similar 
rallies since 1979. long 
lines of men and women 


marched to the former 
embassy carrying ban- 
ners calling for the death 
of the United States and 
Israel and chanting for 
the downfall or the 
“great satan." 

They burned a U.S. 
flag and an effigy depict- 
ing a man in a necktie, a 
western symbol in Iran 
where men do not wear 
ties. 

“Islamic Iran does not 
need America," one ban- 
ner said. 

The . United.. States . 
broke diplomatic ties • 
with. Iran in 19.80 after-; 
the embassy seizure in , 
which 52 Americans 
were held hostage for 
444 days in the wake of 
the Islamic revolution 
that toppled the late 
Shah. 

They were protesting 
U.S. support for the late 
Shah, Iran’s monarchi- 
cal ruler toppled in the 
1979 Islamic revolution. 
Each year Iran commem- 
orates the event, known 
as the “day of the fight 
against world oppres- 
sors.” 

The United States 
imposed a trade and 
investment ban on Iran in 
June 1995. accusing it of 
sponsoring terrorism and 
seeking to develop 
nuclear weapons. Iran 
denies the charges and 
says the United States is 
bent on destroying the 
Islamic government 

A U.S. law in effect 
since August tightened 
the sanctions to Include 
non-U.S. Firms. 


.University professor 
Reza Akbar Zadeh. 36. 
said he had been attend- 
ing the rallies every year 
since 1979. “it is exactly 
like a religious tradition 
for us to participate in 
this.” 

The official media said 
rallies were held across 
Iran. 

The English-language 
Tehran Times newspaper 
said the seizure of the 
embassy in 1979 "ush- 
ered in a new era of 
' resistance arhon'g ‘ the 
oppressed nations to the 

Kayhan International 
said in an editorial the 
seizure “broke the myth 
of America’s unquestion- 
able power.. .The occa- 
sion has since become an 
annual event which 
marks the need to con- 
front the great Satan's 
arrogance and hegemo- 
ny-” , ~ 

Iran’s supreme leader 
Ayatollah Ali Khamenei 
had on Wednesday 
rejected suggestions that 
talks could be held with 
Washington, saying it 
was only a tactic by the 
United States to under- 
mine opposing states. 

Ayatollah Khamenei 
was apparently referring 
to remarks by U.S. Assis- 
tant Secretary of State 
Robert Pelletreau who 
said during a visit to the 
region last week that 
Washington would like 
to hold talks with Iran on 
differences. I 


Amnesty 

appeals 

against 

Bahraini 

sentences 

AMMAN (J.T.) — Amnesty 
International is urgently call- 
ing on the emir of Bahrain. 
Sheikh Isa Ben Salman Al 
Khalifa, to commute the 
death sentences of three men 
who could be executed at any 
moment 

...The court of cassation, 

• meeting in a brief session on : , 
Oct. 27. reportedly ruled that 
it , Jhad. no jurisdiction to. 
review the state security 
court’s verdict of July 1 
which sentenced to death Ati 
Ahmad Abd AI Usfur, aged 
31, employee in the Minisry 
of Agriculture; Youssef Hus- 
sein Abu Al Baqi, aged 31. 
teacher, and Ahmad Khalil 
Ibrahim Al Kattan. aged 30. 
an employee in an aluminium 
company, an Amnesty press 
release said. The sentences 
will now pass to the emir for 
ratification. The three men 
were convicted -of carrying 
out a firebomb attack on an 
Asian restaurant on March 
14. 1996. in which seven 
Bangladeshi nationals were 
killed. "We sympathise with 
the victims of crime and their 
families — and acknowledge 
the right of the Bahraini gov- 
ernment to bring the perpe- 
trators to justice — the death 
penalty has never been 
shown to deter crimes more 
effectively than any other 
punishment but merely bru- 
talises all those involved," 
Amnesty said. 


NEWS 

IN 

BRIEF t 

ST A mili tiaman killed 

by Hizbollah bomb 

MARJAYOUN (AFP) — A 
militiaman in the Israeli- 
backed South Lebanon Army 
(SLA) was killed in a bomb 
attack Sunday claimed by pro- 
Iranian Hizbollah guerrillas, 
security sources said. The 
attack occurred on the fringe 
of Israel's self-declared "secu- 
rity zone" in southern 
Lebanon, the sources said 
Israeli artillery responded with 
a heavy bombardment of sus- 
pected Hizbollah positions, 
Lebanese police said 

Indian prime minister 
to visit the UAE 

DUBAI (AP) — Indian Prime 
Minister H.D. Deve Gowda is 
expected to arrive in the Unit- 
ed Arab Emirates (UAE) in 
December or January, a visit- . 
mg Indian official said C.M. - 
Ibrahim, India's aviation min- 
ister. said late Saturday that 
Mr. Gowda would visit the 
UAE. As pan of a tour of Gulf 
countries. A date for the tour 
has yet to be finalised. The 
visit will be the first by an 
Indian prime minister since 
the late Indira Gandhi visited 
the LIAR In 1981. India is one 
of the UAFs leading trade 
partners, and there are an esti- 
mated 70,000 Indians living 
and working in the energy-rich 
country. 

Two vessels collide in 
Turkey’s Bosphorous 

ISTANBUL (AFP) — A Mal- 
tese-flagged freighter collided 
Sunday with a small Turkish 
vessel carrying sand in (he 
Bosphorus and the latter sank 
in the accident the Anatolia 
news agency said. The- 
freighter Maria- 1 collided 
with Celiktrans after entering 
the strait from the Black Sea. it 
said. The reason for the colli- 
sion was unknown. Celiktrans 
sank after the collision but 
Maria-1 rescued its crew 
members who included one 
heavily injured ..sailor. In the 
"last fatal accident in the 
BosphomsU a Cypriot tanker 
collided with a Greek tanker in 
March 1994. More than 20 
people died and more than 
100,000 tonnes of oil spilled 
into the sea. 

Prison for looters of 
Cairo building 

CAIRO (AFP) — Six people 
arrested last week for looting 
the site of a collapsed apart- 
ment building here were sen- 
tenced to between one and 
two years in prison on Sunday. 
One of the six was sentenced- 
to two years behind bars while ■ 
the other five were ordered to 
spend one year in prison. Two 
suspected looters were acquit- 
ted while the case of another 
was referred 10 juvenile court. 
At least 64 people died when 
the II -storey apartment build- 
ing in the upscale suburb of 
Heliopolis collapsed on OcL 
27. Police said the looters pre- 
tended to be helping with the 
rescue operation to steal jew- 
elry, electrical appliances and 
other items from the rubble. 


JORDAN TELEVISION 
Tel. 773111-19 

PROGRAMME WO 

14:05 Muppet Show 

14:30 Drama 

14:50 Play About 

15:01) .Varieties — L’lntcgralc 

15:30 Doc. — Travelling 

Gourmeni 

16:00 Nature's Inventions 

16:30 Hcv Dad 

17:00 News Flash 

17:01 Destiny Ridge 

17:30 Magazine — Dassiopfe 

19:00 Le Journal 

19:15 ...Magazine — Cinq Sur Cinq 

19:30 News Headlines 

19:35 Rosanne 

20:01 Documentary 

— Disaster Chonide 

20:30 Cinema, Cinema 

21:10 The Lazarus Man 

22:00 News in English 

22:25 Mini-Series — The 

Maharaja’s Daughter 

23:15 Bodies of Evidence 

23:59 Dad’s Army 

PRAYER TIMES 

04:31 Fajr 

05:50 (Sunrise) Duha 

11:19 Dhuhr 

14:22 Asr 

16:48 .Maghreb 

19:07 Isha 

CHURCHES 

SL Mary of Nazareth Church 


Sweifleh. Tel. SI 0740 
Assemblies of God Church Tel. 
* 32785 . 

SL Joseph Church Tel. 6245*30 
Church or the Annunkab’on 
Tel. 637440. 

De la Salic Church Tel. 661757. 
Terra Sancta Church Tel. 622366 
Anglican Church Tel. i\S2S2fi. 
Armenian Catholic Church Tel. 
771331. 

Armenian Orthodox Church 
Tel. 775261. 

St Ephraim Church Tel. 77 175 1 . 
Amman International Church 

Tel. 527126 

Evangelical Lutheran Church 

Tel. 824328. 

German-speaking Evangelical 
Congregation Tel. 845457 
The Latter-Day Saints Tel. 
654932. 

Church of Nazarene Tel. 
675691. 

The Evangelical Local Church 

in Amman Tel. 81 1295 

English-sfxaking 

Latin Catholics Parish Tel. 

€>14190. 

WEATHER 

Bulletin supplied by rhe 
Department of Meteorology. 
Warm weather conditions will 
prevail with temperatures ris- 
ing further becoming slightly 
above average and winds 
.southeasterly moderate. In 
Aqaba, winds will be northerly 


DAILY GUIDE AND CALENDAR 


moderate and seas calm. 
MinJMax. temp. 

Amman 09/25 

Aqaba. 15/30 

Deserts 08/26 

Jordan Valley 14/30 

Yesterday's high temperatures: 
Amman 23. Aqaba 29 Humid- 
ity readings: Amman 31 per 
cent. Aqaba 53 per cent. 

USEFUL 

TELEPHONE 

NUMBERS 

NIGHT DUTY 
AMMAN: 

Dr. Mokhles Halaseh 819220 

Dr. Facfl Al Khatib 865456 

Dr. Ruhi Sukkar 856457 

Dr. Yousef AJFaqih .790140 

Ferdows pharmacy ....77S336 
Al Asema pharmacy.. 637Q55 
Nairoukh pharmacy ..623672 
Al Salam pharmacy... 636730 

Yaooub pharmacy -644945 

Shraeisani pharmacy .637660 
Nairoukh pharmacy 

Nojib pharmacy 847632 

IRBLD: 

Dc MaaenAbuBakir 276852 

AI Quds pharmacy ( — ) 

ZARQA: 

Dr. IssaAl Omari 901266 

Khalifeh pharmacy ...985417 


EMERGENCIES 

Fond Control Centre 63711 1 

Civil Defence Department — 661111 
Civil Defence Immediate Rescue 

630341 

Ci'.il Defence Emergency 1^*9 

Rin.iic Police I VI 62 1 111 . 637777 

Fire Brigade 617101 

Bloixl Biuik 775121 

Highway Police S434Q2 

Traffic Police 896390 

Public Security DepL 63032 1 

Hotel Complaints 605800 

Price Complaints 66 1 1 76 

\Vjki & Seuengx Comptiints —897467 
Amman Municipality Complaints 

..1 787111 

Telephone Information (direcioty 

assistance) 121 

Overseas Calls 010230 

Central Amman Telephone 

Reporis 623101 

Abdali Tel. Repairs..... 661 101 

Jordan Television - 773 1 1 1 

Radio Jordan 774111 

Water Authority 6S0 1 00 

J. Electricity Authority .....815615 

Electric Power Co, .63638 1 

RJ Flight Information ..08-53200 
Queen Alia Inti. Airport 08-53200 


HOSPITAL * 

AMMAN: 

Hussein Medical Centre —81381302 
Khalidi Maternity....-..- 644281/6 


Akileh Maternity. 642441/2 

Jabal Amman Maternity —642362 

Malhas. J. Amman 636140 

Palestine. Shmeisani 607071 

Shmeisani Hospital 669131 

University Hospital 545845 

Al-Muasher Hospital ....667227/9 

The Islamic, Abdali 666126/37 

Al-Ahli. Abdali 664164/6 

Italian, Al-Muhajreen ....777101/3 

Al-Bashir. .775111/26 

Army. Marka .891611/15 

Queen Alia Hospital .-602240/50 

Amai Hospital .674155 

The Arab Centre for Heart and 

Special Surgery 865199 

ZARQA: 

Zarqa Govl Hospital 

- - .(09)983323 

Zarqa National Hospital 

...(09)900560 

Ibn Sina Hospital (09)986732 

Al Hikma Modem Hospital 

.409)990990 

IRBID: 

Princess Basina Hospital 

(02)275555 

Greek Catholic Hospital 

(02)272275 

Ibn Al Nafiees Hospital 

.(02)247100 

AQABA: 

Princess Haya Hospital 

(03)314111 

FOR THE TRAVELLER 


QUEEN ALIA 
INTERNATIONAL 
AIRPORT 

This information is supplied by 
Royal Jordanian (RJ) informa- 
tion department at the Queen 
Alia International Airport Tel. 
( 08 j5 3200-5. where it should 
always be verified. 

Information on other flights 
are supplied on phone 08 
(52700) 

ARRIVALS 

Royal Jordanian (RJ) Flights 

07:15 Sanaa (RJ) 

08:35 Jeddah (RJ) 

08:55 Damascus (RJ) 

09:45 New Delhi (RJ) 

09:50 ..Dubai, Abu Dhabi (RJ) 

10:05 Beirut (RJ) 

16:20 Cairo (RJ) 

17:35 London Amsterdam (RJ) 

19:05 Bangkok iRJ) 

22:20 Casablanca (RJ) 

03:40. Jakarta. Kuala Lumpur (RJ) 

Other Flights 

09:30 Cairo (MS) 

12:40.. Bahrain (GF) 

14:20 Athens. Beirut (Q7.) 

15:05 Vienna (OS) 

20:00 Khartoum (SDi 

21:00 ....Paris. Damascus lAF) 

21:40 Tci Aviv (LY) 

22:45 .......Athens, Beirut (OA) 


00:30 London (BA) 

01:20 Amsterdam. Damascus 
(KL) 

Royal Wings (RVV) Flights 

09:20 Aqaba ikW) 

20:50 Aqaba (RW) 

DEPARTURES 
Royal Jordanian (RJ) Flights 

06:20 Beirut (RJ) 

09:50 Casablanca (RJ) 

U:00-^, Amsterdam, Chicago (RJj 

12:15 ...Cairo ( RJ) 

12:15 London (RJ) 

12:30 Frankfurt (RJ) 

20:15 Bahrain. Doha (RJ) 

21:00 Abu Dhabi (RJ) 

21:15 Dubai. Muscat (RJ) 

22:00 Jeddah (RJ) 

22:45 Sanaa (RJ) 

23:00 ....Damascus (RJ) 

Other Flights 

07:35 Beirut, London (BA) ■ 

07:45 Beirut (ME) 

10:20 Cairo (MS) 

13:30 Bahrain (GF) 

15:15 Doha (Q7) 

15:50 Vienna (OS.) 

21:00 Khartoum (SD) 

22:50 Tel Aviv (LY) 

23:55 ....Damascus, Paris ( AF) 

02:30 Amsterdam (KL) 

03:00 BeiruL Athens lOA) 

07:35 Damascus, London(BA) 
RoyaJ Wings (RW) Flights 
09:50 Marka Airport (from 
QALA) 

HUAZ RAILWAY TRAIN 


Etep-Ammai — &0£) am ewry Monday 
Air D;inascur. — 5:00 pm evtay Monday 
Dqi Damascus— 730 am euoy Surety 
Ait Amman 5:00 pm eway Sunday 


MARKET PRICES 

Upper/Iower . price in fils per kg. 


....700&0D 

Banana... 

.—550/550 

Banana (imported)—.. 

—850/600 

Cabbage 

... iin/QA 


Cauliflower. 

-.230/180 

Cucumber (large) 

—180/120 

Cucumber (small) 

—350/200 

Eaenlant. • 

IJtn/nn 


Grapes 

—550/350 


Guava 500/450 

Lemon 360/200 

Marrow (large). 200/120 

Marrow (small) 300/200 

Onion (green) 300/160 

Onion (dry.) ...... 130/80 

Olive (green) 500/400 

Olive (black) 800/500 

Pe ^ 4*80/430 

Pepper (hot) 280/240 

Pepper (sweet) 300/240 

Potato JKMZ220# 

Spinach 280/110’ 

String Bean 450/320 

Tomato 290/180 


Mu 




iZLa 
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Queen attends ballet performance to raise 
funds for music scholarships 


AMMAN (J.T.) — On the 
occasion of His Majesty 
King Hussein’s birthday. 
Her Majesty Queen Noor 
Sunday attended a fund- 
raising ballet performance 
of ‘‘Giselle'.' given by the 
French Ballet du Nord at 
the Royal Cultural Centre, a 
Royal Court statement said. 

Proceeds of the perfor- 
mance, organised by the 
National Music Conserva- 
tory (NMC) and the French 
Cultural Centre, will go. 


towards the NMC “Fund for 
Needy and Talented Stu- 
dents." 

The internationally 
acclaimed Ballet du Nord 
rehearsed earlier that day 
with Jordanian ballet stu- 
dents, is affiliated to the 
French Ministry of Culture 
and has performed through- 
out Europe as well as the 
Jerash Festival for Culture 
and Arts, the statement said. 

Attending the perfor- 
mance with Queen Noor 


were Advisor to the Queen 
In’am Mufti, Chair of the 
NMC Steering Committee 
Hind Nasser, French 
Ambassador to Jordan 
Bernard Bajolet, French 
Cultural Attache Genevifeve 
Van Rosum, Director of the 
French Cultural Centre 
Dennis Toupain, Noor A1 
Hussein Foundation Execu- 
tive Director Ibrahim Bad- 
ran and members of the 
NMC Board. 


GTZ to extend Karak water project 

Poultry farmers air grievances to minister 


AMMAN (Petra) — A 
team of German Agency 
for Technical Cooperation 
(GTZ) experts, who 
reviewed progress on a 
water project in the Karak 
area Sunday, announced 
that the agency will extend 
the work period through to 
the year 2000. 

The project, being imple- 
mented in the Wadi Ben 
Hamm ad area and funded 
by the agency, is conduct- 
ed in conjunction with the 
Ministry of Agriculture. It 
aims at stemming deserti- 
fication, utilising rainwa- 
ter in the development of 
agricultural lands, and cul- 
tivating forests and graz- 
ing pastures. 

The German experts 
were accompanied on Sun- 
day’s tour by Minister of 
Agriculture Mustafa 


Shneikat, who said thar the 
ministry was expanding 
this project to include 
other areas in the King- 
dom. 

Dr. Shneikat added that 
the project would provide . 
incentives to local farmers 
to develop their lands and 
increase production. 

The project's various 
stages were progressing as 
planned, the German team 
said. 

Also Sunday, Dr. 
Shneikat received a group 
of persons representing 
poultry farmers who called 
to urge the Ministry of 
Agriculture to take mea- 
sures in securing inputs, 
veterinary medication and 
fodder as well as providing 
protection for the produc- 
tion and opening of veteri- 
nary laboratories. 


Khaldoun Subeihi, an 
engineer and head of the 
ministry's Information 
Department, said the poul- 
try farming sector is facing 
chronic problems which 
affect the management of 
poultry farms and produc- 
tion as well as the pricing 
and marketing of poultry 
meat. 

Dr. Shneikat suggested 
that poultry farmers create 
their own cooperative 
societies to ensure impor- 
tation of animal feed and 
other inputs at reasonable 
cost. 

He said that the ministry 
has created a committee 
which will conduct spot 
checks on farms to observe 
their production, provide 
advice and help prevent 
the spread of disease. 


Tourism sector announces new 
programme to encourage visitors 


AMMAN (Petra) — Minis- 
ter of Tourism and Antiqui- 
ties Saleh Irsheidat Sunday 
presented a programme 
entitled: “Discover Jordan” 
to tour operators and repre- 
sentatives of tourist and 
travel agems in Jordan. 

These representatives 
gathered at a meeting to 
discuss ways to stimulate 
the tourism industry and 
agreed, that the government 
has backed the private sec- 
tor's role in its quest to 
improve this industry fol- 
lowing months of low 
tourism activity. 

“The programme was 
worked out by a special 
technical committee in the 
past two months and 
approved by the Council of 
Ministers which empha- 
sised the necessity of the 
Ministry of Tourism to 
work hand-in-hand with 
the private sector lo pro- 
mote tourism in Jordan,” 
said Dr. Irsheidat. 

“Forecasts and predic- 
tions over the past few 
months indicate that Jordan 
and other Middle Eastern 
countries are facing a 
decline in the number of 
tourists as tourist agents 
abroad have cancelled con- 
tracts and postponed trips 
in the light of regional 
political changes and their 
negative impact on the 
peace process, particularly 
recent developments in 
Lebanon and Jerusalem,” 


the minister said. 

Dr. Irsheidat told a meet- 
ing assembled last Septem- 
ber that tourism in Jordan 
has, indeed, declined in the 
past six months and neither 
are there signs pointing to 
any improvement of the sit- 
uation for the rest of the 
year, noting that thousands 
of tourists from Europe and 
the United Stares have can- 
celled reservations. 

Dr. Irsheidat told the 
Sunday meeting that the 
committee’s programme is 
designed to deal with the 
consequences of the situa- 
tion and how to better stim- 
ulate the tourism industry. 

According to the minis- 
ter, the committee has rec- 
ommended reducing 
transport and hotel fares in 
Jordan and the government 
has already reduced fares 
charged to tourists entering 
archaeological and tourist 
sites. 

Dr. Irsheidat said that the 
initial reading of the pro- 
gramme showed it as quite 
positive and could move to 
being extremely successful 
depending on the extent of 
cooperation between the 
various concerned sectors. 

‘The government fully 
realises the importance of 
tourism industry to the 
national economy and is 
ready to contribute towards 
solving any obstacles," the 
minister said. 

Participants in the meet- 



Miuister of Tourism and Antiquities Saleh Irsheidat Sunday presents a new pro- 
gramme slated to boost tourism in Jordan (Petra photo) 


mg approved of the new 
programme, however 
requested that the newly- 
sanctioned reduced prices 
not be applied on contracts 
already concluded with 
tourist groups and that no 
further rate reduction be 
introduced, other than 
those heretofore specified. 

Meanwhile in Aqaba, 
Jordanian and Egyptian 
ministers of transport, 
Naser Lawzi and Suleiman 
Mitwelli Sunday 


announced reduced trans- 
portation fares between the 
two countries via Aqaba to 
be limited to ferries. 

Director General of the 
Arab Maritime Bridge 
Company Abdul Razaq 
Abdul Wahab confirmed 
that Jordan and Egypt 
released a statement to the 
effect that the two sides 
agreed on exempting chil- 
dren under five years of 
age from paying any fare 
on the ferries commuting 


betw Aqaba and 
N 

Me also listed a 50 per 
cent reduction in fares for 
children up to 12 years of 
age. 

The two sides also agreed 
to encourage bus travel 
between Jordan and Egypt 
and Mr. Abdul Wahab 
explained that the fare for 
ferrying these buses will be 
reduced by 30 per cent to 
$255 down from $360. 


Majali denies discord in council of ministers 


AMMAN (J.T.) — Minister 
of Public Works Abdul Hadi 
Majali denied rumours about 
conflict within the council of 
ministers, stating that on the 
contrary harmony prevails 
among'the 'Cabinet ministers 
who are given freedom to air 
their views' at cabinet, 
sions. 

Speaking in an interview 
with the staff of the Arabic 
daily A1 Ra’i, Mr. Majali was 
quoted as saying "I categori- 
cally deny any disharmony. 
We are a government which 
represents various shades of 
die Jordanian society and we 
work in complete harmony. 
That which pains me is to 
hear people say that there is 
a division within the govern- 
ment any time a cabinet 
member opposes a cabinet 
decision. What I want to 
stress here is that no decision 
is taken and endorsed except 
with the approval of all cabi- 
net members." 

Rumours that the prime 


minister is imposing his will 
on the council are baseless, 
the minister said, adding that 
the major decisions taken by 
die government have come 
after protracted debates 
■ inside the council. Indeed, he 
emphasised, council sessions 
last a minimum of four hours 
that the cabinet might hear 
the views of all participating 
members.” 

T might not [initially] 
agree with my colleagues but 
through debate we reach a 
.decision," added Mr. Majali 
who noted that “there have 
been some ideas and propos- 
als suggested by the prime 
minister but turned down by 
the cabinet.” This, he main- 
tained “indicates full harmo- 
ny and democracy within the 
government and complete 
freedom for every minister 
to say whatever he desires.” 

He said that any minister 
who does not approve of an 
idea and therefore votes 
against it normally 


announces his or her com- 
mitment to the decisions 
which are passed by a major- 
ity vote. 

Mr. Majali also stated his 
belief that the government 
implements reforms not 
from a desire to . end ^prob- 
lems bur rather to’ ’find any 
imbalances and correct 
them. 

Asked if there were any 
signs about discord between 
the government and the 
Lower House of Parliament, 
due to convene on Nov. 19, 
Mr. Majali said "this is jour- 
nalist talk. The session will 
be opened by a speech from 
the Throne which will out- 
line the government's policy 
and report its achievements. 
There is no current friction 
between the House and the 
government but there might 
be one during a debate over 
the fiscal budget to be pre- 
sented to the Parliament.” 

The Parliament, he con- 
finned, has the right to reject 


or approve the budget’s pro- 
visions. 

“[I cannot conceive of] any 
serious friction between the 
two sides simply because the 
government is composed of 
Hou^ members - which is a 
gdiiuiiie demonstration of 
derftbtfracy,” said Mr Majali. 

He explained that the 
House groups different blocs 
which are represented in the 
cabinet, and that in his view 
there would be a real crisis 
should ministers represent- 
ing these blocs tender resig- 
nations. 

“We have 22 ministers and 
47 deputies and so the gov- 
ernment rules with the 
majority. This majority cre- 
ates the government’s poli- 
cies and in this situation the 
government is not bound to 
encounter any problems 
unless it [fights] itself and 
this is not projected to hap- 
pen,” the minister conclud- 
ed. 


Court sentences guard to 
death for murder of physician 


By Ahmad Kreishan 

Special to the Jordan Tones 

AMMAN — The Crimi- 
nal Court Sunday sen- 
tenced 24-year old Abdul 
Fattah Mustafa Moham- 
mad Freihat to death by 
hanging after convicting 
him of murdering Iman 
Yassin 26-year old physi- 
cian. 

Mustafa who worked as 
a guard and maintenance 
worker at the Fardous 
Housing Complex in 
Amman killed Ms. 
Yassin after breaking into 
her apartment in early 
August with the intention 
of raping her, the judge- 
ment read. 

Court Prosecutor Ali 
Abu Hijleh had said in 
his charge sheet that a 


struggle ensued between 
the* Victim and the defen- 
dant, and the wotnan.’s 
' head struck-'' a '.radiator, 
causing her death. 

Mustafa had pleaded 
not guilty before the 
court on five charges: 
murder, attempted rape, 
sexual aggression, break- 
ing and entering, and 
intoxication saying he 
did not intend to kill 
Iman but rather was try- 
ing to stop her from 
screaming and placed his 
hands on her throat and 
mouth when she fell. 

The court, presided 
over by judge Abdul 
Rahman Tawfiq, ruled 
that the accused had 
admitted breaking into 
the home of the deceased 
with the purpose of rap- 


ing his victim and sup- 
ported - 'reports ’by 'die 
■ police 'and the court pros- 
ecutor as well as the 
pathologist's statement 
that the scratches on the 
face and neck of the 
accused were caused by 
the victim while trying to 
resist her attacker. 


Police Investigate 
suspected double suicide 

Meanwhile, police in 
Jerash Sunday were 
investigating the death of 
two people in what 
authorities suspect is a 
case of double suicide. 

The bodies of Ahmad 
Khawaldeh. 24, from 
Bani Hassan. and Rima, 
20, from Amman were 


found next to each other 
•*’ Police 

found a‘ rfotenext to the 
bodies saying that the 
couple " hkd f « decided to 
take their own lives as 
their families had refused 
them permission to 
marry. 

Police said the note said 
that the couple were in 
their full mental capacity 
when they decided to kill 
themselves hoping God 
will keep them together 
after death. 

The authorities said 
that Ahmad had shot the 
young woman first and 
then put the gun to his 
head and shot himself. 

They said that the man 
died instantly, and the 
woman was found alive 
but died three days later. 
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LECTURE 

* “The Poetry of Experience” by Dr. Nicholas 
Lmfield at the British Council at 5:00 p jn. 


EXHIBITIONS 

* Works by Maha Abu Ghosh at Iristituto Cer- 
vantes, Jabal Amman, until Nov. 16. 

fExhibition of works by Zurich-based Jor- 
danian * artist Nabil Shebadeh at Darat A1 
Funun, Jabal VVeibdeh. Also displaying works 
by 1 Jordanian artist Mohammad Nasraflah 
and works by contemporary artists, until Nov. 

y \ . 

^Timeless Weaving and New Creations — 
Home Furnishings and Accessories” at the 
Jor dan- Crafts Development Centre (A1 Aydi), 
pfahal Amman. Second Circle; nntil Nov. 10. 

*ibstract (plastic) ait by Sa’id Haddadin at 
OrfaliArt Gallery, Urn Utheina, until Nov. 5. 

^Exhibition of “Visual Forms” by Abdul Latif 
Al Smoodi at Baladan Art Gallery, Gardens 
sti^tvimotil Nov. 15. 


NEWS IN BRIEF 


Minister, ambassador cover MENA 

AMMAN (Petra) — Minister of Industry and Trade AJi Abul Ragheb Sunday received the Egyptian Ambassador 
to Jordan Hani Riad and the two reviewed bilateral tie$ particularly in the economic field. Discussions also cov- 
ered means to enhance joint bilateral cooperation in ligftt of economic changes in the region. The two men also 
discussed preparations regarding the regional economic conference slated to be held in Cairo on Nov. 12. 

Minis ter stresses environmental. integrity 

AMMAN (Petra) — Minister of Municipal and Rural Affairs and the Environment Abdul Razzaq Tubeishat Sun- 
day received the Romanian Ambassador to Jordan loan Agafichioaie and covered bilateral relations and especial- 
ly environment-related issues. Dr.Tubeishar maintained the Kingdom's ecological concern regarding Jordan, the 
region and the world as well as His Majesty King Hussein’s participation in all international conventions and events 
pertaining to environmental integrity. He also stressed the importance of enhancing relations between Jordan and 
Romania in terms of wastewater treatment and exchange of information in that regard. 

Masri leaves for Britain for talks 

AMMAN (Petra) — Minister of Education Munther Masri Sunday left for Britain on a several-day official visit 
upon an invitation from the British Council. The minister is expected to meer with British officials to discuss edu- 
cational-related issues. 

Surgeon conference begins today 

AMMAN (Petra) — The twenty-fourth conference of Jordanian surgeons and the fourth of the Jordanian-German 
Surgeons Society begins today at Jabri Hall in Amman with the participation of 350 Jordanian, German and for- 
eign surgeons. The conference, which will last three days, will cover over 60 reports and studies regarding aspects 
related to surgery. 

University president hosts culture chat 

IRBID (Petra) — President of Yarmouk University Ahmad Salim Sunday received German Ambassador to Jor- 
dan Peter Mende and the two concentrated on academic, cultural and scientific fields and means of enhancing 
same. 


University teachers form 
political science society 
to upgrade teaching 


AMMAN (Petra) — 
Twenty-four university 
teachers from five 
universities have created 
the Jordanian Political Sci- 
ence Society, according to 
a statement released Sun- 
day. 

The professors say that 
this society is geared 
towards teaching political 
science and raising the 
level of efficiency in this 
endeavour. 

The statement, from the 
Applied Science Universi- 
ty (ASU) where the initial- 
ing of an agreement on this 
project took place, said 
that the 24 teachers hold 
posts at the University of 
Jordan, Yarmouk Univer- 
sity, Muta University, Al al 
Bayt University, the ASU 
and the Jordan Institute of 
Diplomacy which houses 
research and studies cen- 
tres. 

The announcement of 
the society followed a 
seminar at ASU regarding 
the teaching of political 
science and was addressed 
and attended by specialists 
from various universities. 

The statement said that 
the society is open for 
membership by teachers 
working in the field of 
political science and will 
be purely academic in 
nature. 


Members of the society 
have pledged to work in 
upgrading the teaching of 
political science, imple- 
menting activities con- 
nected with the documen- 
tation of various issues in 
the field, facilitating the 
publication and distribu- 
tion of pertinent informa- 
tion, encouraging field 
research and stimulating 
Arabic translations of vari- 
ous scientific writings in 
political science, the state- 
ment said. 

The statement described 
three categories of mem- 
bers: Active, supporting 
and honoraiy. with the 
stipulation that active 
members should be Jor- 
danian with doctorate 
degrees in their field or in 
scientific research as well 
as working in their field of 
specialisation for at least 
three years. 

The supporting members 
will be providing financial 
and other assistance to the 
society whose seven- 
member board will be 
awarding honorary mem- 
bership to those who offer 
contributions and will 
draw its revenues from 
membership fees and con- 
tributions. 
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Romanians decide between 
Iiiescu or faster change 



BUCHAREST (R) — 

Romanians reeling from 
seven years of post- 
Comraunist poverty went to 
the polls Sunday to choose 
between President Ion 
Hiescu's cautious approach 
to reform or rivals pressing 
for faster change. 

Mr. Iiiescu. in power since 
Stalinist dictaror Nicolae 
Ceausescu was shot in 
1989. voted j'ust after 7 a.m. 
and said the presidential and 
parliamentary ballot was 
proof of Romania’s com- 
mittment to democracy. 

“I regard these elections 
as a normalisation of tbe 
general climate and the gen- 
eral political development 
of our country.” said Mr. 
Iiiescu. after he and his wife 
Nina voted. 

The commenrs by Mr. 
Diescu, an ex-Communist. 
were directed at Western 
suspicions of his democratic 
credentials and his adminis- 
tration of former Ceausescu 
functionaries. 

Romania's standing with 
NATO and the European 
Union — which it is eager 
to join — will depend on a 
free and fair election. The 
Balkan country is the only 
East European state where 
anti -Communists have not 
had a period in power. 

Opposition parties have 
expressed fears of mass 
fraud engineered by Mr. 
Hiescu's Party of Social 
Democracy (PDSR). 

The president expressed 
confidence in victory during 
a bruising campaign. On 
Sunday he said only that he 
believed he would win 
through to a run-off round 
later this mouth. 

Opinion polls, fairly unre- 
liable in Romania, have 
given Mr. Iiiescu a slight 
lead over 15 rivals in the 



Romanian President Ion Diescu makes the victory sign 
after casting his ballot in Sunday’s general elections. 
Mr. Iiiescu. a former Communist, looks set to win a 
fresh term in office but voters may end his party's dom- 
inance of parliament, opinion polls suggest (Reuter 
photo) 


presidential race. 

But his party, reviled by 
many because of corruption 
scandals. trails the 
Democratic Convention 
(CDR) in the parliamentary 
vote. The president could 
face a hostile parliament 
demanding faster reforms if 


he wins. 

His main rivals, CDR 
leader Emil Constanrinescu 
and e.x-Premier Peire 
Roman, have gained ground 
recently. 

Many of the 17 million 
voters appear disgusted at 
soaring prices, charges of 


Breakaway Khmer Rouge 
to join Cambodian army 


PHNOM PENH (R) — 
Breakaway Khmer Rouge 
commanders have agreed to 
merge their 4,000 fighters 
with Cambodian govern- 
ment forces on Nov. 6. top 
officials from the two sides 
said Sunday. 

In another blow to the 
Khmer Rouge, a further 
3.400 rebels from four divi- 
sions and one regiment in 
the central province of 
Kompong Thom announced 
that they and 25,000 family 
members were ready to 
defect to the government. 

Sok Peap. commander of 
the breakaway Khmer 
Rouge base of Phnom 
Molai. told Reuters Sunday 
that dissident guerrilla 
leader Ieng Sary had decid- 
ed to integrate his estimated 
4.000 fighters with the 
Royal Cambodian Armed 
Forces. 

Ek Sereywath, secretary 
of state for the defence min- 
istry, told Reuters that 
armed forces deputy chief 
of staff General Nhiek Bun 
Chhay had flown to Ieng 
Sary’s base at Pailin in the 
northwest to finalise prepa- 
rations for Wednesday’s 
ceremony. 

In a separate statement, 
read out on a local radio sta- 
tion Sunday, the four divi- 
sions and one regiment 
from Kompong Thom said 
they were ready to defect. 

The statement was dated 
Nov. 1. 

“We want to finish the 
war urgently.” said the 
statement. “We have no 
conditions. Mainly we want 
safety and development." 

The defectors were angry 
that an opportunity for 
peace had been lost in 1991 
and 1992 when U.N. forces 
were in Cambodia to over- 
see a peace pact signed by 
the Khmer Rouge and its 
rivals. 

“A few obstinate leaders 
changed the situation to 
bloodshed again, which 
made us very, very sorcy for 
the wasted chance," the 
statement said. 

The announcements speed 
the unravelling of the 
Khmer Rouge hardliners 
since early August, when 
Ieng Sary broke with forces 
loyal to Khmer Rouge 
supremo Pol Pot. 

Ieng Sary was pardoned in 



Khmer Rouge soldiers provide security for an Oct. 22 
visit by Prime Minister Hun Sen's to Pailin. Breakaway 
Khmer Rouge commanders have agreed to merge their 
4,000 fighters with Cambodian government forces on 
Nov. 6 (Reuter photo) 


September for his role in the 
brutal Khmer Rouge regime 
of 1975-1979 that left more 
than one million Cambo- 
dians dead from murder, 
overwork, disease or mal- 
nutrition. 

The royal amnesty from a 
1979 death sentence al- 
lowed peace- talks to resume 
between the government 
and his guerrilla followers 
based along the northwest 
border with Thailand. 

Co-premiers Prince Noro- 
dom Ranariddh and Hun 
Sen last month met sepa- 
rately with Ieng Sary in 
Pailin. and their indepen- 
dent negotiations have led 
to a widening rift within the 
coalition government that 
shows no signs of mending 
soon, analysts said. 

Ranariddh, speaking to 
reporters lare Saturday, said 
he had brought Sok Peap 
and Ei Chien, commander 
of Pailin. to Phnom Penh 
last week for talks about 


tensions between rival guer- 
rillas and integration with 
government forces. 

Asked if Hun Sen knew 
about the secret talks. 
Ranariddh said: “I forgot to 
inform him about it." 

Ranariddh said he be- 
lieved the breakaway fight- 
ers deserved at least one 
general staff position in the 
royal armed forces, a pro- 
posal Hun Sen has rejected. 

In a strongly worded 
address recorded Saturday 
night and broadcast on local 
radio Sunday, Hun Sen 
blamed the delays in Ieng 
Sary’s merger on unnamed 
politicians in Phnom Penh. 

"Our country is very sorry 
and our compatriots are 
very sad because some 
politicians in Phnom Penh 
tell the breakaway Khmer 
Rouge to demand top posi- 
tions." he said. “This case 
makes the Cambodian peo- 
ple fall into bloodshed 
again.” 




ruling party incompetence 
and an economic slump that 
has pushed living standards 
well below those of near 
neighbours Hungary. 
Poland, and the Czech 
Republic. 

Average monthly wages 
remain below $100. 

“It took a while to leaf 
Through the ballot papers 
but I found the party I was 
looking for.” said Radu 
Stefan, a voter in his fifties. 
“I will only say that I voted 
for change." 

Polls opened at 6 a.m. 
(0400 GMT) in brilliant 
sunshine. Early voters were 
mainly elderly people keen 
to avoid a rush. 

Official election results 
are due late Monday. 

“I haven't eaten in three 
days and I'm here to make 
sure things change.” said an 
unemployed man who was 
interviewed by local televi- 
sion as he waited for polling 
stations to open. 

To form a ground-break- 
ing government, the centrist 
CDR will need to ally with 
Roman's Social Democratic 
Union (USD). Both parties 
promise quicker economic 
reforms and an end to abuse 
of power, but disputes have 
so far kept them apart. 

Mr. Iiiescu. who easily 
won elections in 1990 and 
J 992, has portrayed himself 
as a bulwark of stability. He 
points to the steep econom- 
ic decline and conflicts in 
neighbouring Bulgaria and 
Yugoslavia as pitfalls to be 
avoided. 

Good weather may 
encourage a high turnout — 
a factor that favours Mr. 
Iiiescu, who is popular in 
rural areas but has lost sup- 
port among industrial work- 
ers. 

Pakistan 
court 
reinstates 
ousted 
Punjab chief 

LAHORE, Pakistan (R) — 
A Pakistani court reinstated 
the ousted chief minister of 
Punjab province Sunday in 
a setback for Prime Minis- 
ter Benazir Bhutto. 

The Lahore high court 
gave Manzoor Wattoo, ous- 
ted in September 1995 on 
Ms. Bhutto's recommenda- 
tion, 10 days to prove his 
majority in the assembly in 
Pakistan's most populous 
province. 

The three-member bench 
said in its order that if Mr. 
Wattoo failed to win a vote 
of confidence, outgoing 
Chief Minister Arif Nakai, 
whose party is in Ms. Bhut- 
to's federal governing coa- 
lition. would be returned to 
power in Punjab. 

President Farooq Legha- 
ri, acting on Ms. Bhutto's 
mandatory advice, sus- 
pended Mr. Wattoo last 
year after a revolt by most 
provincial ministers. Nakai 
later assumed power in the 
fertile, central province 
that borders India. 

Newspapers bad said Mr. 
Wattoo’s return to power 
would be a blow to Ms. 
Bhutto's government, 
which has been under pres- 
sure from intensifying 
opposition protests. 

“If Mr. Wattoo becomes 
chief minister again, the go- 
vernment at the centre will 
have to struggle to survive,” 
the English-language daily 
the news said Sunday. “The 
restoration will create an at- 
mosphere of unmitigated 
uncertainty.' 1 

it said Mr. Waltoo’s return 
could stoke tension between 
die federal and Punjab gov- 
ernments, weakening Ms. 
Bhutto's hold on power. 

But Mr. Wattoo’s pros- 
pect of winning a vote of 
confidence was uncertain. 

His faction of the Pakis- 
tan Muslim League (PML- 
X) has only a handful of'de- 
puties in the Punjab provin- 
cial assembly and would 
need the support of the 
main PML opposition party 
led by former Prime Minis- 
ter Nawaz Sharif and other 
groups to survive. 
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Romanian soldiers line up to receive voting ballots at a military barrack as they pre- 
pare to deliver their verdict in Sunday's general elections. Romania is the only 
Eastern European country where tbe opposition has not been able to oust ex- 
communists from power through the ballot box (Reuter photo) 

Former Sri Lankan president’s 
funeral triggers political battle 


COLOMBO (AFP) — The 
state funeral of Sri Lanka's 
former President Junius 
Jayewardeue has triggered a 
new confrontation between 
the opposition and the gov- 
ernment over arrangements, 
officials said Sunday. 

Mr. Jayewardene's oppo- 
sition United National Party 
(UNP) asked the govern- 
ment to declare a day of 
national mourning and 
grant a public holiday for 
the cremation but the 
authorities refused, party 
officials said. 

Government radio repeat- 
ed announcements saying 
that Monday, the day of the 
funeral, will not be a nation- 
al holiday. 

The government had, 
however, agreed to a state 
funeral for Mr. Jayewardene 
who died here Friday of 


cancer at the age of 90. He 
was Sri Lanka's first execu- 
tive president and ruled for 
12 years until retiring in 
19S9. 

Five provincial councils 
controlled by Mr. Jayewar- 
dene's UNP declared Mon- 
day a holiday so that public 
sector workers under their 
administrations, the highest 
level of local government, 
could attend the funeral. 

There has been no reac- 
tion to the death from Pre- 
sident Cbandrika Kumara- 
tunga whose late husband 
was detained on false sedi- 
tion charges in 1981 by the 
Mr. Jayewardene adminis- 
tration. 

Mr. Jayewardene also 
took away the civil rights of 
the present Prime Minister 
Sirima Bandaranaike for six 
years after a highly contro- 


versial inquiry ordered by 
him in October 1980. 

Condolence messages 
have come in from neigh- 
bouring India as well as 
from Japan, a close ally of 
Mr. Jayewardene. but the 
Colombo government has 
remained silent. 

One of Mr. Jayewardene's 
eyes was sent to Japan 
while the other will go to a 
Sri Lankan needing a trans- 
plant. the eye donation soci- 
ety here said. 

In deference to Mr. 
Jayewardene’s wishes, the 
cremation will be at the 
Buddhist temple town of 
Kelaniya. just outside the 
capital. 

Police said they have 
already tightened security 
in the area ahead of the 
funeral. 


Burmese police block roads 
ahead of Suu Kyi speech 


RANGOON (R) — 

Burmese police blocked 
access to democracy leader 
Aung San Suu Kyi's street 
Sunday, a sign authorities 
would probably once again 
prevent the Nobel Peace 
laureate from giving a regu- 
lar weekend speech to sup- 
porters. 

Traffic police and military 
intelligence officers were 
stationed about 100 metres 
each side of Ms. Suu Kyi’s 
University Avenue home at 
mid- morning, barring cars 
from driving near her 
house. Pedestrians were 
also asked to stay away. 

"You cannot go through,” 
said one man, apparently a 
military intelligence officer. 
“You can go other places, 
but for government security 
you cannot go past.” 

On Saturday. Ms. Suu Kyi 
was prevented from holding 
her regular afternoon 
speech after police blocked 
access to her house. 

The road was not original- 
ly blocked, but police set up 
checkpoints manned by riot 
police after several hundred 
people refused to disperse. 

Diehard supporters who 
came to hear Ms. Suu Kyi 
speak told Reuters they 
would return Sunday, 

Ms. Suu Kyi eventually 
left her house in a car 
Saturday afternoon and 
drove outside the barricades 
to speak to at least rwo dif- 
ferent groups of supporters. 

“Keep trying.” she told 
one group who ran to catch 
up to her car so they could 
hear her speak. “I will try to 
be able to hold our talks 
officially tomorrow.” 

A short distance away she 
spoke to another group who 
had been forced away from 
the intersection leading to 
her house. This time the 
group erupted into cheers, 
witnesses said. 

This is the sixth consecu- 
tive weekend Ms. Suu Kyi 
has been prevented from 
making her regular speech- 
es. She normally speaks for 
an hour Saturdays, and 
Sundays she and her two 
top lieutenants, Kyi Maung 
And Tin Oo. speak for 20 
minutes each. 

The speeches began as 
spontaneous gatherings 
after Ms. Suu Kyi was 
released from six years of 
house arrest in July 1995. 
But they have become a 


regular weekend fixture and 
are the only way Ms. Suu 
Kyi's National League for 
Democracy (NLD) party 
can disseminate informa- 
tion. 

Ms. Suu Kyi speaks about 
NLD policies and also 
answers questions on every- 
thing from the government 
and education to how to 
make ends meet. 

The ruling Stare Law and 
Order Restoration Council 
(SLORC) has declared tbe 
gatherings illegal and said 
unless they are held inside 
Ms. Suu Kyi’s compound, 
they will be stopped. 

But suu kyi said they were 
public gatherings that 
should not be held behind 
closed doors. 

The SLORC began pre- 
venting the weekend gath- 
erings as part of a crack- 
down on the NLD in late 
September, setting up 
checkpoints manned by 
heavily-armed security offi- 
cials. 

It also arrested 573 NLD 
members or supporters who 
planned to attend a Sept. 
27-29 party congress. They 
were later released. 

The NLD won a landslide 
victory in a 1990 election 
but the SLORC refused to 
recognise results of the poll. 

In Manila. Leading Asian 
democrats Sunday urged 
Burma to hasten the return 
of freedom, warning the 
"fumes of discontent” in 
that country could explode 
into violence affecting the 
whole of Asia. 

Former Philippine 
President Corazoo Aquino, 
who once inspired unarmed 
civilians to stand firm 
against the army, and pro- 
democracy activists from 
South Korea. Taiwan and 
Burma issued the call at the 
start of a two-day meeting 
in Manila. 

The aim of the meeting, 
attended by about 100 dele- 
gates from 15 nations, is to 
find ways to persuade 
Burma's military rulers to 
relax their grip. 

"The stubborn refusal of 
SLORC to unblock avenues 
for peaceful self-expression 
is bottling up fumes of dis- 
content that may soon turn 
noxious and burst violently 
across the land,” Mrs. 
Aquino said in a speech. 

Mrs. Aquino, who helped 
lead the so-called “people 


power” revolt that over- 
threw President Ferdinand 
Marcos in 1986. said the 
Philippine example of 
restoring democracy peace- 
fully sent a message to all 
dictators. 

“But it is apparently tak- 
ing time for some of the 
region's governments to 
heed it and to learn the les- 
son that it is better to yield 
to peaceful. massive 
appeals of the population 
than to wait for that popula- 
tion to explode in violent 
revolution.” 

Sein Win, prime minister 
of a U.S.-based Burmese 
government in exile, said 
violence in his country 
would affect the entire 
region. He said the political 
temperature in Burma was 
rising and “more clashes are 
likely.” 

“If left to the generals 
alone, the situation in 
Burma could explode and 
affect the stability of the 
Asia-Pacific region.” he 
said, urging the association 
of South East Asian Nations 
(ASEAN) to persuade 
SLORC to open talks with 
Ms. Suu Kyi. 

Burma has applied for 
membership in ASEAN but 
three members of the 
regional grouping — the 
Philippines. Thailand and 
Singapore — have 
expressed reservations. 

South Korean opposition 
leader Kim Dae-Jung said 
Indonesia and Burma were 
examples of countries 
“which continue to suffer 
from oppressive military 
dictators and authoritarian 
systems.” 

"I believe it is high time for j 
us to be concerned also abqut ! 
the issues of democratisation 
in Indonesia" where "the 
democratic forces led by Mrs 
Megawati are severely 
repressed,” he said. 

Indonesia, embarrassed by 
the recent awarding of the 
Nobel Peace Prize to two 
opponents of its rule in East 
Timor, has also cracked down 
on supporters of Megawati 
Sukarnoputri. 

Mr. Kim said the world was 
undergoing an information 
revolution and this could not 
thrive where individuality 
and creativity were sup- 
pressed. 

The meeting was organised 
by the Forum of democratic 
Leaders in the Asia-Pacific. 


N. Korea 
hints at 
releasing 
arrested 
U.S. citizen 

SEOUL (AFP) — In an 
apparent move to mend 
fences with Washington. 
North Korea Sunday hinted 
at releasing a U.S. citizen 
arrested in August on 
charges of spying for South 
Korea. 

In talks last week in New 
York, the North promised 
to consider settling die 
issue “for the sake" of 
progress” in ties with 
Washington. a North 
Korean foreign ministry 
spokesman said. 

"The DPRK (North 
Korea) side, requested by 
the U.S. side to settle the 
issue of Evan Carl 
Hunzike, a U.S. citizen 
who illegally entered the 
DPRK. from a humanitari- 
an point of view said the 
issue may be considered 
for the sake of progress in 
DPRK-U.S. ties.” he said. 

It was North Korea's first 
official indication that Mr. 
Hunzike, detained in the 
North August 24. might be 
released. 

Washington has pressed 
for North Korea to allow a 
Swedish diplomat to meet 
with Mr. Hunzike. Sweden 
represents U.S. interests 
with North Korea. 

The row over Mr. 
Hunzike came as tension 
grew between the wo 
Koreas over the incursion 
of a North Korean subma- 
rine into South Korean 
waters on Sept. 18 with 26 
agents aboard. 

“We believe North Korea 
should do something to 
atone for its incursion." 
U.S. state department 
spokesman Nicholas Burns 
said last week, comment- 
ing on two rounds of U.S.- 
North Korean talks in New 
1 York in October. 

■■ /South Korea has called 
‘ oh Washington to slow its 
rapprochement with 
Pyongyang, asking the 
Communist North to apol- 
ogize for the incursion or 
face further isolation. 

Under a landmark agree- 
ment in 1994, which 
defused a nuclear crisis on 
the Korean peninsula, 
Washington promised 
politic*.! and economic 
benefits. In return, the 
North froze its controver- 
sial nuclear program. 

The North Korean 
spokesman, speaking 
through the Korean central 
news agency, described the 
New York meeting as “con- 
structive. North Korea con- 
firmed “the U.S. side's 
willingness to discharge its 
obligation" for the imple- 
mentation of the 1994 deal 
and improvement of rela- 
tions. “in defiance of some 
arguments widespread over 
the prevailing situation,” 
he said. 

'The U.S. side promised ■ 
again to go ahead with 
heavy oil shipments and 
supply of light water reac- 
tors under the framework 
agreement, without regard 
to any external effects," the 
spokesman said. 

The North’s conciliatory 
gesture followed a high- 
level security conference in 
Washington last week 
between U.S. and South 
Korean military leaders. 

“The submarine incur- 
sion confirmed that the ■ 
North continues to pose a 
significant threat to peace 
on the peninsula and stabil- 
ity in the entire region,” 
U.S. Defense Secretary ;i 
William Perry said. ; 

South Korean Defense 
Minister Kim Dong-Jin ' 
warned that depending on .. 
the situation. South Korea : 

and the United States could 

jointly "plan and imple- - 
ment” team spirit. 

But the two defense y 
chiefs said they have yet to f ; 
decide whether to resume ' '*• 
“team spirit” joint military 
maneuvers suspended for r 
two years to foster an.:* 
improved climate on the;; 
peninsula. 

Mr. Kim and Mr. Percy ' 
also agreed to fully imple- Y 
ment the 1994 agreement • - 
touted as one of U.S. 
President Bill Clinton's 1 
diplomatic coups. 1 
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Republican presidential candidate Bob Dole waves to the audience packing the gym at Ashland University. Sen. 
Dole began his 96-hour nonstop campaign swing up to election day at the rally here (Reuter photo) 
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BUKAVU, Zaire (R) — 
More than one million 
refugees have been aban- 
dons! to their fate in eastern 
Zaire where Tutsi rebels 
have driven Zaire’s' rag-tag 
army from a string of towns 
bordering Tutsi-led Rwanda 
and Burundi. 

‘The biggest problem is 
that we have left behind us 
hundreds of thousands of 
refugees who have abso- 
lutely nobody to feed 
them,” Michelle Quintaglie 
of the U:N. World Food 
Programme said after for- 
eign aid workers fled across 
the Rwandan border. 

.“With our departure there 
is hot a siqgjfi.jielief worker; 
jn.the entire ©astern Zaire; 
region,’* sai<fPahos Moiffli- ! 
las' ’of the U.N. refugee 
agency, UNHCR. “The 
prospects for the Rwandans 
and the Zaireans are disas- 


trous. 

The battle for Goma, 
headquarters of the interna- 
tional relief effort in the 
region, raged Saturday with 
Zairean troops ■ fighting 
rebels and Rwandan sol- 
diers, witnesses said. 

It was unclear who con- 
trolled the city at nightfall 
but Reuters photographer 
George Malala said much of 
the centre of Goma, a key 
base for the Zairean amiv, 
was in the hands of the 
Rwandans and rebels. 

In Bukavu to the south, 
the rebels consolidated their 
hold and prepared to wel- 
come their leader Laurent 
Kabila, posting guards on 
shops and warning looters 
they would be hanged. 

“Don't be afraid of our 
army. We are not the -same 
as the army we have driven 
out We are nor going to 
steal and loot from you as 


they did,” a spokesman 
said. 

Corpses were strewn on 
Bukavu's streets. Initial 
estimates put the death toll 
at at least 83, including the 
Roman Catholic archbishop 
of Bukavu. 

Zaire is the latest victim 
of Hutu-Tutsi rivalry which 
has blighted life in Rwanda 
and Burundi for genera- 
tions. 

More than one million 
Hutu refugees have lived in 
camps in eastern Zaire since 
1994 when they fled 
Rwanda fearing reprisals or 
an upsurge in civil war after 
the genocide of Tutsis there. 

Around 200.000 Hums 
from Burundi are also In 
Zaire, having fled ethnic 
violence at home. 

Tens of thousands of 
Zaireans caught up in the 
fighting have joined the 
mass of displaced humanity 
in the conflict zone. 

In Mugunga Camp west 
of Goma, the world's big- 
gest refugee complex, the 
400,000 Rwandans includ- 
ed thousands of armed 
Hutus hardliners blamed for 
the 1994 genocide. 

In Kinshasa, Zaire’s army 
chief of general staff. Gen- 
eral Eluiti Monga Aundu, 
accused Prime Minister 
Kengo Wa Dondo. himself 
part-Tutsi, of not doing 
enough to help soldiers at 
the front. 

“We regret that the gov- 
ernment is moving too 
slowly and has not yet given 
us the necessary means,” he 
said. 

Kengo, a target of army 
and popular criticism and 
under growing pressure to 
resign, ruled out peace talks 
until all foreign troops left 
Zairean soil. 


Eluki accused the U.N. 
and international Commun- 
ity of failing to condemn 
Rwandan aggression. 

He promised a firm res- 
ponse against Rwandan 
troops once the army had 
the necessary equipment. 

“We are going to stop 
them, we are going to coun- 
ter attack. The bombard- 
ment of Gisenyi (in Rwan- 
da) was only the begin- 
ning... We will not stop at 
the border." 

Earlier, the government 
said there should be a 
“forced and progressive ex- 
pulsion of all the Rwandan 
Hutu refugees" camped bh 
: Zairean . ter^iyjarid.- toS- 
the' U.N. to provide food aid 
and protective corridors in 
Rwanda or Burundi. 

International diplomatic 
efforts to find a solution 
have made little headway. A 
regional African summit is 
scheduled to be held in 
Kenya Tuesday — at the 
moment without Zaire. 

Belgium, a former colo- 
nial power in the area, 
called Saturday for restraint 
from both Zaire and Rwan- 
da and urged the waning 
parties to do all in their po- 
wer to let refugees in Zaire 
return home to Rwanda. 

Belgian Foreign Minister 
Erik Derycke warned 
Rwanda in a statement 
against “all military incur- 
sions imo Zairean territory, 
the integrity of which can in 
no way be violated." 

At the same time he urged 
Zairean armed forces to 
"abstain from all provoca- 
tion." 

Belgium was the former 
colonial power in Zaire and 
Rwanda and Burundi were 
once Belgian protectorates. 
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Cuba 


rejects 
storm aid 


from U.S. 


HAVANA (R) —'Cuba said 
Saturday it was not accept- 
ing pun of a planeload of 
food aid for victims of 
Hurricane Lili sent by 
Cuban-Americans because 
packages bad been adorned 
with political, “counter- 
revolutionary" slogans. 

The government said in a 
statement published in the 
ruling Communist Party 
newspaper Granma that it 
had decided to accept “all 
the cvgo.;tW-- does not 
haver political inscriptions 
and suggestive, provoca- 
tive ahd counter-revolu- 
tionary messages." This 
amounted to about three 
quarters of the aid. 

But it said seven tons of 
the cargo would be given 
back to Caritas, the Cuban. 
Church Charity carrying 
the aid. The cargo was 
donated by mostly Cuban- 
Araerican citizens in the 
United States and sent 
through the U.S. church 
charity Catholic Relief 
Services and the Roman 
Catholic Diocese in Miami. 

The aid, consisting of a 
total of some 30 tonnes of 
rice, milk and beans, 
arrived in Havana on a 
charter flight from Miami a 
week ago, but so far had 
not been moved to affected 
areas of the country for dis- 
tribution. 

Caritas Cubana Director 
Rolando Suarez said it was 
true that before the cargo 
arrived it had been agreed 
with the government the 
food aid should bear no 
identifying markings other 
than the words "Caritas" or 
“CRS.” 

Referring to the part of 
the cargo rejected by 
authorities, Mr. Suarez told 
Reuters Caritas was look- 
ing into how the organisa- 
tion could remove the 
offending lettering and still 
distribute this pan. of the 
aid at a later date. 

Granma said that some 
23 tonnes of rice, beans 
and canned milk would 
now be distributed, while 
the remaining seven tonnes 
would be handed back. It 
added that Cuba would 
never accept “an assault on 
its dignity," however 
adverse its circumstances. 

Father Thomas Wenski, 
an official of the Miami 
Diocese who accompanied 
the cargo to Cuba, said ear- 
lier this week delays in 
sending the Food to the 
provinces appeared due 
partly to slogans written on 
the cargo and also because 
•the milk component of the 
cargo came in many vari- 
eties, such as canned milk, 
powdered milk and so on, 
and had to be classified by 
authorities. 

Cuban authorities had 
made clear before the aid 
was sent that they would 
not accept political slogans 
on packages. 
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Clinton laments division; 
Dole hammers on ethics 


WASHINGTON <R) — 
With just three days to go 
until Tuesday's election. 
President Bill Clinton Sa- 
turday accused Republicans 
of divisive politics but Bob 
Dole, predicting a victory, 
continued to hammer at Mr. 
Clinton's ethics. 

“We’ve had literally a 
scandal a week in this 
administration the past sev- 
eral weeks.” Sen. Dole said 
in Indianapolis. “I think the 
American people are start- 
ing to say ‘what's going on 
there. What’s going on in 
this White House?'” 

Sen. Dole, buoyed by new 
polls showing him narrow- 
ing the gap to Mr. Clinton, 
stayed with attacks on Mr. 
Clinton's ethics in the sec- 
ond day of his round-the- 
clock campaign push for the 
White House. 

“There is something hap- 
pening across America ... I 
think we’re going to win 
this race,” a srill-fired-up 
Dole told supporters in 
Omaha, Nebraska, at the 
day’s seventh campaign 
appearance in as many 
states. 

“If he's reelected he's 
going to spend half of his 
time next year with investi- 
gations ... Who knows what 
will happen in the next 24 
months, 36 months," Sen. 


Dole said. 

Mr. Clinton countered at a 
speech at the Alamo in San 
Antonio by accusing 
Republicans of divisive pol- 
itics. 

Mr. Clinton made the 
campaign stop at the Alamo 
to try to win over normally 
Republican Texas despite a 
local poll showing he was 
trailing 47-42 in voter sup- 
port there. 

Later he paid a nostalgic 
visit to' his old hometown. 
Little Rock. Arkansas, 
lamenting the Republican’s 
strategy. 

“I really don’t like a lot of 
what's happened in politics 
in the last several years. I 
don't like the fact that espe- 
cially when it gets down 
toward the end and people 
get desperate, they think the 
only thing to do is try to 
convince you their oppo- 
nent is no good," Mr. 
Clinton said. 

“We ought to get away 
from this idea that we have 
to demonise our opponent 
in order to clarify our differ- 
ences." he said. “But don’t 
worry about me — every 
time I get down, I remember 
what Mark Twain said about 
a dog. Mark Twain said 
every dog ought to have a 
few fleas." 

Sen. Dole picked up unde- 


cided voters and narrowed 
Mr. Clinton's lead in the 
final days of the campaign, 
two new polls showed. 

Sen. Dole lagged Mr. 
Clinton by only 3.8 per cent 
in a Reuters/Zogby daily 
tracking poll. Mr. Clinton 
was favoured by 42.4 per 
cent and Sen. Dole 38.6 per 
cent of 1.200 likely voters 
polled - by John Zogby 
Group International bet- 
ween Wednesday and Fri- 
day. The poll had a 3 per- 
centage point margin of 
error. 

Mr. Clinton’s lead nar- 
rowed to 13 per cent in a 
CNN/USA Today/ Gallup 
poll, which gave the presi- 
dent 50 per cent of the vote 
to Sen. Dole’s 37 per cent. 
Mr. Clinton had an 1 8-point 
lead Friday. 

Reform Party candidate 
Ross Perot was far behind 
in third but White House 
officials hoped the third 
party candidate would not 
cut Into Mr. Clinton’s mar- 
gin so much that the presi- 
dent would be denied a 
majority of the popular 
vote. 

Mr. Perot attacked Mr. 
Clinton for ethical lapses, 
corrupt campaign financing 
and a lax attitude toward 
illegal drug use during a 
speech in a working class 


suburb south of Detroit. 

“I promise you this if you 
elect me as your president I 
will put a sign up that this 
White House is not for sale 
at any price, at any time,” 
Mr. Perot told about 900 
supporters. 

White House political 
director Doug Sosnick, trav- 
elling with Mr. Clinton in 
Texas, said undecided vot- 
ers were finally making a 
choice in the final days 
before the election and be 
was not surprised that Mr. 
Clinton was getting few of 
them. 

By late afternoon. Sen. 
Dole’s face had begun to 
look slightly drawn, and his 
voice slowed. But he 
bounced back at the evening 
rally at the Omaha Airport, 
with a stump speech dotted 
with wisecracks. 

Sen. Dole started the day 
with a chat at an all-night 
coffee shop in New Jersey 
and went on to breakfast 
with retired Gen. Colin Po- 
well outside of Philadel- 
phia. 

“It's a race ... that is 
winnable and he's going to 
win it,” Gen. Powell, who 
was chairman of the mili- 
tary Joint Chiefs of Staff, 
told a crowd of several hun- 
dred at a restaurant along 
the Delaware River. 


Japan food 
poisoning 
official 
commits 
suicide 

TOKYO (R) — An official 
in* charge of schobl lunches 
in the western Japanese 
city which^was the centre 
of a kiUer'fOOd poisoning 
outbreak this year has 
committed suicide, police 
reported Sunday. 

A police spokesman told 
reporters in Sakai that the 
body of Shigeki Morimo- 
to, 61, managing director 
of the Sakai School Lunch 
Program Association, was 
found in a pond in Sakai 
Saturday afternoon. 

He was believed to have 
deliberately drowned him- 
self. 

“Morimoto is believed to 
have killed himself be- 
cause his family said he 
had been worried about his 
job and because a note left 
at his home made refer- 
ence to his ‘regrets’," the 
spokesman said. 

Morimoto died one day 
after Sakai authorities offi- 
cially declared the months- 
long epidemic over. 

The outbreak, which 
started in the city last July 
and spread to other parts of 
the country, has so far 
killed 11 people, mainly 
schoolchildren, and made 
9,500 ill. 

Victims came down with 
vomiting, diarrhoea and 
dehydration. 

In a possible new o-157 
coli bacillus outbreak, 
more than 100 children at a 
kindergarten in northern 
Japan are believed to have 
been infected by the killer 
germ, officials said Friday. 

Children from the Aoi- 
Nishi Kindergarten in Obi- 
hiro city in Hokkaido pre- 
fecture began complaining 
last week of symptoms 
linked to the 0157 Coli 
Bacillus, and 23 children 
diagnosed as canying the 
germ are in hospital, health 
officials said. 

Since last week's out- 
break, a total of 180 peo- 
ple, including 120 chil- 
dren, have reported symp- 
toms typical of the 0-157 
germ, including severe 
diarrhoea and vomiting. 

But not all have been 
diagnosed as carrying the 
killer germ and “some may 
merely be reporting a flu”, 
one official said. 

Health authorities be- 
lieve school lunches pre- 
pared centrally in Sakai for 
distribution throughout the 
city, about 480 kilometres 
west of Tokyo, were the 
cause of the outbreak last 
July. 


U.S. heart surgeon flies to 
Moscow for Yeltsin surgery 


MOSCOW (R) — U.S. heart surgery expert 
Michael Debakey returns to Moscow Sun- 
day to advise doctors preparing to operate 
on President Boris Yeltsin, said by his wife 
to have “optimism in his eyes" about his 
imminent surgery. 

Dr. Debakey, 88, said before leaving 
Houston Saturday the heart bypass surgery, 
a procedure he pioneered. in .1964, was 
expected “early next week’!, but he could 
not be more Specific because of restrictions 
imposed by Russian officials. 

He said he and three other Houston-based 
medical experts were due to serve only as 
consultants for the operation, which would 
involve multiple bypass surgery to improve . 
bloodflow to Mr. Yeltsin’s heart. 

“We’re not going to be a part of the oper- 
ation. Hie Russian team is doing the opera- 
tion, always has been. We’re consultants.” 
he said. 

Russian Cardiologist Renat Akchurin, 
who trained under Dr. Debakey at Hous- 
ton’s Baylor College of medicine, would 
perform the operation. Dr. Debakey said. 

Officials at the Methodist Hospital in 
Houston said Dr. Debakey would be ac- 
companied to Moscow by pathologist Da- 
vid Yawn, haeraatologist Clarence Alfrey 
and cardiovascular surgeon George Noon. 

Mr. Yeltsin’s wife Naina said in a televi- 
sion interview that her 65-year-old husband 
was cracking jokes with his doctors. 

Speaking to ORT television at the Barvi- 
kha Sanatorium where Mr. Yeltsin is pre- 
paring for the operation, she said' the rest of 
the family were more nervous than Mr. 
Yeltsin himself. 

“Of course he is worried, but he is out- 
wardly calm. He has a good contact with 
his doctors. I hear humour and jokes,” she 
said, adding that Mr. Yeltsin was receiving 
lots of letters of support and many people 
were suggesting folk remedies. 

“He has optimism in his eyes. As always 
when he has decided something he believes 
it will turn out all right," she said. 

But she said the family were keeping 


from him news reports “which we think he 
should not see." She gave as an example 
newspaper attacks on his daughter Tatyana 
accusing her of bringing documents for her 
father to sign. 

Dr. Debakey has said Mr. Yeltsin has been 
treated for anaemia and thyroid problems 
and now appeared to be ready for surgery. 

He examined Mr. Yeltsin in late Septem- 
ber and predicted a full recovery for the 
president, but recommended that he rest for 
-.at least six weeks before the operation. 

German Chancellor Helmut Kohl, the 
western leader closest to Mr. Yeltsin, made 
a brief stopover in Moscow Saturday for 
talks with Russian Prime Minister Viktor 
Chernomyrdin and passed on his good 
wishes. 

“In these coming days we wish Boris 
Yeltsin all the best,” Mr. Kohl told journal- 
ists after meeting Mr. Chernomyrdin for an 
hour at Vnukovo Airport. 

“I hope the president will return (to work) 
soon and refreshed.” Mr. Kohl said. He 
indicated no major decision on NATO 
enlargement — a sore point for Moscow — 
would be taken until the Russian president 
was back in action. 

Mr. Chernomyrdin, who will stand in for 
Mr. Yeltsin during the operation, received 
personal praise from Mr. Kohl, who said: 
“These are by no means easy times and it is 
important that you are here to act with a 
sense of duty and responsibility." 

Mr. Yeltsin’s health is a subject of serious 
concern for western governments and for 
investors worried about political stability. 

His illness has been accompanied by in- 
fighting in Moscow and charges from the 
opposition that the country is being run in 
his name by his Chief of Staff Anatoly 
Chubais. 

But Kremlin spokesman Sergei Yas- 
trzhembsky stressed in a radio interview 
Saturday that Mr. Yeltsin was personally 
studying and signing all the decrees issued 
over his signature. 


S. Africa’s ‘grand betrayer’ 
to tell of apartheid abuses 


DURBAN. South Africa 
(AFP) — The first white 
policeman to blow the 
whistle on apartheid abuses, 
a man who sarcastically 
refers to himself as “the 
grand betrayer of the white 
race." will add to his revela- 
tions here Tuesday. 

Dirk Coetzee, who first 
began unveiling stale atroc- 
ities in 1989. is scheduled to 
testify before the truth and 
reconciliation commission 
on seven killings, including 
the 1981 murder of black 
activist lawyer Griffiths 
Mxenge. 

Mr. Coetzee faces trial for 
ordering Mr, Mxenge’s 
death, and will appear in 
Durban’s supreme court on 
Dec. 3, along with four for- 
mer colleagues, un-iess the 
commission grants his 
amnesty plea. 

The truth body, headed by 
Nobel Peace laureate Arch- 
bishop Desmond Turtu. is 
entasked with probing 
crimes committed between 


1960 and 1993, and can 
grant pardons to perpetra- 
tors of politically-motivated 
deeds. 

“I am seen by roost whites 
... as the grand betrayer of 
the white race," Mr. Coet- 
zee told AFP. “There are 
people who are determined 
to punish me for that." 

Mr. Coetzee, a lively 51-_ 
year-old who speaks to 
journalists with a rapid-fire 
tongue, is best known as the 
man who revealed the exis- 
tence of a secret police 
death squad based at Vlak- 
plaas, outside Pretoria. 

The unit, which Mr. 
Coetzee led from its incep- 
tion in 1980 until Decem- 
ber, 1981, has been linked 
with dozens of killings, 
bombings and other state- 
sanctioned "dirty tricks" 
operations. 

One of Mr. Coetzee’s suc- 
cessors at Vlakplaas, Colo- 
nel Eugene De Kock, who 
is nicknamed "prime evil" 
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tenced last week to two life 
terms plus 212 years on 89 
charges, including six of 
murder. 

Mr. Coetzee fled South 
Africa for four years in 
1989 after he was named by 
Almond Noforaela, an “As- 
kari" — anti-apartheid acti- 
vist turned informer — as 
having ordered Mr. Mxen- 
ge 's stabbing, beating 
death. 

“I knew the (apartheid) 
regime would make me a 
scapegoat” Mr. Coetzee 
said. “So I knew 1 had to get 
out of their reach." 

While in hiding, Mr. 
Coetzee fed South African 
journalists with tales of 
state-sanctioned abuses, 
including admissions that 
he ordered Mr. Mxenge’s 
murder. He also joined Nel- 
son Mandela’s then-banned 
African National Congress 
(ANC), which he had 
fought against during his 
police days. 
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Challenge before MENA 

SGYPT IS stepping up preparations to hold the 
hird Middle East and North Africa (MENA) 
conoraic conference between Nov. 12 and 14 
lespite the serious setbacks that have beset the 
leace process in recent months. Some 3,000 
lelegates are expected to attend the conference 
epresenting no less than 80 countries. Judging 
-jy the record number of participants, the con- 
ference might be billed a success before it 
tegins. But the reality might be different since 
igendas differ, depending on what various 
jountries want to achieve for themselves from 
he gathering. 

The two previous MENA conferences, held 
-espectively in Casablanca and Amman in 1994 
and 1995, achieved little practical results as 
nost, if not all, of the mega-projects proposed 
hen remained no more than blueprints for the 
uture. What might be different this time, is dif- 
ficult to say. But is it that we can expect from 
MENA III when the first two passed only as 
:'ora for white elephant projects? 

A recent U.N. study shows that the Palestinian 
:conomy has ’experienced a severe slowdown 
during the past several years particularly since 
the holding of the Casablanca conference. The 
Palestinian gross national product (GNP), 
according to the study, has dropped 23 per cent 
over the previous four years, with the biggest 
ail occuring over the past two years alone, i 
-5NP per capita Income among the Palestinians 
ias accordingly fallen by 39 per cent between | 
1992 and 1996 with, again, the greatest drop 
making place during the last two years. 

■ When the$e .alarming figures are examined .in . 
conjunction ' with the fact that unemployment 
unong thfe Palestinians rose from 10 per cent 
four years ago to a whopping 30 per cent this 
year, the picture that emerges is a gloomy one. 

It suggests that the projected economic divi- 
dends from the peace process are nowhere in 
fight, to put it mildly. 

The situation for the average Jordanian did 
lot fare much better either. According to a 
recent study undertaken by a noted economist, 

! he standard of living in Jordan has dropped 50 
: *er cent over the past 10 years, with 13 per 
! :ent of the drop happening sinefe 1992. 

Against this backdrop, the upcoming MENA 
I conference has a real battle to fight not only for 
; translating into practice projects on paper but 
’ ilso for addressing fast deteriorating economic 
conditions in the area. 

There is a consensus that economic develop- 
ment is the backbone of the peace process. 
Without progress on the economic front, there- 
fore. the political achievements made thus far 
will indeed be in serious jeopardy. This places 
i heavier burden on Cairo's MENA. If it does 
lot do well, the MENA series might as well 
recede into oblivion. ! 


ARABIC PRESS COMMENTARIES 

i7fE CONTINUED «»l'thc Palestinian lands is harming 
•n!\ (he Palestinian people’s interests hu! .ik«i t/x«c nf JcnJan. 
-ociolly and ccunotnicaflx . and driving people to despair, said Sultan 
\l Han ah. a writer for A1 Ra'L Sunday. The maturity of Jordamuns 
md of course the Palestinians arc asking about the kind of peace 
.vhh IstucI and believe ihc snuation now is far worse than that which 
wailed before the start of the peace process in 1991. said the 
inter. The closure, which started last February, is ruining die 
’ulcstinian economy, causing suffering to the majority of people and 
rustrating those on the two sides of the River Jordan who hud bet- 
cd on peace and dreamed of a better life, only to cod up with a 
, image, continued the writer. The Arab countries should realise tha 
Israel is escalating violence against the Palestinians under the Fre- 
est of ensuring security for the Israeli society and that through tor- 
turing the Palestinians and stoning them, it hlipcs to dmc them out 
•'tom what remains of their homeland, said the writer He expressed 
ear that even if die Arabs continue t" endure the hardship, and 
vfrain from committing a major resistance act. like pktntmg cxplo- 
•i\cs in Israel. the Israeli government and the extremists rrnglit do n 
r'or them to give themselves an excuse to cany our genocide against 
:hc Palestinian population. 

UNLESS ISRAEL c ommi ts itseir totally and sincerely to imple- 
menting the peace accords ft had signed with the Arabs and resolves 
its problems with Syria and Lebanon, it is bound to face partition 
into three entities under a confederation, according to Mohammad 
Subeihi, a writer forAl Dustour. In light of the practices of the ter- 
rorist extremists and those of ihc Likud Party. Israel uaild be split 
ip into three entities: the extremist rcligMis entity, the secular and 
lestemly-oriented group and the .\rab PJesfiman tump, predicted 
.he writer. He said history tells us that all natit w and empires began 
"o disintegrate when internal divisions emerged and not when cm* 
fronted by a common enemy. He expressed belief that the course of 
events is driving Israel into an inevitable split of its society The 
Israeli government refuses to benefit from the lessons of history and 
adamantly refuses in respect and honour the attends it had signed 
with the Palestinians and is acting against the will of Ihe secular 
groups and the peace movement inside the Israeli society and the 
^•’estininn \nK. tiv writer continued. Ho snd Ih.’ only element 
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ostituiion. but it remains to be seen w hether or not this establish- 
ment will be able to maintain its gnp for long. 


Economic Review 


By Dr. Yusuf Mansur 


Globalising the financial sector 
helps achieve competitiveness 


THE' CENTRAL Bank of Jordan fCBJl issued last wreck a new 
regulation decreasing the percentage of mandatory foreign 
deposits that banks operating in Jordan must hold with the 
Central Bank from 35 per cent to 14 per cent. This resulted in an 
increased amount of foreign currency loanable deposits in 
Jordan's twenty one banks and made the bold and timely state- 
ment that the CBJ has sufficient foreign deposits. 

Feelings in the banking community are mixed because while 
the move seems to free more foreign deposits, it promises that 
the deposit kept with the Central Bank will not eam the usual 
3 per cent the bank used to pay on the 35 per cent of the past. 
Therefore, the banks stand to lose on every 100 dollars of for- 
eign deposits an interest revenue of 42 cents (3 per cent times 
S 14 k Some bankers claimed that the loss would cause them to 
face an uneasy situation regarding loans extended in foreign 
currency. 

However, bankers seem to have failed to calculate the 
gain/loss achieved from this policy which freed 21 per cent of 
their reverses on which the Central Bank only paid 3 per cent in 
interest in the past. A simple calculation demonstrates the sim- 
ple math involved. Jordanian banks used to pay 5 per cent on 
foreign deposit accounts; therefore, by keeping 35 per cent of 
the deposits at 3 per cent with the Central Bank, they were for- 
saking the opportunity to cam 2 per cent of interest on 35 per 
cent of their total deposits. In other words; banks were losing the 
opportunity to eam 70 cents on every 100 dollars. Because the 
banks, now, can lend an additional 21 per cent of their deposits, 
they gain the opportunity to lend at the market rate of 5 per cent 
and acquire an additional 2 per cent on 21 per cent of their for- 
eign deposits. Thus, the banks stand to gain 42 cents on every 
100 dollars. The banks’ net loss, due to the new deposit policy, 
is the difference between wtaat they have last (42 cents) and 
what they have gained (42 cents) which is zero. 

The new policy, while not as harmful as some would like us to 
believe, is beneficial, to a country whose 40 per cent of all 
deposits in the banking system ore in foreign currency, of which 
only S per cent ends up as local loans. U is beneficial because it 
very subtly encourages Jordanians to maintain their accounts in 
Jordanian dinars, earning an interest rate of 10 per cent, almost 


double the interest rate earned on dollar accounts, and, at the 
same time, encourages bonks to do the same. Such a high per- 
centage rate has proven necessary for keeping the inflation rate 
down (the dinar exchange rate is presently beyond reproach) 
which looms strong in the face of a strong economic growth rate 
and present economic policies which substitute food subsidies 
with cash transfers, thus leading to increases in the amount of 
disposable currency in people's hands and causing inflation to 
increase. 

Additionally, a few months ago. some Jordanian banks cau- 
tioned their depositors to be careful and deposit some of their 
money in dollars instead of dinare, which stirred the rumour that 
the dinar was collapsing. The rumour proved to be a great 
bonanza to banks os they paid 5 per cent on the foreign deposit 
accounts and loaned dinar accounts at 10 per cent. Meanwhile, 
banks pocketed an easy 5 per cent on their deposits with no 
harm done — well, almost. The dinar could have suffered 
tremendously, had the CBJ been weak and unable to meet the 
increase in demand on foreign accounts. So overall, the present 
penalty, if it can be called a penalty, imposed on carrying foreign 
reserves has not hit an impoverished market. 

Most importantly, the new policy makes it more costly for 
lazy and idle banks which want to continue trading as in yester- 
years by- looking for the traditional borrower and the traditional 
shallow investment. The financial market needs more than a 
facelift: it needs an overhaul if it is to become more sophisticat- 
ed as some of the bonking industry experts have suggested. The 
tools that have been taught to all of us at the different business 
schools have to play in the financial market if it is to deepen, 
and the new, highly skilled technicians whose skills and training 
are so for being squandered must replace the old guard as new 
investment strategies and techniques become the name of the 
game. 

Protecting our financial markets will not stand in the face of 
the globalisation trend that is overtaking the whole world. 
Globalising the financial sector helps improve the sophistication 
of Jordanian banks and reorient the role of the capital provider 
in order for Jordan to achieve that hardy diamond of success 
they call the "competitiveness of a nation.'* 


‘The best way to stay competitive in the 
global economy is to go multi-cultural’ 


By G Wynne Dyer 


"MY FEAR is that if we keep eminent policy, 
going the way that we’re one of a handfu 
going, as my mother has said industrial count; 
few many years, the yellow figured out that tl 
peril will rule the world, stay competitive 
because they have a different century global e 
culture £nd £ ^different way. oft x go multicultural 
life. In some of those countries. Already; the oi 

they in democra-- countries can no 


do not realise is that this is no 
accident. It is deliberate gov- 
ernment policy. Australia is 
one of a handful of “mature" 
industrial countries that have 
figured out that the best way to 
slay competitive in the 21 st 
century global economy is to 


mostly from Britain or France. 
By the year 2001, almost 18 
per cent of Canada's popula- 
tion will be “visible minori- 
ties." and in big cities like 
Toronto and Vancouver the 
proportion will be 40 per cent 
or higher. 

Australia docs not lag far 


Already^ the older industrial ' behind Canada in the scale of 
countries can no lortgor com- immigration: both ■Conti tries 


cv. 

Pauline Hanson is not the 
only white Australian who has 
ever said something as stupid 
as that. But she happens to he 
an elected member of the 
Australian parliament, and 
what she says has been getting 
nationwide publicity since she 
called fur an end tn Asian 
immigration to Australia two 
months jgo. In fact, a recent 
opinion poll m the "Sydney 
Morning Herald" reported that 
4S per cent of Australians agree 
with her. 

The world is full of rednecks, 
and Australia is not more racist 
than France or Argentina or 
Japan. What makes it different 
is that it t 3 kes m 100.000 immi- 
grants a year, though it only 
ha- a total population of 1 J> 
million — and. in recent scan., 
one-third uf the immigrants 
have been Asian 

The people in the big cities 
where !he immigrants actually 
settle have odtuMed quite well, 
but Australia’s changing 
demography bothers the hell 
out of some people in small 
towns and rural areas Hike 
Pauline Hanson, who owns a 
fish-and-clup shop in the 
Queensland town of Ipswich). 
What really upsets them is that 
pig-crfj Australia is. becoming 
a multi -cultural, very compli- 
cated plate where the) no 
toucer feel at home 

What Hanson ami he; friends 


pete internationally in textiles, 
the metal-hashing industries, 
and other relatively low-wage, 
repetitive activities. The newly 
industrialising countries are 
nipping at their heels in a lot of 
other economic sectors too. 
However, the global market is 
wide open for countries that 
can provide the best services, 
the best software, the best 
entertainment — all the job- 
rich, well-paying sectors where 
innovation is the key to suc- 
cess. 

But how can you can plan for 
innovation on a systematic 
basis? Well, the best way is to 
ensure that every imaginable 
approach to the task in hand, 
every perspective and tradi- 
tional and cultural quirk that 
exists anywhere in the world, is 
available to you in your own 
language, in your own country. 

Cultural diversity is one of 
the most important new keys to 
success m the global economy. 
So throw your doors open to 
immigrants from everywhere 
on the planet, wait a few 
decades, and reap the benefits 
in exports, in jobs, in national 
income. 

The unchallenged marker 
leader in this strategy is 
Canada, which has utterly 
transformed its demography 
since it dropped its old. racist 
inuragration policy in 1967. At 
tliai time its people were 99 per 
cent European by descent. 


have populations that are 
around 20 per cent foreign- 
bom. (By comparison. Britain 
and the United States have 7 
and 8 per cent foreign-bom 
respectively, while China, 
India and Japan all have well 
under 1 per cent). 

Australia lags farther behind 
in the sheer scale and diversity 
of its non-European immigra- 
tion. Two-ihinls of Canada’s 
immigrants come from Asia, 
Latin America. Africa and the 
Middle East, compared to only 
one-third of Australia's. 
Indeed. Australia's “visible 
minorities” arc hardly more 
than 5 per cent of the popula- 
tion yet. But the strategy is the 
same •— and nowhere more 
simitar than in the two govern- 
ments' determination to do 
good by stealth. 

No Australian politician of 
note has ever stood up and said 
that the country is importing 
immigrants from all over the 
world became that strategy of 
ethnic diversity will give 
Australia a vital competitive 
edge (plus citizens with rela- 
tives in ail its best markets) in 
the world economy in the next 
century. 

As in Canada (and even in 
the United States, a lesser play- 
er in the game), those 
Australian politicians and 
bureaucrats who understand 
why ethnic diversification is a 
vital economic strategy seem to 


think that the best strategy is 
silence. Let the magic do its 
work, but do not talk about it in 
from of the children. They will 
just get cross and spoil it all. 

It is the wrong strategy. Even 
rednecks can add. If nobody 
says out loud that tbe 
Australian government is 
delibmjcly aiming to create a 
multi-racial, multi-cultural 
society os the best guarantee of 
every Australian’s future pros- 
perity. then the field is left open 
to the Pauline Hansons, who 
will take the same demograph- 
ic trends and flaunt them as 
harbingers of disaster. 

All the major political parties 
in Australia support a non- 
racial immigration policy, and 
senior people in them under- 
stand that this is one of those 
rare and happy cases where 
morality and self-interest coin- 
cide. But their determination w 
pursue the policy without 
explaining it — mainly 
because they do not trust the 
voters’ intelligence — is pater- 
nalistic. stupid and destructive. 

Dues the policy work? Well, 
it certainly does nOt hurt; 
Canada and Australia, with 20 
per cent foreign-bom. have 
unemployment rates no worse 
than France or Germany, with 
only 5 per cent foreign-born. 
And though it is early yet for 
conclusive evidence, Canada, a 
country of only 30 million, 
overtook Britain last year to 
become the world's second - 
largest exporter of television 
programming. 

If they told the truth about 
what they were doing, and 
why, they might actually per- 
suade people to support the 
policy. 


Resolutions on 
Iraq should affect 
only the ‘guilty’ 


By Waleed M- Sadi 

PRESIDENT JACQUES 
Chirac told Parliament dur- 
ing his visit to Jordan two 
weeks ago what all sensible 
and fair minded people have 
been saying all along, name- 
ly, that the Iraqi people 
should not have to pay for 
the devastating errors of 
their rulers. The judgement 
of the French President is 
particularly true because 
there is no operational 
democracy in Iraq and there 
has never been one as far 
back as one can remember. 

In the absence of an elect- 
ed government, the people 
cannot be held responsible 
for the action or inaction of 
their rulers. Hence the "rul- 
ing" by Paris that even when 
the international community 
decides to punish the Iraqi 
regime for invading and 
occupying another country, 
the Iraqi people must remain 
immune form any such 
I penalty. 

This line of thinking takes 
u$ straight to the heart of the 
matter and touches upon the 
United Nations jurispru- 
dence on applying sanctions 
against any country found 
guilty of a major w rongdo- 
ing against international law. 
the Charter of the U.N. or its 
resolutions. 

Untill now. the U.N. 
Security Council, which is 
the principal U.N. organ that 
adopts punitive measures 
against a certain country, 
does so without bearing in 
the mind the distinction 
between ruler and the gov- 
erned There is no better way 
to illustrate this anachronism 
in the Council's jurispru- 
dence than the case of Iraq 
where millions of Iraqis 
have been made to suffer for 
over six years now for the 
pave mistakes of their rulers 
in Baghdad. This indiscrimi- 
nate incrimination is defen- 
sible on all counts. No one in 
his right mind, including the 
capitals which are most 
determined to maintain crip- 
pling sanctions against Iraq, 
can truly and fairly defend 
the indiscriminate applica- 
tion of sanctions against the 
innocent as well as die 
guilty. 

I suggest that even the 
Security Council resolution 
that endorsed the fnod-for- 
oil principle as a humanitari- 
an gesture to ease ihe pres- 
sure on the innocent Iraqi 
people does not remedy the 
anomalies created b> the 
Council resolutions against 
the Iraqi people ai large. 

The Iraqis' normal needs 
go beyond food and medi- 
cines. which Resolution 70S 
aims to address. The Iraqis 
are not a sub-human species 
whose needs do not go 
beyond bxsic commodities 
of life. If ail fair-minded 
people agree that the Iraqi 
people arc innocent and 
must not be made to pax fur 
the consequential errors of 
President Saddam Hussein, 
then the international com- 
muniry must devise another 
formula for punishing (he 
“guilty" without harming the 
innocent. 

I propose that the sanc- 
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tions mechanism needs to be ' c h : 

better articulated and refined ^ _ 
so that innocent parries are sj olfie 

not punished with the cul- l 

pries. There are all sons of 
ways available to (he inter- V U« 
national community to pun- ^ l*\| Lt?c- 
ish the Iraqi regime without t r0 - 

harming the people in the 
process. 

Let us take the Iraqi case, 1 

for example. The Security ^ her 
Council had many meaning- ^ \ , ut her 

ful options to adopt against ^e*ere 
the ruling regime, without 
penalising the people as -e , Lookup 
well. On the political level, | A e. her 

countries may suspend or ** ^ y>ked- 
bre&k diplomatic relations. A 
country s membership in .*■ yghani-ten ■ 

international organisations '^V lU 

can also be suspended. Iraqi Vr ' 

means of transportation can f ' lflL ? J 
be denied permission to call j^tnous tor 
on foreign countries, The JvjkJ m1 '" 
country can be also denied .^itni vl0rr,erl 
access to arms. ,ji pirK 

Isolation of the ruling ..-tf ji3in sl l ' lt 

regime in every conceivable Wf* ' ■ e J V. n 

way would be an effective /prTjJehtf null- 

measure until there is a .•escapu^ 1 ' _ [ 

change at the political level # - 

that meets the requirements 

of the international commu- 
nity. The main thing to 1^ flj 

remember here is to apply wJ 

sanctions on the government 
alone, in the case of Iraq, 0 

there can be no doubt that nl aww f 

the six-year-old economic IF 1 1 1 I J 

embargo has taken a heavy * 
toll on the people more than 
on the regime. The ruling , 

people in Baghdad have not ^ s 

suffered at aJlfrom the sane ’ 

cions applied against their _ \\^ ere 

country. They continue to :/ >HndLJ , [ri . 

lead a normal life and all ^ l(W bra 

their economic needs are * ^ 

secured down to the finest 3 | on2 ^ 

-dnciiL So who is .punish#, isner. nkoucs 
)byithc international conrnju-- -j eiM'icn 
nity’s current stance on Iraq? 

If the intent here is to drive NASA-funded 
the people into a rebellion. . Engineerin': 

then the major capitals are 3 L which Micks 

completely wrong to beliv- --4unx thumb at 

eve it will happen, as proven -ihill crammed 

time and again over the past r»ni hoiu- 
six years or so. centre in the 

In this vein. I submit there- ’ 1(1 Hirning 
fore, that even the oil-for- ' n, ° pnacn- 
food deal is not commensu- • 'forming 

rate with the needs of the ^ l, “ 1 o:, mp 4 - 
Iraqi people. The Security . 

Council should reconsider ^ r '' ^ 

its tactics against Iraq by iP . lr > 

amending or even rescinding a I IOna * 

its measures against 
Baghdad so that they may be -y, Gfi ’? ' 

directed against the people * ^soni U m\ 

who can be held responsible ' 

for the mess in which the v, i<Wh a s fi, 
country finds itself. ?!Lr and F,jrd 

That is why ihc thinking of are pa\ i n „ 
President Chirac is more ^ ’ an ^ 

than defensible. And that Is corpo rj . 

why Pans should take the ”'ili lake n\e r 

initiative to change the '^ni build - 
course of the Council on ^rrding \i> 
Iraq, so rhat the innocent arc j Erector of 
no longer obligated to bear ; 
the consequences of actinns create 

made by others. President | ® n “'ands of 
Chirac has upheld this new ] : U nited 

posture on the Iraqi people, | f, l cur- 
so why nni translate it into a i lner >. he 
meaningful expression by j 

calling for a review of the j 4c- 

resolutions, on Iraq that j ^ipni^ n ? P ce «1 
apply colleaive punishment. | * ain, m . IIMe Hi- 


itt) Combs 

j.*'Wi k’JP r t'< 

! BOH - Where 
cjpo4-indu'tri- 
isk't .'id bnv.k 
and rusting 
-s along (he 
a> Sner. robotic.* 
envision 

\.ASA-funded 
• Engineer! n: 
^3 l which sticks 
--•tin' thumb at 
-Jliill crammed 
-^n rmi huU'- 

centre in ihe 
to turning 
■* into practi- 
forming 
v ’tith compa- 

•■•fiMrohoh will 

** industn. 


and Space 
^ tiVASAi 
^ Goldin 
.■*' “iKonium's 

and 

1 c °ipora- 
. ^ lake n\ e r 
^iid. 


i niuii) rector of 

! AS* ^ate 

I ..JS ha n* of 

! 

i i '-ln e ^ inee rs 


Barriers still blocking road to rights in Thailand, say critics 


H w , r - us " 
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Bj Sue Montpanfry 

THREE TUBS aRcr ihc jto^cnvncnr ff>xni*ed tn moke human right* a pn- 
■ -ni> a OtH MTf up TTuiIdiid'- firM human ngWs committion htu been pre- 
•vcntcJ » vahinci 

Bui mMead of redwing. ta-rt-pivcrmnnS orgstuKkuu (NGO*> *ay it is 
mactcpiaMe hecau<< ihc new comnii«#on wauhJ no< be independent if 
wguU V tharad h> the pnm c miniMer. *nh ihe artome> -general at wcrc- 
ubv "Goxeraownl' — csen dernreruicalty Heeled one* — arc not good at 
nwnmTiBg ibenrvi ic* in terms of their nnpest (nr hamaa rights." says Brian 
Bur&Lia. ^xviat adu<<fon naii>nut mMihaions fo the United Nations High 
OmrniMi.wr ftir Human Rights 

Tv be vTcd.bt;. MKh a rium be and ran by peu^e of 

ipfcgfi's onj rMi.-pcndL-nce. he s.i;.s 

“If sin iiT.1 haie lhal. fninkfs. you hd\c nafted vow time and mouej."* 
Mr. EkirdHsm «y% “Ii d>vsn't mater ton* good the Ia» «■ Unkrt* Ihe pCO- 
pte nr.fxmuNc for the wonduci of the cofraBiwtofi'i activities arc people of 
itrJcpcwicncc avl ttueewy. the votnnnxMon wga't be successful 

“II *on't ewjsw respect and ■.nrpen. m& people won't come to il with their 
concern." and cnnqilaint" ah»*t hinnan nghrs abuse?..'' 

Thus have HXT) -Jarir share of tnuial suppression. uf pro-democ- 

racy .-Kiitpft were kiltevl hv secuniv ferees m Ociobei 1976 at Thamrruwar 
Lime win and apaw m Mas IUV2 in central BaitpVc*.. Twenty years after 
ilv im- •• tS. - .• 1- •• " ii: been noMquiry. even 

c.^'iu.cd '.mi film. 

More mcruh. » Thailand's ceunnam: development races ahead. pcOf^c 
mcrcisngly find their riftes «»* land, resource* and a ckran rrmremment in 


jecpMdy. This make* the M«J for >a mdcpcmlrm conunuston urgent, says 
lawyer Somachai Homlaor. chairman of ihc Union for Cirtl Liberties of 
Thailand. 

"Th«« don’t understand their nghu, hut they know lhal the existing sys- 
tem doesn't protect thens.** he consumes. "They ncnl something 01 solve their 
probteita. but they nay no< know what this Is Even ihe governmcM know* 
•hie » urgent, otherwise people will Mage dcnxnMnHiDiu in from uf partis- 
mem every rwo months or mnneihing." 

Tim u already b appeifejg. A group called (he Forum uf the Poor, a louse 

grouping I«f students, academics, needy people, members of NGO» and buw- 
new people .supporting sociaJ justice, was sci up last December. 

Ir has Staged Ehixc mnjof dkmwoiwwiofls in rrwu of parlnuiim to bring 
atiemwn w prcMem» cawed by dun Koimnkilon, poor working ctmdilimK, 
and development scheiwa. So Bar. ihcir complaints have fallen on deaf ears 

Meanwhile, there have ben disturbing cases recently of conununny 
activists hemg murdered and people being threatened or bsmwd for taking 
pan rt protests against dtvdopmtM projects The victims have no impwtial 
body to him to that «wM tavesti^ae 

Thodand declared « an interna tonal conference m Vienna in I99J th« ii 
wpuk) give priority to creating or strengthening luihtn&l instiiurkim for the 
pTHccnon of homan right*, 

Since then, the mad to e«^Hdririg a cnmmmlun luu been himkrcd by 
bamen. — feast (he frequent chutes in govcmnwH The mom feccm 
j hawdbiolvea parliamnu and 

called an cfaxiion for 17 November. 

Suthm Nophakd, ihff fontter vicc<fennnan or the house Standing 
Committee on Justice and ftomaa Right* and one of ihc key lobbyists for the 


commission, wys csiaHiming an independent bodv should be a pnontv after ^1 £ 
ihepoU. * v 

BufilcJun. who is involved in helping ar tea,! seven countries — invludinp To 1 v ^ 

7Ttaitond — « various Mages or sening up dTimmivsiorK. points |o a gov cm- C Vyr 
mem trend Kiras *wth and J-wh-Laxt Asia to «i up mdcpcndcnl ng hu T V 

borhe*. 

“Thai is why we have comrmwums set up m India and Indcnc-ia." he rfl(I1 p^. 
says. This iw t a sneeze when two uf ihc world's most populous C£Hmtnr» " 

— *04 rwo countries whs» have a freay healthy regard tnr ihcrr own indc- -y u. 
pcwtencc — set up human rights conunisviurre.’’ ,,, 

The Philippines also has a commivsiun. the Sri Lankan govern tnmt has •' 


^ 1 ) 


.... . a commission, the 5fi Lankan government has , ■ 

recently rawed taws to *ct up one. and Bangladesh, Malavqa. Nepal and ' ../.(WT’ff to 
Pakistan are all interested m knowing ’ % V il 3 * 0 

The Vend, says Bunfekm. Stems from governments naJntna that mpcci Wl Un Ci 
for human rights aw tffert re^t sccwrty. R.jfes Bhasr , in ^ cpmtt y. : 
for example, often translate mm a refu g « problem for another. and 

Rights coowtijsiom can act as a prevenuve ntciMire ui dealing with ctwi- ’ f fcri r ^ill 

An. . ... p iMi 1 mu*..: 


nw« hrforc they ftarc mn of conirot. such * in the Bale’s. JvTtodcVra ft tiling 
AustruJu s former tmnwn rights commusmne,. * • ' JNdcd 

-The iittenmiimsd commuony is hopefc** vp ^ ^ ^ •£%*** by 

sucking them back togelhcr agmT he says ^ ( ,f rjf fici a |^ 

We can pot ra peaedkerpen or elcctHm ironitoys, hw Mc canT put cot* . 7 prexL 

mwuuo ^together tnxc they’ve stared abu, ing other’s rights ^ is 

killing each ocher" * 

Such a healing pmi lakes {encranow. Wfeu » c haw tt> awtemnd w 

w|sril;I() ^ 'UflM - 

equation 0 *111 I 
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Pakistani lawyer leading the battle against ‘forces of darkness’ 


lec h*nisnj - 

anicui «ed 
‘ ! nn ^en, 

‘“shed 

"■“ttfehS 
lra !i ts.*;, 1 

6 ,h - -7C: 
11 

""8 ■*?»*. * 
102 (Vie *■ 

l* 

T* 

0 f be su -Pen^i. 

°[ lrjns P f ^ . 
!ed 

e '2 n Cituiwnp^ 

’ Cjn ^ al< fl ^ 
to arm-.. 

^ 0n "f the,.. 

in ^ 
ou 'd be Jn c0c 

« until iher/ 

■ ei< lh * reau,^ 
- >Hj| 
n Vip- 


'LTc 


By Yasmin AKbhai Brown 

MEETING ASMA Jahangir 
for the first time is a dis- 
concerting; experience. The 
head of Pakistan's Human 
Rights Commission and a 
lawyer of international 
repute, she has none of the 
formality or reserve you 
would expect. A warm, 
pedte woman, she sat legs 
crossed on the settee, in her 
plain cotton clothes, 
munching eagerly inro a 
kebab roll, when she was in 
London earlier last month 
to deliver the prestigious 
John Foster Memorial Lec- 
ture to honour those pro- 
moting the cause of human 
rights. She offered me tea 
several times, asked if I 
would like to share her 
kebab and chatted about her 
life and work as if we were 
old friends. 

Then she struck. Looking 
directly into my face, her 
eyes ablaze, she asked: 
“What have you women 
done about Afghanistan? 
Don't you think you should 
do something?" 

Kabul was once a cos- 
mopolitan city, famous for 
its highly educared and mil- 
itantly independent women. 
But the only public demon- 
strations so far against the 
barbaric regime imposed on 
women by the Taleban mili- 
tia since their capture of the 
city on Sept. 27 have been 
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Asma Jahangir 

organised by Muslim 
women next door in Pak- 
istan. where they are fight- 
ing their own battles against 
the forces of darkness. 
Asma is one of those lead- 
ing the protests. 

She comes from the 
northern city of Lahore, a 
place of growing religious 
fanaticism. Kabul is hardly 
any distance away. Arms, 
drugs and ideas have been 
flowing freely between the 
two cities for years. “It 
feels," she says, ‘like we 
are in this unending descent 
into anarchy and decay. We 
have no law and order, no 
rights and, as the extremists 
gain control as always, the 
women and children are 
paying the price. And it 


isn't just something that 
affects us out there — it 
will have an impact on 
Muslim women living here 
and elsewhere.” 

In the same week that the 
Taleban succeeded in their 
onslaught, a High Court in 
Lahore ruled that an adult 
Muslim woman could not 
get married without the 
consent of her male 
guardian. Women who 
chose their husbands inde- 
pendently can now be 
forced to annul their mar- 
riages and the repercussions 
are already being felt. 
"Hundreds have already 
been arrested." Asma says. 
“This is simply going to 
open up the floodgates for 
the harassment of women 


and girls by their families 
and the authorities. The 
courts have sanctioned their 
oppression. Thousands 
more are bound to be 
affected by this." 

This includes the British 
Muslim girls, mainly in 
families from rural areas, 
who are taken off to Pak- 
istan and coerced into mar- 
riage. In May, 18-year-old 
Shazia Shaheen fled 
screaming from Manches- 
ter Airport when she 
realised her parents were 
taking her to Pakistan to be 
married under the pretence 
of taking her on holiday. 
Earlier, 19-year-old Naheda 
Begum went through the 
same experience. In April, 
14-year-old Nazia Haq 
returned to this country 
after being married off to a 
40-year-old man who raped 
and abused her. 

Unless the ruling is 
reversed, says Asma, "these 
parents will now have the 
full protection of Pakistani 
law. There is a ripple effect 
which touches many lives 
far beyond the subconti- 
nent. 

‘These militants are 
doing great disservice to the 
name and spirit of Islam. 
They know that an aggres- 
sive use of the religious 
card can bring them power. 
The Koran forbids coerced 
marriages and asks men and 
women to seek knowledge. 


This aggressively misogy- 
nist Islam has little in com- 
mon with the origins of the 
creed.” 

Asma wants the world to 
understand that these tradi- 
tions have, through the 
ages, been kept up in spite 
of the militants. "Like the 
women in my family. 1 was 
educated entirely in Pak- 
istan. We have always had 
incredibly successful Mus- 
lim women lawyers, doc- 
tors, journalists, entrepre- 
neurs and, of course, politi- 
cians like Benazir Bhutto." 

But life is getting harder 
for them. She is defending a 
22-year-old woman, Salma 
Waheed, whose father 
wants the courts ro declare 
her marriage illegal because 
she chose her own husband. 
If Asma wins, the precedent 
just set can be reversed and 
her opponents know it: 
“They have done every- 
thing to intimidate me, to 
destroy my reputation. In 
their newspapers, they say I 
am a Western agent who 
makes blue films in under- 
ground labyrinths. They 
have even turned on my 
two young daughrers. They 
splashed their pictures 
across the pages and said 
they were having a bad 
influence on young girls. I 
have had to send them out 
of the country. Sometimes 
you have to pay such an 
unbearable price for what 


you believe in." Her hus- 
band, a businessman, has 
also been a target because 
he is a member of the 
Ahmedi Muslim sect which 
has been persecuted in Iran, 
Saudi Arabia and Pakistan 
for the past 10 years. 

“What they hate about me 
is that I am a part of the 
Women’s Action Forum — 
an organisation which 
fights for women's rights. 
And 1 use the courts to get 
them- justice. I run the 
largest legal aid centre in 
this country. Then last year 
we had that case of the 
young Christian boy and his 
uncle facing the death 
penalty for blasphemy. I got 
them acquitted. Soon after, 
this gang of armed men 
came into my brother's 
house. I live next door to 
him and they were just 
going to do the lot of us.” A 
neighbour alerted the police 
just in time. 

Defiance and political 
non-conformism is in Asma 
Jahangir's blood. Her 
father, Malik Gularn Jilani. 
was a member of the oppo- 
sition in the seventies. Long 
spells in prison came with 
the job. Her sister, Hina, is 
also a human rights lawyer. 
Both sisters were impris- 
oned for sedition for sup- 
porting the rights of women 
to give evidence in court. 

Asma is dismissive about 
her personal heroism; “I’m 


only one of so many 
women in the forum and 
elsewhere, especially in the 
villages. I am not special.” 
Little wonder, then, that she 
has refused all offers to 
become Pakistan's first 
female judge: T couldn't 
have done as much as I can 
as a lawyer and an activist. 
I can’t see myself as part of 
he establishment, can you? 
Anyway they would find 
me impossible. Even within 
the Bar Association, which 
generally has been very 
supportive, there is a 
coterie of extremist lawyers 
who would love to see me 
dead. 

“The important thing to 
understand is that there is 
now a solid, highly organ- 
ised, ruthless network of 
zealots. These orthodox 
lawyers, judges and others 
play like a team and that is 
how they are gaining influ- 
ence. They are possessed 
with a hatred of all progres- 
sive women and of democ- 
ratic values." 

How can this be happen- 
ing in a country with a 
female prime minister? 
“She is first a politician and 
then a woman. Remember 
she is the buffer between 
the extremists and women. 
Though she has not 
repealed any of the dracon- 
ian laws that Zia put 
through, she has helped to 
halt the slide backward. But 


she won't hurt her personal 
ambitions” She points out 
that Benazir lacks judge- 
ment and courage when 
confronted with men — 
like her corrupt husband — 
who fouled up her life: 
“This does strike you. She 
seems so uncritical of those 
close to her.” 

At this point Asma 
appeared tense, on alert for 
anything which implied 
criticism of her country. 
She reminded me that Pak- 
istan is now a democracy, 
where a woman was elect- 
ed, and that, unlike most 
other countries, middle- 
class Pakistanis are actively 
involved in the struggle for 
equal rights. 

“What we have to do, all 
of us, is to recognise and 
support the moderate and 
liberal Muslim majority in 
these Islamic countries 
before the militant few 
totally succeed in poisoning 
minds and take over. 
Already in Afghanistan 
women and liberals are 
beginning their resistance. 
They need to be supported 
by the international com- 
munity. The same in Pak- 
istan, especially at this 
point when the strength of 
the liberals is diminishing." 

Asma is now back in 
Lahore to fight for Sauna 
Waheed in court. Her 
strength, it seems, is in no 
danger of diminishing. Yet 
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Robotics consortium 
turning ideas into machines 


By Casey Combs 
The Associated Press 

PITTSBURGH — Where 
others see a post-industri- 
al wasteland of old brick 
warehouses and rusting 
, foundries along the 
Allegheny River, robotics 
• researchdrs- envision 
"robo city.'' viin 

The NASA-funded 
Robotics Engineering 
Consortium, which sticks 
out like a shiny thumb at 
the foot of a hill crammed 
with run-down row hous- 
es. is the only centre in the 
world devoted to turning 
robotic ideas into practi- 
cal machines by forming 
partnerships with compa- 
nies. 

"These field robots will 
revolutionise industry 
after industry,” National 
Aeronautics and Space 
Administration (NASA) 
administrator Dan Goldin 
said at the consortium's 
recent opening. 

Companies such as Boe- 
ing, Caterpillar and Ford, 
which already are paying 
for the first robots, and 
other spin-off corpora- 
tions likely will take over 
the nearby vacant build- 
ings and lots, according to 
Dave Pahnos, director of 
the consortium. 

Robo city would create 
hundreds of thousands of 
jobs and keep the United 
States in control of cut- 
ting-edge machinery, he 
said. 

Consortium engineers 
can make "any piece of 
mobile equipment intelli- 
gent and autonomous” 
with "nobody on a joy- 
stick - no human,” Mr. 


Pahnos said. 

Previously, robots were 
confined to laboratories at 
a handful of universities, 
including Carnegie Mel- 
lon in Pittsburgh. The 
Robotics -Institute there 
conceived the consortium 
; two years ago and started 
•it with a ■ $2.5 million : 
grant from NASA. 1 

‘In some ways the 
nation has played small in 
robotics,” said William 
"Red” Whittaker, chief 
scientist at the consor- 
tium. "We haven’t really 
hunted big game.” 

NASA uses some intelli- 
gent machines to perform 
tasks in space, but most 
are made in Canada. Mr. 
Whittaker said. Mr. 
Goldin said nine out of 10 
robots are built in other 
countries. 

The consortium wants to 
change that by building 
and resting robots at the 
9 8 -year-old bronze 

foundiy which has been 
renovated for its head- 
quarters just north of 
downtown. The assembly 
area is larger than a foot- 
ball field and three stories 
high. 

"The people in (the 
Pittsburgh neighbourhood 
of) Lawrenceville have no 
idea what’s going on 
here,” said Carl Loeffler. 
a former art professor 
who is research director 
for the consortium's virtu- 
al reality laboratory. 
"They think we’re con- 
ducting experiments on 
aliens from outer space.” 

Someday, that's just 
what the robots being 
developed at the consor- 
tium could do. 


At the recent opening, a 
dune-buggy-like "lunar 
rover” used on-board 
sensing equipment to 
drive '’itself around the 
concrete floor and video- 
tape guests. 

Lunacoip in Virginia 



NASA’s help. The compa- 
ny expects to make 
money by letting regular 
people operate the rover 
at amusement parks on 
earth. 

Other projects, while 
less glamorous, mean rad- 
ical "changes in heavy 
equipment. 

They include an excava- 
tor tor Caterpillar, a fork 
truck for Ford 
and an off-road vehicle 
for Boeing. The agricul- 
ture. mining and 
cargo handling indus- 
tries "each has about a $2 
billion market potential. 
Mr. Pahnos said. 

A computer-driven har- 
vester for new holland 
north America is 
expected to be ready for 
farmers by next fall at a 
price just 

slightly higher than 
mechanical machines. . 

It uses the satellite- 
based global positioning 
system, wheel sensors and 
a video camera to "see” a 
crop line so it can harvest 
a field without a driver or 
a remote operator, said 
Kerien Fitzpatrick, asso- 
ciate director of the con- 
sortium. 

The harvester is faster 
and more responsive than 
a human driver can be, but 
it comes equipped with a 


cab so that farmers can 
drive it themselves until 
they ease into the idea of 
letting a computer do the 
work, he said. 

"It’s kind of spooky dri- 
ving next to this,” Mr. 
Fitzpatrick said. . ’ . 

. NA'^ViPlnns,.. .to . spend. 
$4.f&aulIion annually for 
at least three years to lend 
its space robotics know- 
how to the consortium's 
earth-based projects. 

But robots aren’t just on 
the horizon for heavy 
equipment. 

Robotic tools are 
already being developed 
in conjunction with virtu- 
al reality computing to 
help surgeons perform 
delicate eye surgery, said 
Dave Lavery, NASA's 
telerobotics programme 
manager. 

They soon will be used 
to look for life on Mars, to 
maintain and dismantle 
nuclear plants and to help 
children pass a test for a 
bicycle safety license, 
among other projects, Mr. 
Loeffler said. 

Someday, robots could 
be used, for example, to 
dean up homes and cook 
food for elderly people 
who would otherwise 
have to live in nursing 
homes, Mr. Lavery said. 

Consortium researchers 
expect most of the ideas 
will be transformed into 
real machines at their 
riverbank robo city. 

"There's nothing like it 
anywhere on this planet,” 

' Mr. Loeffler said. 


Traders vie over profit 
and loss of disaster 


Market forces have beenadopted ipmany 
fields around the world to bopfi 
tion and efficiency , cut cost? and^fimulffie 
trade. UumdnimruM % teUtfisfno <eMepttoti 



By Jo- Anne Velin 

THE RELIEF of human 
suffering has become big 
global business — and 
looks set to scale a new 
heights. 

The value of goods and 
services consumed by dis- 
asters and other emergen- 
cies in 1995 alone is esti- 
mated by international 
humanitarian agencies and 
donor governments to have 
reached $8 billion — three 
times the figure of a decade 
earlier. 

If one subtracts the por- 
tion consumed by peace- 
keeping operations and 
food purchases, the figure 
is closer to $2 billion. Thai 
is still an impressive 
turnover in a niche market 
that consumes everything 
from hi-rec/i telecommuni- 
cations to aluminium 
spoons, and involves a 
range of health and social 
services. 

Private companies, it is 
being increasingly argued, 
can provide these require- 
ments more efficiently and 
for less money than can 
volunteer agencies or non- 
government organisations. 

World Aid, the first 
international trade fair in 


this field, was staged in this 
Swiss city in early October. 
Another is planned in 1998. 

It was set up by a clutch 
of relief agencies and sup- 
ported by the United 
Nations, the Red Cross and 
Red Crescent’s federation 
of national societies and the 
canton of Geneva. About 
260 commercial exhibitors 
and 45 humanitarian organ- 
isations had their wares and 
services on display. 

Its supporters say their 
objective is to stretch relief 
dollars by promoting com- 
petition between suppliers, 
and to develop new partner- 
ships between entrepre- 
neurs and the aid communi- 
ty. 

World Aid was not organ- 
ised to resolve the deep eth- 
ical problems that riddle 
international humanitarian- 
ism — despite the many 
seminars and workshops 
that took place on the side- 
lines — but to make the 
point that enhancing com- 
petition berween nuts-and- 
bolts suppliers will help the 
money go further all round. 

Commercial competition 
is not new to the industry. 
"The market for relief items 
is extremely competitive," 
says Martin Hall and, the 


head of procurement at the 
U.N. refugee agency, 
UNHCR, “so we want to 
exploit that and to speed up 
the delivery time.” 

The UNHCR is one of the 
world’s largest consumers 
of non-food 1 relief items; 
most of them low-tech, 
such as tents, blankets, reg- 
istration forms and plastic 
sheeting. 

Each year, it spends about 
10 per cent of its total bud- 
get on relief stock. This 
means, currently, 10 per 
cent of $1.3 billion. In less 
than five years, its massive 
purchases of plastic sheet- 
ing through competitive 
tendering have ■ knocked 
down the market price by 
two-thirds. 

The commercial 

exhibitors at World Aid rep- 
resented only a handful of 
the companies that make 
good money through ser- 
vicing the needs of the 
U.N.’s bulk-buying human- 
itarian agencies such as the 
UNHCR, the World Food 
Programme and the 

UNICEF children’s fund, 
and other humanitarian 
organisations. 

Almost without excep- 
tion, these companies are 
based in Europe, or North 
America. Yet the South is 
where most of the natural 
and war-related disasters 
happen, where most of the 
300 million people who 
will be affected by such 
emergencies this year live, 
and where much of the sup- 
plying business is moving. 
Labour is cheaper there, 
and many regional manu- 
facturers can quickly move 


supplies to where they are 
needed. 

“This is not just selling — 
this is service,” says Egypt- 
ian manufacturer Adel 
Gawish. “It's not just sup: 
plying and thteri you're fin- 
ished. You have to listen to 
the complaintsilf I produce 
cups and plates as thin as 
the UNHCR wants in its 
specifications, they won’t 
last-” 

In four years, Gawish has 
produced more than 2.5 
million, 17-piece alumini- 
um kitchen sets for the 
refugee agency. “My sets 
last,” he says proudly.* 

Emergency relief can be a 
strange business, involving 
symbiotic relationships that 
some might find distasteful. 

Outside the exhibition 
hall, a giant tank-like vehi- 
cle was parked at a bus 
stop. It had been adapted to 
fit a broad drum, spiked 
with hundreds of massive 
claws designed to turn up 
and detonate landmines 
planted on roads and hard- 
packed surfaces. 

Draped along the side was 
a blue flag with the logo of 
the company that created 
this $3 million demining 
monster. The firm is also 
known as a manufacturer of 
anti-personnel mines — the 
kind that continue to kill, 
maim and devastate the 
lives of millions of civilians 
around the world. 

Inside the exhibition hall, 
a prosthetics manufacturer 
had neatly arranged tiny 
plastic children’s hands and 
feet in glass display cases. 

Gemini News Service 
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(Continued from page 1) 

be added. 

President Weizman, who 
will fly by helicopter to 
Amman, is expected to land 
at the Royal Palace around 
mid-morning on Wednes- 
day. King Hussein and 
President Weizman will 
have a closed-door meeting 
to be followed by expanded 
discussions attended by 
senior Jordanian officials 
and members of the presi- 
dential entourage, which is 


not expected to include any 
government ministers. 

The president will 
address a press conference 
at around 1 p.m. Other 
details of his visit were 
being finalised on Sunday. 

President Weizman met 
with Palestinian President 
Yasser Arafat last month at 
his Tel Aviv home and vis- 
ited Cairo and held talks 
with Egyptian President 
Hosni Mubarak shortly 
thereafter. 
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Arafat confirms bid to have Hebron deal signed in Cairo 


(Continued from pa gw 1) 

Rifkind stepped full-square 
into the Israel-Palestinian 
wrangling over the future of 
Hebron Sunday by declaring 
that the city's militant Jewish 
settlers should leave. 

“The British government 
believes all the Jewish settle- 
ments in the occupied territo- 
ries are illegal and therefore 
should not continue," Mr. 
Rifkind declared at a press 
conference at the end of a 
surprise visit to Hebron. 

Mr. Rifkind also called on 
Palestinians and Israelis to 
rapidly conclude negotia- 
tions on implementing 
Israel’s commitment to with- 
draw its troops from Hebron 
as required by the 1995 Oslo 
peace accords. 

"Success in these effons 
will be the key that unlocks 
the problems of the peace 


process in recent months," he 
said after meeting with 
Mayor Mustapha Natshe and 
other local officials. 

. Mr. Rifkind said he decid- 
ed to include Hebron in his 
one-day visit to Israel to 
“demonstrate our solidarity 
with all those who are seek- 
ing the success of the negoti- 
ations that will lead -to the 
Israeli redeployment from 
Hebron. 

Israeli Prime Minister 
Benyamin Netanyahu has 
accused Mr. Arafat and the 
Palestinians of stalling in the 
Hebron negotiations in an 
effort to build international 
pressure on Isreal to lessen 
its demands for changes to 
the Oslo accord. 

Mr. Netanyahu met with 
U.S. Ambassador Martin 
Ijidyk on Friday to discuss 
the talks and according to 
Israeli army radio asked the 


U.S. envoy to warn Mr. 
Arafat that a rapid deal was 
needed “to prevent extrem- 
ists from both sides from try- 
ing to sabotage an agree- 
ment.” 

Right-wing Jewish radicals 
have vowed to prevent an 
. army withdrawal from 
Hebron, while Israeli securi- 
ty forces were on top alert 
Sunday amid reports that 
Palestinian militants were 
planning a new wave of sui- 
cide bombings. 

Mr. Arafat rejected the 
Israeli and U.S. claims that a 
Hebron agreement was at 
hand. 

“Nothing has been 
changed," he asserted, saying 
the main stumbling blocks 
included Israeli demands to 
create a buffer zone around 
Hebron’s Jewish settlement 
and to limit the weapons 
which can be carried by 


Palestinian police in the city. 

A U.S. spokesman said 
Israeli -Palestinian talks on 
Hebron took place over the 
weekend and were expected 
to continue on Sunday. 

U.S. State Department 
spokesman Nicholas Bums 
said Friday that U.S. Middle 
East envoy Dennis Ross was 
expected to return to the 
region late this week to 
resume his efforts to wrap up 
the Hebron talks. 

Mr. Rifkin d's Hebron visit, 
sandwiched between talks 
with Mr. Netanyahu, Presi- 
dent Ezer Weizman and Mr. 
Arafat was cleared with his 
Israeli hosts, British officials 
said. 

Britain sees the delayed 
redeployment of troops from 
Hebron as one of the key 
reasons for the build-up of 
Palestinian frustration at the 
slow progress towards peace. 


But - British diplomats 
steadfastly denied Mr. 
Rifkind would tty to rival 
French President Jacques 
Chirac, who during a visit 
last week publicly turned on 
Israeli security men and 
accused them of provocation 
during a visit to Jerusalem's 
Old City and was given a 
hero’s welcome by Palestini- 
ans. Although careful to 
avoid criticising Mr. Chirac’s 
visit, Mr. Rifkind empha- 
sised: "We are evenhanded” 
He said Israel and the Pales- 
tinians should work out their 
own disputes and the role of 
the international community 
was to assist. 

Privately, London — 
which wants Europe to com- 
plement rather than try to 
supplant the mediation 
efforts of the United States 
— is wary of Mr. Chirac's 
diplomatic intentions. 


Qatar 
launches 
satellite TV 
channel 

DOHA (AFP) — Qatar has 
launched a $33 million 
satellite television channel 
that can be watched in the 
Middle East, North Africa 
and Europe, the station's 
director said Sunday. The 
chairman of its board of 
directors, Sheikh Hamad 
Ben Thamer A1 Thani. 
said the station broadcasts 
six hours of programming a 
day in Arabic. One quarter 
of its employees are 
Qataris. Many of the 
employees used to work 
for BBC Arabic television, 
which stopped broadcast- 
ing in April to the Middle 
East and Africa. 
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Economy 


Middle East Development Bank 
premature before peace — expert 


KUWAIT CITY (AFP) — 
U.S.-backed plans to create 
a regional development 
bank in the Middle East are 
premature until peace is 
secured in the region, the 
head of the leading Arab 
development institution said 
Sunday. 

“The Middle East Devel- 
opment Bank (MEDB) 
should have been a product 
of peace." Abdul Latif A1 
Hamad, director general of 
the .Arab Fund for Econom- 
ic and Social Development 
(AFESD). told AFP. 

But Mr. Hamad said the 
future of thu peace process 
to move forward has under- 
mined the “raison d’etre" of 
the U.S.-backed MEDB 
being set up with the partic- 
ipation of some Arab states 
and Israel. 

He also said in the inter- 
view that AFESD is setting 
up a Si billion fund to 
encourage private invest- 


ment in infrastructure pro- 
jects in the Arab World, but 
said this new fund is not 
intended as “competition" 
with MEDB. 

Plans for MEDB were 
first announced at the 
Casablanca economic sum- 
mit in November 1994 and 
are expected to be followed 
up at the latest economic 
conference in Cairo next 
week. 

But MEDB has had a 
checkered start as most 
European countries and 
Arab Gulf states have 
opposed the plan, arguing 
that there are not enough 
viable projects flowing 
from the peace process to 
warrant the new bank. 

The head of AFESD, 
whose biggest shareholders 
are Kuwait and Saudi Ara- 
bia. echoed the Gulf posi- 
tion that the fust priority 
should be establishing a 
durable peace settlement. 


“My feeling is. no. I can't 
see it helping the (peace) 
process. If the basic issues 
are noi resolved, then you 
are not going to agree on lit- 
tle details." said Mr. Hamad. 

The United States is (he 
principal backer and main 
shareholder in the regional 
development bank, which 
will have authorised capital 
of 55 billion and paid-up 
capital of S 1 .25 billion. 

The founding sharehold- 
ers include the United 
States. Japan and Russia 
with the main regional part- 
ners Jordan. Egypt, the. 
Palestinians and Israel. 

MEDB aims to attract 
more private and other 
funds to the Middle East by 
offering concessional cofi- 
nancing to projects that 
encourage regional integra- 
tion. 

The new SI billion fund 
planned by AFESD.- which 
could be operating by the 


end of 1997. will provide 
cofinancing to encourage 
private investment in infra- 
structure projects in the 
Arab World. Mr. H amad 
said. 

He said AFESD is plan- 
ning to inject $500 million 
from its own resources into 
the new fund, with a match- 
ing amount expected to be 
raised from other sources. 

AFESD already backs 
public and private sector 
projects with government 
guarantees throughout the 
Arab World, but Mr. Hamad 
said the new fund will pro- 
vide “direct lending to the 
private sector without the 
need for guarantees. 

Kuwait-based AFESD. 
which had paid-up capital 
of more than $2.2 billion at 
the end of 1995. began 
operations in 1974 and has 
some IS member countries, 
all of them members of the 
Arab League. 


Third World leaders slam unfair trade rules 


HARARE (R) — Third 
World leaders opened a 
three-day trade promotion 
summit ’ Sunday, accusing 
industrialised states of frog- 
marching them into interna- 
tionally binding trade pacts 
which erode their sover- 
eignty. 

In speeches at the group 
of 15 meeting. Zimbab- 


Egyptian 


Malaysian leaders called on 
the international communi- 
ty to implement agreed 
measures aimed at achiev- 
ing fair world irade. 

“Of concern to us is the 
urgency with which new 
issues are being forced onto 
the international trading 
agenda. This deliberate and 
expansive interpretation of 
the WTO's (World Trade 
Organisation's) remit needs 
to be checked." Zimbab- 
wean President Robert 


Prime Minister Mahathir 
Mohammad said one coun- 
try was blatantly undermin- 
ing the WTO by enacting 
extra-territorial laws to be 
submitted to by all nations 
and enterprises. 

“We just cannot accept, 
and certainly cannot submit 
to such unilateral measures 
of coercion. We should take 
a firm position in contain- 
ing these measures which 
arrogantly disregard the 
accepted norms and princi- 
ples of international trade 
and investment relations" 
he said. 

Malaysia's state oil com- 


pany Petronas. faces U-S. 
sanctions for investing in 
Iran. It has a 30 per cent 
stake in Iran's S600 million 
Sirri oilfields exploration 
project which puts it over 
the &40 million a year level 
the U-S. has said non-U ,S. 
companies can invest in 
Iran and Libya's oil and gas 
sectors. 

Malaysia has vowed to 
challenge the U.S. threat. 

On Sunday. Dr. Mahathir 
said: “Developing countries 
must reject this challenge to 
their sovereign right to be 
free to trade and invest 
wherever they wish and 


which also threatens the 
expansion of trade and 
development, globally.” 

He said social clauses 
being promoted by the West 
to govern international 
trade were aimed at negat- 
ing the advantage of cheap 
labour costs developing 
countries had over them. 

Dr. Mahathir said global- 
isation of trade was being 
used to disadvantage devel- 
oping countries which he 
said were expected to adopt 
policies and criteria unilat- 
erally determined by the 
West. 
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Mugabe said when he 
bpened the (C-15) summit. 


“The strong-arm tactics 
and the unrelenting pres- 
sure brought to bear on us 
confirm our suspicions that 
we arc being frog-marched 
into internationally-binding 
arrangements that wall 
eventually entail the total 
surrender of national sover- 
eignty" he said. 

In a scathing attack 
apparently directed at the 
United States. Malaysian 
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THE Daily Crossword 


ACROSS 
1 Aboriginal 
Americans 
6 Kind of cry 
9 Exclude 

12 Spearlike 
weapon 

13 Weilaway! 

15 River in Italy 

16 Prime time fare 

19 Former boxing 
great 

20 Except 

21 Zones 

22 Part of New 
England 

24 Eccentric fellow 

25 Stripes 

26 Male of the red 
deer 

27 Obese 

30 Lusterless 

31 Garment fora 
ranee 

32 Past 

33 Raw materials 

34 Used sculls 

35 Ruler 

36 Brewed 
beverage 

37 He was Gump 

38 Loco 

39 Sixth sense: 
abbr. 

40 Rara — 

41 Asa 
consequence 

42 Alarm 

44 Sheriffs star 

45 Baseball great 

46 Dubliner’s land 

47 Estuary 

50 One-party 

ballots 

53 Command for a 
canine 

54 Gratify 

55 Great odist 

56 Moray 

57 Mai de — 

58 Drawing room 
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US Dollar 

- 

1.5135 

0.B118 1J665 
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0.4039 >3,387 

74.75 

0.88D5 

1004.36 
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119.46 
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89.32 

1.0522 

1200.16 

JP Yen 

0.0088 

1.3367 

0.5400 1.1185 

- 

1.1773 

13.43 
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0.75Of 

1.1331 

0.4571 0.9491 

1.18 

- 

1136.00 

IT Lira 

0.0007 

0.9947 

0.4018 0,0832 
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0.8761 
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.0-5893 

69.16 

0.3602 74.62 

66.63 

0.7853 


FR Franc 

0.1955 

0.2958 

0.1195 24.7464 

22.10 

0.2605 

33.16 


MUl-Las! Currencies 


ULCnJ 222.00 


SA Rival 
AE Dirham 
KW Dinar 
BH Dinar 
CY Pound 


0.2666 0.403? 0.16313 0.33784 30.1923 

0.2724 0.41 242 0.16666 0.34514 30.8442 

3.3431 5.06073 2.04541 4.23549 378.501 

0.3770 4.01606 1.62285 3J6134 300.391 

2.163 3.2737 1.3225 2.7394 244.7 


Met id Prices 


Cold foz'i) d 
Silver /«**)/ 
Platinum (ra's) 
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Coffee (c/lta) 
Coma (S/ton) 
Sugar {S/run) 
Wheat (5/1 wn) 
Sin-a f c/lbs) 
Ten (sig/ty) 
Burley (S/lish) 
Rice (S/fpn) 


120.92 
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■Spit! 

BBS53B8 
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£29 

0.708 

1363 

Spul 

CB SU-rlUng 

1.1563 

3154 
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0.4672 

153 

Spul 

Cl I Franc 

04583 

2143 
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! FR Franc 

0.1382 

717 

Npiii . 

JP Yen 

0425 

2.11 

■Split 

NL Guilder 

04167 ! 

470 

Spul 

IT Lira 

0.465 j 


US Dollar 0.708 0.710 

GBSIvrlUng 1.1563 1.1621 

DE Mark 0.4672 0.4695 

Cl I Franc 0.5563 0.5611 

FR Franc 0.1382 0.1389 

JP Yen 0.625 0.6281 

ML Guilder 04167 0.4168 i 

IT Lira 0.465 0,4673 j 

.Suurci-: Central Bank of Jordan. 


A leading Jordanian financial institution is seeking the employment j 
of Information System Personnel in its Automation Department: j 


I- One Computer Communication Engineer holding a B. Eng. in 
Communication. Electrical, or Computer Engineering and having a working j 
experience in the following areas: 

* The usage of PC's in financial institution and the implementation of Office 
Automation Packages such as Microsoft Excel. Microsoft Word. 

’ The follow-up of the maintenance done on the PC's in use. 

* The usage and implementation of Microsoft Windows NT 3.51 & 4.0. 

- The implementation of Ms Exchange E-mail package, Internet and Intranet. 

* Network Management and TCP/IP network configuration. 

* Knowledge of UNIX is a plus. 


- One Software Engineer- holding a B. Eng., BA or BSc in Computer 
Science. Computer Technology, or Software Engineering and having a working 
experience m the following areas: 

* The usage of PC's in financial institution and implementation of Office 
Automation Packages such as Microsoft Excel and Microsoft Word. 

’ Microsoft Windows 3.1 1 and Windows 95. 

* Development under Sybase RDBMS and Power Builder Environment. 

* UNIX Operating System. 

* Knowledge of implementing an Archiving and Imaging systems is a plus. 


[ in addition to the above, the applicant is expected to be a graduate of a reputable ' 
! university with a good G.P.A, and has 2 to 4 years of experience. He/she should i 
be ready to work on special automation projects as they might develop. I 

Please forward resume to: i 


Please forward resume to: 
The Automation Department, 
P.O. Box 950287 
11195 Amman-Jordan. 


Resume should be received not later than 14/11/1996. 
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1 'Lohengrin" 
name 

2 Speak with 
rage 

3 Lingerie 


4 Old European 
coin 

5 Vacation locale 

6 Relinquish 

7 Succulent plant 

8 Operated 

9 Bacon-and-eggs 
alternative 

10 Connectives 

11 “Rob—" 

14 Marked, in a 
way 

15 Word ol 
agreement 

17 Makes into 
leather 

18 Speechify 

23 Tirty colonists 

24 Concerns 

25 Makes public 

26 Warmongers 

28 Size of type 

29 Conservative, 

• politically 

30 Airborne speck 

31 — boom 
34 Lunatic's 

utterances 
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35 Sharp taste 

37 Asian capital 

38 Adorns 
41 Mata — 

43 Salt sea in Asia 

44 Dangerous dog 

45 To — foredseM 


46 Dimmurive suffix 

48 Teii — trig 
marines' 

49 Org. 

50 A pronoun 

51 Noah’s son 

52 Parrot 
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By Thomas S. Pierson, 
Astrologer, Carroll 
Righter Foundation 
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ARIES: (March 21 to 
April 19) Study your 
practical affairs from the 
right perspective today 
and handle them efficient- 
ly. Get at the root of diffi- 
culties later this evening 
which is plaguing your 
loved ones and find out 
which you can do to help. 
TAURUS: (April 20 to! 
May 20) Discuss with fel- ! 
low associates who are 
available today, just how 
to improve your joint 
interests, then get out to a 
new place with one. Later 
this evening meet with a 
bigwig and determine 
your best course of action 
for a project. 

GEMINI: (May 21 to 
June 21) Analyse your 
career activities and gain 
views which you had 
never thought about 
before this today and you 
make big headway 
towards your success. 
This evening can be spent 
with your loved ones in 
some fun activities at 
home. 

MOON CHILDREN: 
(June 22 to July 21) Early 
today make good arrange- 
ments for the weekend 
and tonight be most affec- 
tionate with your mate. It 
will be a good time later 
this evening for you to 
gain harmony with your 
loved ones and close 
friends. 

LEO: (July 22 to August 
21) If you investigate 
more today, you can kin- 
dle the situation at home 
with your loved ones 
wisely. Do some enter- 
taining this evening with 
close friends and fellow 
associates and you can 
have fun. 

VIRGO: (August 22 to 
September 22) Go to the 
right sources for the 
information you • need 
today in order to mafc 
.. .yeipr daily career activi- 
ties produce more and 
gain more benefit Later 
this evening you will be 
able to meet with some 
knowledgeable person. 
LIBRA: (September 23 
to October 22) Study your 
position in life carefully 
today and then you know 
how to take care of pluses 
and minuses and add to 
possessions. This evening 
will be good for going out 
on the town with your 
mate for some romance. 
SCORPIO: (October 23 
to November 21) You can 
handle personal affaire 
well during die daytime 
today and do very well, 
then be happy with your 
friends in some activities 
I which everyone will 
I enjoy and you will be able 
j to relax for the weekend 
] and the next few days. 
SAGITTARIUS: 
(November 22 to Decern- 
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\ ber 21) Study whatever 


j has been bothering you 
j today and you can be 
j more objective and solve 
I the matter well. Later this 
evening can be spent with 
some close friends and 
Uwed ones for some 
activities which will be 
enjoyed by all. 
CAPRICORN: (Decem- 
ber 22 to January 20) Go 
to the right places today 
where you can obtain 
i whatever you want the 
! most and get them. Con- 
| wet an expert later ihis 
evening who has the 
knowledge to be of assis- 
tance concerning some 
difficult career activities. 
AQUARTUS: (January 

21 to February 19) This is 
the day today to handle 
some ticklish situation 
very carefully and get 
good results with it in the 
long run. Later this 
evening you can go out on 
the fawn with dose 
friends and have a fun 
time and forget about 

everything. 

PISCES: (February 20 to 
March 20) His is a good 
day today to labour on 
new aims and make big 
progress at this time. Gain 



Iri 




more expertise and more MjS 
understanding later this 



understanding later this 
evening by consulting 
some knowledgeable pa- 
son about a new project. 



Birth-stone of November: 
Topaz — Tiger’s Eye. 
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European bank to extend loans to IDB 
and Greater Amman municipality 
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AMMAN (Petra) — indus- 
trial Development Bank 
(IDB) Director General 
Rajab Sa'ad, a member of 
the Jordanian delegation to 
die . Euro-Mediterranean 
partnership conference, 
Sunday said that the Euro- 
pean Investment Bank 
(EBB) will offer the fDB 
25-30 million European 
Currency Units from the 
beginning of 1997. 

He added that the Jordan- 
ian delegation, which was 
beaded by Ministry of Plan- 
ning Secretary General 
Nabil Amman, and the 
(EIB) agreed on holding 


further discussions after 
signing the agreement to 
provide help and assistance 
for the IDB. 

Mr Sa'ad said the officials 
of the EIB reiterated their 
full support for IDB and 
expressed their willingness 
to participate in IDB’s cap- 
ital. extension of loans and 
grants for environmental 
issues, upgrading the exist- 
ing industrial projects and 
launching new projects , 
particularly the small 
industries. 

The Jordanian delegation 
to the conference stressed 
the need to finalise the 



Interest on dinar loans may 
decline, bankers say 


** THE INTEREST on loans denominated in Jordanian 
dinars may decline as some bankers expect the new monetary 
measures, set by the Central Bank, would l.ead to higher dinar 
liquidity in the market. 

Tamim Rifai, employed by the Amman Bank for Investment 
as a branch manager, said that the pressure on borrowing in 
dinars would ease and that, by lending in foreign currencies, 
pressure on interest would also ease. He explained that inter- 
est on foreign currency loans is at present lower than the inter- 
est on dinar loans and that with higher liquidity of local cur- 
rency, the interest rate on dinar credits may decline. 

Mr. Rifai expected the increase in liquidity and the decline 
in interest to lift the volume of trading and share prices at the 
Amman Financial Market (stock exchange). He saw the gen- 
eral effect of the new monetary regulations to be a consolida- 
tion of credibility in the Jordanian banking system and. as a 
result, a consolidation of the Kingdom’s reserves.. 

Khalid Shahin, the executive president of the Shahin Invest- 
ment Group, urged the banks to launch a wide-ranging cam- 
paign to help their clients understand the new instruments for 
investments. He also saw the possibility of ■■tranquillity of 
interest rates on the dinar.” 

Hani Saudi, a money-changer, praised the Central Bank 
moves especially die abolishment of "that traditional and 
imaginary barrier between resident and non-resident Jordani- 
ans.” He said he was looking forward to the courageous step 
of cutting lending interest rates and paying interest on the 
mandatory 'reserves at the genual Bank in order to stop the 
Jordanian' ttrctnetary authority from issuing certificates of 
deposits with high-interesf yields. 

Adnan Abul Nadi, a senior official at the Arab Jordan 
Investment Bank, said the new' memorandum of the Central 
Bank on monetary reforms encourages lending in foreign cur- 
rencies to export-oriented projects as such schemes will gen- 
erate income in foreign currency without any risk of non- 
repayraent of the loans. Mr. Abul Nadi saw the activity on the 
stock market hinging on interest rale movement and the polit- 
ical climate noting also that the floatation of shares on the pri- 
mary market plays an important role in the liquidity available 
to trade shares and stocks. 

He calculated the impact of stopping the payment of inter- 
est on the mandatory reserves that banks are required to park 
at the Central Bank and concluded that banks will be paying 
less interest on foreign currency deposits of their clients. He 
said that if a one-month dollar deposit earns 4.25 per cent on 
world markets, the rate that Jordanian banks will be able to 
give would be approximately 4.5 per cent on a dollar deposit 
for one-month. As such, the gap between the interest on dinar 
and that on foreign currencies will widen, he added (AJ Rai’ ) . 


THE BETTER HALf, By Glasbergen 


GlASSePGekI 



“If your belly button keeps wandering 
like that, I want you to see a doctor!” 


THAT SCRAMBLED WORD GAME 
by Henri Amotd md Mike Arglrion 


Unscramble these four Jumbles, 
one letter to each square, to form 
four ordinary wonts. ■ — 


rm switching to 
a heavier line 


CREYD 


— ^ ^ 

□ 

U 


atMHn 

A1FV* 


CEEJ1 

- 

99 



n 



iaisaiai 


• 

■ 

• 

■ 

mm 


HOW THE 

FISHERMAN ‘SOLV'EP 
Wb PZC&LGM. 


m 


| 

a 

mom 

ii 


Now arrange the circled letters to 
form the surprise answer, as sug- 
gested by the above cartoon. 


Print answer here : HE X I X jE lO Is X ^ 

1 AncwPra tomorrow) 


(Answers tomorrow) 

Jumbles: HEAVY CHAIR BEWAIL 
Answer What he found hard to understand at the 
opera - WHY HE WAS THERE 


mechanism and procedures 
before signing the partner- 
ship agreement with Europe 
by the end of this year. 

The EIB . the European 
Union's long term financial 
institution, announced last 
week that it would extend 
nine million European Cur- 
rency Units to Jordan for 
the restructuring and reha- 
bilitation of the water dis- 
tribution network in the 
Greater Amman Municipal- 
ity areas of Hashmi, Marks 
and Sahab. 

Greater Amman contains 
some 40 per cent of Jor- 
dan's population and suffers 
severe water shortages. The 
project will improve the 
availability and quality of 
the water supply and pro- 
mote its more efficient use. 


Government decides to sell more of its stake 
in the Jordan Cement Factories Company 


By Amy Henderson 

Special to the Jordan Times 


AMMAN — The gov- 
ernment will sell a higher 


percentage of its equity 
in the Jordan Cement 


Factories Company, a 
government official told 
the Jordan Times Sun- 
day. 

According to the offi- 
cial. the sale will be for 
33 per cent of govern- 
ment-owned shares (or 
18 million shares) in the 
company instead of the 
20 per cent offered two 
months ago. The cement 
company nas a capital of 
JD 60 million with a par 
value of JD1 per share 


and a market value of JD 
3.340 as of Nov. 3, 1996. 

The official told the 
Jordan Times, without 
elaboration, that the deci- 
sion to increase the num- 
ber of for-sale shares was 
made after disappointing 
offers were provided last 
month by 16 
international companies 
specialising in the 
cement industry. 

In August, the govern- 
ment expressed its intent 
to sell 20 per cent of its 
stake to companies will- 
ing to sign a technical 
assistance and manage- 
ment agreement. The 
official said that the gov- 
ernment may introduce 


amendments to the terms 
of the tender require- 
ments, but did not speci- 
fy what these changes 
would be. 

"We may announce the 
new terms by the end of 
the week, but the most 
substantial change will 
be in the number of 
shares on offer,” he said. 

In early September, the 
director-general of the 
Jordan Investment Cor- 
poration said the govern- 
ment was willing" to sell 
its shares in exchange for 
securing a technical 
assistance agreement to 
upgrade the quality and 
competitivity of the com- 
pany's cement and 


ensure a higher volume 
of sales to neighbouring 
countries. particularly 
the Palestinian self-rule 
territories (Jordan cur- 
rently has an agreement 
with the Palestinian 
National Authority to 
export 400,000 tonnes of 
cement annually) as well 
as Syria and Israel. 

The Jordan Cement 
Factories Company, 
which currently enjoys a 
concession agreement 
that expires in "2001, is 
likely to face increased 
competition in the region 
in coming years. 

The PNA announced 
last month plans to estab- 
lish a cement company in 


the West Bank, which 
would somewhat end 
their dependence on 
imports from Egypt and 
Jordan. Additionally, a 
Swiss cement group. 
Holderbank, active in 
Egypt until 1961 when 
the Egyptian government 
nationalised the Egyptian 
Cement Company (ECC) 
will return to production 
in that country'. The ECC 
announced only last 
weekend that Holder- 
bank was adding $14.1 
million to the company’s 
capital and is investing 
$16.9 million in a new 
plant, under construction 
outside of Cairo. 


MOHUtlSr FINANCIAL 

BOUSING BANK CENTER AMMAN - SHMEISANI 
TELEPHONE: 607171 / 607179 

ORGANIZED MARKET SHARE PRICE LIST FOR SUNDAY 03/11/1996 


PAST 12 
HIGH - 

MONTHS 

LOW 

COMPANY'S NAME 

P / E 

DIV. 

NO. 

OF 

TRANS. 

NO. OP 
SHARES 

VALUE 

TRADED 

JD 

OPEN 

PRICE 

CLOSES 

PRICE 

CHANCE 

252.000 

205.000 

ARAB BANK 

13.5 

1.42 

32 

1700 

420655 

247.00 

247.00 


1.250 

.880 

MID. BAST INV.BK. 

68.3 

0.00 

11 

42S0 

4420 

1.05 

1.04 

.01- 

2.700 

2.120 

INDUSTRIAL DEV.BX. 

5.1 

6^27 

6 

3516 

7791 

2.19 

2.22 

.03+ 

5.250 

4.250 

THE HOUSING Bit. 

12.9 

2.87 

3 

75 

3SB 

4.80 

4.81 

* .01+ 

3.040 

2.550 

JOR.XUHAIT BANK 

18.8 

0.00 

9 

544 

1368 

2.57 

2.60 

.03+ 

1.200 

.890 

JOR. GULF BANK 

5.4 

7 .76 

6 

. 8000 

7200 

.91 

.90 

.01- 

4.180 

3.300 

JOR. ISLAMIC BANK 

17.9 

0.00 

10 

5229 

19427 

3.71 

3.72 

.01- 

S 3.930 

1.400 

UNION BK.SAV.XNV. 

P 

0.00 

1 

250 

370 

1.52 

1.48 

.04- 

3.800 

3.000 

JOR. INV. FIN. BANK 

17.3 

0.00 

2 

230 

735 

3.21 

3.20 

.01- 

1.630 

1.000 

PS ILADEL . 1NV. BX . 

9 

0.00 

2 

300 

390 

1.31 

2.30 

.01- 


BANK SECTOR TOTALS 


INDEX: 189.09 *CHGi +0.03 


82 


24094 


462713 


3.910 1.900 JOR FRENCH IKS OR. 


10.64 


INSURANCE SECTOR TOTALS 


INDEX: 119.14 XCHG: -0.10 


1200 


2256 


1.900 

2.480 

6-950 

2.800 

2.020 

1.260 

3.660 

2.430 


1.450 

2.280 

6.000 

2.090 

1.0B0 

.590 

3.130 

1.700 


JOR. ELECTRIC PWR. 
MIMES MINERALS 
VHCLS. OWNERS FES. 
SHIPPING LINES 
NATL. PORTFOLIO 
JORDAN IKTL.TRAD. 
ARAB IMTL.INV.EDDC. 
UNIFIED CO. 


11.0 

12.0 

10.9 

10.7 

9 

32.3 

13.6 

9.1 


7.59 

5.71 

5.69 

7.87 

0.00 

0.00 

5.81 

5.81 


14 

2 

2 

1 

20 

2 

5 

5 


4869 

1008 

179 

1500 

5900 

650 

1000 

850 


7692 

2470 

1201 

3810 

6857 

414 

3440 

1468 


1.58 

2.48 
6.15 
2.54 
1.18 

.64 

3.48 
1.73 


2.61 
2.4. 
6.1 i 
2. r -4 
1.17 
.63 
3.44 
1.72 


-03- 


. 01 - 

. 01 - 

.04- 

. 01 - 


SBKVZCE SECTOR TOTALS 


INDEX: 110.96 *CHG: -0.30 


52 


1S9B9 


27400 



3.770 

3.06C 

JOR. CEMENT FACT. 

19.1 

2.99 

28 

6063 

20076 

3.31 

3.34 

.03+ 


3.550 

2.720 

JOR. PHOSPHATE MINES 

32.8 

0.00 

3 

796 

2424 

3.06 

3.05 

.01- 


5.960 

4.780 

ARAB POTASH CO. 

17.0 

3.57 

3 

9400 

52640 

5.60 

5.60 

- 


10.550 

E.720 

JOR. PETROL. REF INART 

9.3 

8.70 

7 

256 

2355 

9.20 

9.20 

- 


3.750 

1.650 

INDUSTRIAL COMM. AGR. 

27.6 

0.00 

2 

76 

159 

2.10 

2.05 

.05- 


8.150 1 

6.420 

JOR. WORSTED MILLS 

8.9 

3.61 

1 

100 

693 

6.96 

6.93 

.03- 


4.870 

2.100 

ARAB PHARH. MAN7. 

17.7 

6.21 

27 

4552 

14624 

3.22 

3.22 

- 


2.600 

2-050 

JORDAN DAIRY 

13.2 

6.98 

2 

120 

258 

2.20 

2.15 

.05- 


8.000 

4-250 

OAR ALDAKA DV. INV. 

12.5 

4.39 

2 

70 

316 

4.50 

4.56 

.06+ 


.960 

.450 

LIVESTOCK t POULTRY , 

9 

0.00 

24 

24750 

14640 

.60 

.59 

.01- 

T 

3.030 

2.580 

GENERAL INVESTMENT 

7.7 

4.72 

2 

228 

725 

3.03 

3.18 

.15* 


1.090 

.580 

NATIONAL IKDS. 

8.6 

10.34 

1 

750 

435 

.59 

.58 

.01- 

* 

1.840 

.980 

INTERKED . PETSO. CHEH. 

9 

0.00 

13 

3566 

3479 

1.00 

.97 

.03- 


3.550 

2-280 

UNIV.CHEK.XKDS. 

69.5 

0.00 

1 

2S0 

658 

2.63 

2.63 

- 


1.350 

-800 

JOR. SULPHO-CHEH 

9 

0.00 

2 

500 

400 

.83 

.80 

.03- 


1.950 

1.080 

ARAB REARM. CHEM- 

23.0 

0.00 

7 

1150 

1423 

1.26 

1.23 

.03- 


3.280 

1-480 

UN IV. MOON.INDS. 

4.5 

13.42 

14 

4750 

7081 

1.50 

l.*9 

.01- 


2.100 

1.140 

JOR- IKES. RESOURCES 

17.2 

0.00 

10 

1600 

2190 

1.38 

1.37 

.01- 


1-580 

.953 

JOR. NZW CABLE CO. 

24.4 

• ■ 0.00 

12 

7150 

6435 

.90 

.60 

— • 

_ 

2.460 • 

-1--750 

EL - LAY J READY WEAR 

P 

0.00 

3 

1650 

3036 

1.84 

■1 , ^84. 



1.480 

1.080 

INTL. TOBACCO 

25.4 

0.00 

8 

1845 

2004 

1.09 

■ 1 .08 

.01- 


2.040 

.990 

UNION CH- 6 VZG. 

24.4 

0.00 

3 

250 

249 

1.00 

.99 

.01- 


INDUSTRIAL SECTOR TOTALS INDEX: 110-63 *CHG: 

+0.06 

176 

69890 

136351 




GRAND TOTAL 


INDEX: 148.01 *CHC: 

♦0.02 

316 

111173 

62B720 







PARALLEL 

MARXET SHARE PRICE 

LIST FOR 

SUNDAY 

03/11/1996 




+ 

.730 

.470 

CENTRAL GEN. STORAGE 

18.5 

0.00 

2 

2150 

991 

.47 

.46 

-<U- 

*■ 

.800 

.570 

JOR. TRADE FAC. 

14.9 

0.00 

7 

3550 

1991 

.57 

.56 

.01- 

N 

-9SO 

.440 

NATL. COMMKR. CENTERS 

E 

0.00 

7 

6350 

3053 

.48 

.40 

— 


.930 

.700 

union nev. so* 

68.9 

0.00 

10 

12550 

2761 

.73 

.72 

.01- 


1.110 

.470 

ARAB PIN. INVEST. 

9 

0.00 

16 

11200 

5268 

.49 

.47 

.02- 

N 

.950 

.770 

AL-DAWLIYAH 75* 

9 

0.00 

14 

31618 

16862 

.80 

.77 

.03- 


.890 

.510 

ARAB FOOD & MED. 

E 

0.00 

8 

2350 

1473 

.62 

.63 

.01* 


1.760 

1-350 

NATL. CHLORINE 

E 

0.00 

5 

2650 

3578 

1.35 

1.35 

- 


.700 

.450 

ARAB INTL-INV.TRD. 

9 

0.00 

1 

1000 

450 

.45 

.45 

- 


1.020 

.520 

NATL. TEXTILE 

9 

0.00 

12 

6350 

3785 

.60 

.61 

.01+ 

■*N 

1.100 

.510 

NATL . MULT . ENG . NAKICO 

E 

0.00 

21 

14595 

7298 

.51 

.50 

.01- 


1-080 

.750 

JORDAN STEEL 

Z 

0-00 

7 

11550 

8891 

.77 

.77 



.780 

.430 

ARAB ELECT. INOS. 

P 

0.00 

4 

12750 

6120 

.48 

.48 

_ 

♦ 

•BSO 

.610 

RAZI PHARM. 65* 

E 

0.00 

4 

1500 

382 

-61 

.60 

.01- 


-830 

.430 

INDS. ENG. 

26.5 

0.00 

22 

16000 

6880 

.43 

.43 



1.430 

.770 

INDS. CERAMIC 

E 

0.00 

3 

2000 

1620 

.82 

.81 

.01- 


• 890 

.610 

NATL. POULTRY 

E 

0.00 

n 

ISO 

93 

.63 

.61 

.02- 

N 

-960 

.810 

ARAB INT. FOOD FACT. 

56.9 

0.00 

5 

680 

548 

.B1 

.81 

_ 

N 

1.500 

.530 

MID. EAST COMPLEX 

7.9 

0.00 

19 

29250 

19530 

.67 

.67 

- 

GRAND TOTAL 





169 

168243 

91571 





New 12 months high 
New 12 months low 

Stock dividend during the past 12 months 
Listed during the past 12 months 
P/E ratio is 100 or more 
Negative P/E 

Earning ia zero or N/A for the most recent year 




Coiffeur Nabil Majdoub 

returned to Amman after taking part , 
upon an invitation from 
1 Tonny and Guy, 

Carita Vidal Sasson, 

in the annual international festival for hairdressing 
whose activities were held in Paris and London 
during Oct. 20-30. The festival, which presented 
the newest hairdressing styles in Europe, 
included a group of top hairdressers for women in 
France, Britain and Italy. 





E T R A 


tn The Occasion Of Kings Birthday, 
jjjiotte/ 7'icu* ?&£/ Announce Special Rates 
on 14th & 15th Nov. 96 
For Jordanians And Residents 
Only J.d 28.00 Per Person Sharing A Twin Room 
Including Govt Tax & Service Charge Price Includes 
Buffet Dinner & Breakfast Children Staying In 
Parents Room Free (Max. 2 Child) 

The ifia-na lew jCtJ/ Petra. 


150 Spacious Rooms, All With Queen Or King Size 
Beds, 

Central Heating, Mini Bar. Tv, Sat& Video Fully 
Equipped Private Bath Room, Direct Telephone, 
Laundry Service. 


The Cafe Royal Restaurant The Sunset Lounge 
The Eagles Nest Be 
Swimming Pool, 

Terrace & Snack Bar 
Billiard Room 
BookShop 


For Information & Reservation Please Call 
Tel: 652415/6 Fax 652417 


J ordan Marketplace *** Jordan Marketplace *** Jordan Marketplace 


DA J ANI 

JEWELLERS 


World gems, hand made in Jordan in 18 & 21 k. gold. 
A truly unique shop. 


Outstanding designs 


Amra Hotel Shops 
6th. Circle, .Amman 
Also in Brazil 



FOR RENT 

- 3 bedrooms apartment in 
Shmeisani, second floor, 
220 sq.m. 

- 3 bedrooms in A! Rabia 
area, third’ floor, 190 sq.m. 

Abdoun Real Estate 
Tel: 810605 - 810609 
Fax: 810520 


STUDIO HAIG 


Pr ofe s si onal Quality] in 
1 Hour Service 


Develop your' colour film at 
our shop and get> 


• JUMBO phmto 
30% 


Brmm. •afar**- 
20 x 30 cat 


Shmeisani-* Opp. Grindlays 
:. Phone; 604042 


Bank. 

Swcfieb tel: 823891 


FOR 

RENT 

FLATS 
VILLAS 



■ BYBLOSB 



8 


• v> - 


Leonardo da Vinci 

Authentic Italian Cuisine 
Established 1977 
Open: Lunch: 12:30 - 3:30 
Dinner 7:30- 11:30 
Located in Amman 
Financial District 
Shmeisani 

Tel.: 662441 / 606281 
Free Vallet Parking 
Reservation Required 



FOR RENT 


DELUXE VILLAS AND 
APARTMENTS 
FURNISHED OR 
UNFURNISHED 

JAMAL 
REAL ESTATE 


at 



■EAL ESTATE 


FOR 

RENT 


Deluxe Villas 

. 

Appa laments 
in Amman 


For details please call 

Tel . 864230 
Fax. 864231 





***■ 


OLVflTlPIA 


HOTEL APARTMENTS 


THE IDEAL ADDRESS 
FOR EMBASSIES, 
EXPATRIATES & FAMILIES 


SINCE 1985 


( SPECIAL PRICES V 

Ifor longterm - stayJ 


•ABDOUN- . I 
TEL. S 10 150. FAX 827U3 


TKL : 699369 
FAX : 704414 


Happi| IteAfs r 

S*t04 & SiJtcuU (fyc 


OPEN DAILY FROM 
10 A.M - 1 AJ4 
Tel. 5537199 . 
Fax 898537 


Pmm Pthalna 
behind San Rock 
Hotel 


CROwrincm. 


- INDOOR HEATED 
S UMMMINC POOL; 

- SOUND , JACUZZI 
& MBSSfiGE 
FITNESS ROOM 
TENNIS & SQURSH. 

COURTS 

TIL 758180 
RADIO & TU STATION Rfi.l 
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io Sports 

Wihdat, Hussein meet 
in Jordan Cup semis today 


By a Jordan Times 
Staff Reporter 

AMMAN — Four of the 
Kingdom's top soccer 
teams will be facing off in 
the semifinals of the second 
most important soccer com- 
petition — the Jordan Cup 
— starting Monday. 

AI Wihdat play A1 
Hussein in Amman at 2:30 
p.m. today while the other 
semifinal groups AI Ramtha 
and AI Ahli in Irbid 
Tuesday. 

While the semifinals have 
brought together four of the 
top five Premier League 
teams . current league lead- 
ers and Cup titieholders Al 
Faisali will be missing their 
shot at another of the 1996 
season's titles after being 
knocked out 2-1 by AI Ahli 
Saturday. Al Faisali had 
won the season-opening 
Cup Winners' Cup while Al 
Ramtha won the Federation 


Shield. The fourth and most 
important of the season’s 
competitions — the Premier 
League — resumes Nov. 
26. 

Al Faisali's loss to Al Ahli 
came amidst talk by club 
board officials that they 
would suspend the game in 
protest of a JD 500 fine by 
the Jordan Soccer 
Federation for unsports- 
manlike conduct of fans 
during their match against 
Al Wihdat in the past week. 

Twenty-four Premier 
League and first division 
teams took part in the 
knockout Jordan Cup com- 
petition . AI Wihdat reached 
the semifinals after over- 
coming Kufrsoum. Al Arab! 
and Al Yarmouk while 
semifinal opponents Al 
Hussein had to squeeze by 
Shabab Al Hussein after an 
opening 7-0 win over Al 
Awdeh. 

Al Ramtha got there by 


Furnished Apt. For Rent 

1. A three-bedroom apartment, total area of 200 
sq.m. In Urn Uthaina, Fifth Circle, for rent. Nice area, 
dose to all sen/ices. Central heating. 

2. A semi villa for rent, behind the University of 
Jordan. Unfurnished. 

3. A villa for sale in the Deir Ghbar area. A real good 

price. ] 

Please call: Ibrahim 623725 

TWO APARTMENTS FOR RENT 

Two brand new apartments located on first floor of a Villa in 
Khalda area - opposite King Hussein Medical City. About 
seven minutes drive from the U.S- Embassy. Very quiet 
neighbourhood. Separate entrance, with intercom for each 
apartment. American style kitchen. PVC doors and 
windows. Well insulated walls and double glazed windows. 
Separate heating systems. First Apt. is about 140 sq.m.. 
Two bedrooms and two bathrooms and a balcony. 

Second Apt is about 130 sq.m.. Two bedrooms and one 
bathroom. The owner (an Arab American) lives at ground 
floor. Could be rented furnished or unfurnished. 

If interested, please contact: 

Rasheed Khalil at 09-911905 8 a.m. - 4 p.m. 


SALE OR RENT/ABDOUN 

T- Brand riew DELUXE villa distinguished, 3 floors & 
roof, USA embassy area, sale or rent. JD 420.000 
sale, JD 60.000 rent. 

2- 270 m2, 3-bedroom, first floor apartment, in 2 , 
floors building for rent. JD 7.000. 

3- 200 E Mercedes model 91, Dark red, in perfect i 
shape, not used. JD 29,000. 

Please call 079-24886 


beating AI Jazireh and Al 
Zaiqa while Al Ahli had an 
easier path beating lowly Al 
Talbieh before their coveted 
win over nine-time compe- 
tition record holders Al 
Faisali. 


Competition record 

(runner up in brackets) 

1980 — Faisali (Baqaa) 

1981 — Faisali (Ramtha) 

1982 — Wihdat (Ahli) 
19S3 — Faisali (Ramtha) 

1984 — Jazireh (Ahli) 

1985 — Wihdat (Faisali) 

1986 — Arabi (Jazireh) 

1987 — Faisali (Hussein) 

1988 — Wihdat (Faisali) 

1989 — Faisali (Ramtha) 

1990 — Ramtha (Hussein) 

1991 — Ramtha (Wihdat) 

1992 — Faisali (Wihdari 

1993 — Faisali (Ramtha) 

1994 — Faisali (Ramtha) 

1995 — Faisali (Ramtha) 


JORDAN 
TIMES 
TEL: 699634, 
684311 


Cavaliers beat Bullets 
in 0T; Barkely leads 
Rockets past Phoenix 


LANDOVER, Maryland 
(R) — Terrell Brandon 
scored 31 points, includ- 
ing two free throws with 
1.8 seconds left in over- 
time. to lift the Cleveland 
Cavaliers to a 98-96 win 
and spoil the home open- 
er of the Washington 
Bullets Saturday. 

With the score tied 96- 
96, Brandon took a pass 
on the left wing and drew 
a foul from Chris Webber. 
He sank both free throws 
and a final-second 
attempt by the Bullets 
missed. 

“This is a confidence 
builder for us. being able 
to bounce back,” Brandon 
said. “They knew I was 
getting the ball. I always 
try to get my shot I want 
to’ be the man to win the 
game." 

Washington's Rod 
Strickland converted a 
three-point play with 8.7 
seconds left, tying the 
game at 96-96. A pair of 
free throws by Brandon 
had given the Cavaliers a 
96-93 advantage. 

Washington's Chris 

Whitney sent the game 
into overtime with a lean- 
ing three-pointer from the 
top of the key with two 


Super Deluxe G.F. Furnished 
Apartment For Rent in Sweifieh 

Consists of 3 bedrooms, saJon. dining room, fully equipped i 
kitchen, garage for 2 cars, and a large glazed veranda. 
Located near the Orthodox Church. Amine El Momany St. 
No. 9 

For further information call 
Tel.: 818092, 642072 

^)UTY UNPAID CAfTfOfTsALE 

Mitsubishi Lancer, 1500cc, 1992 Model, in 
excellent condition for sale. Duty unpaid. Factory 
Fitted Air Conditioner/Heater, Stereo tape and 
radio. Other auto features of Lancer. 

Contact Tel. 714511, 9-11 a.m. & 4-5 p.m. 

' ;*»i. »»* I*? 

Super Deluxe Apartment For Rent 

Consisting of 3 bedrooms, 3 bathrooms, 
salon, guests room, fully equipped kitchen, 
telephone, separate central heating. 

Location : Prince Flashed Housing Estate. 7th Circle. 

Please call Tel: 865516 


seconds left in regulation. 
Danny Ferry had sank a 
pair of free throws to put 
Cleveland ahead 90-87. 

Rookie Vitaly 

Potapenko scored 22 
points and Ferry added 12 
for Cleveland (2-0), 
which has won twice on 
the road. 

In Chicago, Michael 
Jordan scored 27 points 
as the Bulls celebrated 
their 1996 NBA champi- 
onship by racing to a 24- 
point halftime lead and 
routing the Philadelphia 
76ers 115-86. 

Scottie Pippen added 22 
and Ron Harper scored 
17 of his 19 points in the 
first half for the Bulls (2- 
0), who received their 
championship rings from 
NBA Commissioner 
David Stern and hoisted 
their fourth tide banner to 
the rafters of the United 
Centre. 

“Chicago is going to be 
considered one of the top 
teams ever in our exis- 
tence." Stem said. 

“It was nice to see some 
of the guys who hadn't 
won before go through 
this experience," Jordan 
said. 

Jn Phoenix. Charles 
Barkley had a career-high 
33 rebounds and 20 
points in his return to his 
old stomping grounds as 
he powered the Houston 
Rockets to a I JO-95 vic- 
tory over the Suns. 

Barkley played four 
seasons for Phoenix 
before forcing a trade to 
Houston this summer. 
Barkley, who was traded 
for four Rockets, got a 
mixed greeting from the 
crowd at America West 
Arena but it changed to 
mostly boos by the fourth 
quarter. He outrebounded 
his former team,! . which \ 
managed just' . 30 

rebounds. 

Hakeem Olajuwon 
scored 24 points, Clyde 
Drexlcr aaded 22, 10 
assists and seven 
rebounds and rookie Matt 
Maloney scored 12 of his 
17 in the first quarter, 
when the Rockets (2-0) 
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Ccanril fuit Aust nifian . 
v L ’ nu'crsit ics './flu e A o Offer / 


J4.ustra.Ran education is recognized as amongst the 
Best in the •world 

Australian universities offer attractive, peaceful and 
stimulation environment for the international students. 
Courses offered cover wide and comprehensive range of 
subjects atjbundaticm, diploma, 
undergraduate, post graduate and doctorate levels. 
(Representatives often leading Australian universities will 
•visit Jordan on 5th c£ 6th of November to answer your questions. 
Come and meet us ! 

At AlWaha (Ballroom, Marriott Jlotel 
(Between 4:00 p.m. dl 9:00 p.m. 


,S//y yv/Yt’t/ hy : 


Australian <1 rode Commission 

■ fordetdds cad RjiBa Sarayrnh 

Austmde 

ret : 69S971 - 703620 - 703623 


FOR RENT 

Fully furnished three-bedroom 
apartment at Um Uthaina. 

Phone after 2:00 p.m. 858533 
Unfurnished Flats For Rent 

! Two super deluxe unfurnished flats for rent, each 
with 3 bedrooms, 3 bathrooms, about 200 sq.m 
i each, one of them with separate garden. 
Location: Um-Utheinah, Koufeh St. No. 6 

Please call 829598 after 2 p.m. 


AL - Yassine Antiques 

Welcomes its visitors for its openning 
10:00- 1:30 a 4:00 -6:30 
Telfax 629220 
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JORDAN RIVER] 
BAN I HAMIDA 

ALBADIA BOTIOUE 


SAP ADI MOSQUE 



AL-AHUYE 

SCHOOL 

(CMS) 


CINEMA TEL-634144 > 

PHILADELPHIA y 

Philadelphia 1 
Tom Cruise ... in 
MISSION IMPOSSIBLE 

Shows: 12:30, 3:30, 6:15 . 8:30. 10:30 

Philadelphia 2 

SABRINA 

Shows: 12:30. 3:30, 6:15 . 8:30. 10:30 


CINEMA 


TEL69S238 

PLAZA 


1st circle 


CWEMA 


TEU677420 


1 Ahmad Zaki & Yusra., Jn 

WHIMS 

(Arabic) 

Shows; 12:30. 3:30, 6:30, 8:30, 1Q:3G 


CONCORD 

- - . : ✓ 

CQNC0AD "1“ 

MORTAL COMBAT 

Shows: 12:30. 3:30, 6:15. 8:30. 10:30 


\ 
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u.r.fffo>ini* [e Sam- 
' number 

Charlotte Hornets* guard Muggsy Bogues <L) drives around Toronto Raptors* Damon C,s®jnU> " hen 
Stoudamire during first half NBA action in the Charlotte Coliseum. Bogues played fj n a] of the 
only six games last season due to injuries (Reuters photo) ^ Indoor 

mr a iurcrrrTC opened an 18-point lead. : 

Li j n Indianapolis. Alonzo -ft iame ijn ? 

_ __ A , Mourning had 27 points eiaxanns his hi*- 

$ Z o« ^ eight rebounds to * a this jear’s 

Charlotte 109 Toronto .8 lead t ^ e Miami Heat to a - im at Roland 

M ,ami a ou Inthana 9. 97-95 victory over the -.^ek he won both 

Cleveland 98 Washington 96 lOT) Indiana Pacere. Iheir first doubles 

Chicago 15 Philadelphia 86 win ever at Market.' 

Sacramento 107 Dallas 94 A mnn . , c, Bl ,. t 

Milwaukee 124 Boston 102 TtS? H?i5awav iririeri R 

Houston 110 Phoenix 95 iStEinSS u T 

Seattle 104 Portland 9} -5 points for the heat (Z- ?pot when the 

Utah 95 LA Clippers 90 0), who had lost their first a ?nnkinesare pub- 

PP 14 games at Indiana , ;( \i 0 ndav. fousht 

In Shawn rerdtoppine a «f m 

i scored 24 points and •^frahuualifier 

TENDER ANNOUNCEMENT ^ ^ 511 

Kingdom of Jordan ; “ rj l7-poim ***** 

Telecommunications Regulatory tage and a 104-93 rout of .. . 
m r, Commission Trail 

The Telecommunications Regulatory Commission defeated -'VCndi Rnub- 

(TRC) of Jordan announces that it has released a Call p^™ d for the serento Kl ltlt J™blev 
for Tenders for a second national public paging in ej ? ht home ' tame «econd 

licence. The new sen/ice operator will compete with games ° -wm Black of Zim- 

the existing licensee. Jordan Radio Paging (JRP). . » b In ^os Angeles Karl — — 

Following consultation with the industry, the TRC Malone had 21 poims and 

issued the Call for Tenders dated November 4. 1996 12 rebounds and John 

(TRC Call 1996-1), which sets out the process that Stockton made a driving 

the TRC will follow in awarding the new licence. The layup wiih 30 seconds T/ 

process consists of two phases. During the first remaining as the Utah f V* 

phase, a special tender evaluation committee will Jazz held off a furious I v\A 

review the technical aspects of the submissions from founh-quarter rally to 

all applicants. Those applicants who successfully spoil the Clippers' home 

pass this phase will participate in the second phase. opener with a 95-90 vie- -fcAfj 

in which their sealed financial proposals will be lo J?- Sastrevm 

opened at a meeting o! all qualifying applicants. The Bryon Russell added 16 o, WM 

applicant offering the highest licence acquisition fee P°\ nt * Je , . ^ Ts at 

me pagmg^e 90 * a9reemen ' " Pr °' , ' de “JwLSS off aii M 

Parties interested in applying for me new paging ™ g P ^lo?v Sk flSk 

licence may obtain a copy of the Call for Tenders from on p rtt | av ’ 

the TRC upon payment of JD 1500 before i n Atlama. Grant Hill 
December 5, 1 996. The deadline for [he submission nearly recorded 3 triple - 

of applications is February 4, 1997. double with 22 point’s, 15 lj 

For a copy of TRC Call 1996-1. or for further rebounds and nine assists 
information, contact: a> the Detroit Pistons i .Ij. 

The Office of the Director General defeated the Hawks 90- ? 

Telecommunications Regulatory Commission 7S. 

P.O. Box 850967. Amman 11185. Jordan In Charlotte. Dell Cum’ ! 1 ft *j * Jd 

Telephone (962) 6-866231 - Fax (962) 6-863641 scored 20 of his career- i- 1 M5L f ii ! 


TENDER ANNOUNCEMENT 
We ^Hashemite Kingdom of Jordan 
Telecommunications Regulatory 
Commission 

The Telecommunications Regulatory Commission 
(TRC) of Jordan announces that it has released a Call 
for Tenders for a second national public paging 1 
licence. The new service operator will compete with . 
the existing licensee. Jordan Radio Paging (JRP). »| 
Following consultation with the industry, the TRC 
issued the Call for Tenders dated November 4, 1996 
(TRC Call 1996-1), which sets out the process that 
the TRC will follow in awarding the new licence. The 
process consists of two phases. During the first 
phase, a special tender evaluation committee will 
review the technical aspects of the submissions from 
all applicants. Those applicants who successfully 
pass this phase will participate in the second phase, 
in which their sealed financial proposals will be 
opened at a meeting of all qualifying applicants. The 
applicant offering the highest licence acquisition fee 
will be invited to sign a licence agreement to provide 
the paging service. 

Parties interested in applying for the new paging 
licence may obtain a copy of the Call for Tenders from 
the TRC upon payment of JD 1500 before 
December 5, 1 996. The deadline for the submission 
of applications is February 4, 1997. 

For a copy of TRC Call 1996-1. or for further 
information, contact: 

The Office of the Director General 
Telecommunications Regulatory Commission 
P.O. Box 850967, Amman 11185. Jordan 
Telephone (962) 6-866231 - Fax (962) 6-863641 


Scaling second 
■ ww Black of Zim- 
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Super Deluxe 

Fully Furnished Penthouse 
In Abdoun For Rent 

3 bedrooms, 3 bathrooms, 
sitting room with fireplace. 
Underfloor heating. Italian 
marble floors. Fully fitted 
kitchen, telephone and fax. Area 
330 sq. m and 150 sq. m. 
terrace. 

You should see to appreciate. 

Call owner from 3-5 p.m. 

@ 857888 Amman. 


scored 20 of his career- 
high 38 points in the third 
quarter and new team 
member Anthony Mason gj. 
had 18 poims and 15 1?£? 
rebounds as the HorneLs ? ja 
defeated the Toronto 1 sj 
Raptors 109-98. : 

In Dallas, Milch ? ^4 
Richmond scored 24 ) 'q 
points and Tyus Edney 
added a career-high 23 
lift the Sacramento Kings 
to a 107-94 romp over the 4 ^ 
Mavericks. ^ 

In Milwaukee. Johnny 
Newman and Glenn 
Robinson led the Bucks 
with 2 1 poims apiece and 
Armon oilliam added J7 
and 12 rebounds as the 
Bucks broke on top early 
and never looked back in 
124-102 rout of dw 
Boston Celtics. 



"&3-01 


Shows: 3:30, 8:15 

CONCORD **2" 

NASER 56 

A. Shows: 3:30, 6:00, 8:15, 10:45 j 


Am in ana Theatre & Cinema 
TEL: 618274 - 618275 ^ 

Today presents Zawad Weld Awad 
theatre group in the play entitled 

Five-Star Government 

Starring comedians: 

Mahmoud Saimeh 
& Hussein Tubishat 
Play starts 8:30 p.m. 


Nabil & Hi$ham's Theatre 

TEL: 625155 

PRESENTS 

THE SATIRICAL COMEDY 

Arab Human Rights 

At 8:30 p.m. 

Theatre is closed Friday & Saturday 

For reservation please call 
625155 - 640155 
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Sports 


Joreman ready to take on 
KV-infected Morrison 




\ . 4 



pOKYO (AFP) — George 
^foreman bartered another 
Challenger for his world 
-Stifle Dunday and then said 
The was ready to take on 
’ fffV-infected heavyweight 
.Tommy ' -Morrison who 
•^scored a first round knock' 
out in his comeback. 

Foreman and Morrison 
were the stars of a contro- 
- versiai and bizarre bill, that 
: only half filled the 7,000- 
^seat NK. Hall next to the 
'4f Tokyo Disneyland, and that 
^also featured women who 
landed up boxing in blood 
Covered tee-shirts. 

.V Foreman, now 47, said he 
.flight fight Morrison to 
-ravenge his loss in their 
•'World Boxing Organisation 
£$VBO) title bout in June 

“I’m ready to fight any- 
- s body, anywhere, anytime 
for a certain amount of 
money," he said after retain- 
/ing his World Boxing 
Union (WBU) title with a 
^unanimous decison win 


over fellow- Amen can 

Crawford Grimsley. 

‘Tommy Morrison did 
something very important 
today" he said. 

“He stepped in the ring 
and executed his profes- 
sion. No one can say now 
what if, or maybe, or he 
should. It’s done now." 

Foreman could not put his 
title up at stake against 
Morrison however as the 
WBU will not sanction 
fights with HIV-infected 
boxers. 

Morrison, 27, finished off 
Marcus Rhode in 98 sec- 
onds with three knock- 
downs in his first fight since 
announcing in February 
that he had the human 
immune-deficiency virus. 

T got a lot of pressure off 
my shoulders," Morrison 
said after his fight which 
drew criticism from former 
U.S. basketball superstar 
Magic Johnson, who is also 
HIV-infected, and some 
boxing leaders. 



Capriati beats Seles 
to reach Chicago final 


L 




George Foreman (R) of the United States lands a left to the body of fellow American 
Crawford Grimsley during the II th round in their World Boxing Union heavyweight 
title bout at Tokyo Bay NK Hail. Foreman retained his WBU title by unanimous deci- 
sion (Reuters photo) 

Morrison won $500,000 Morrison’s fight would Rhode, 24, reeled under 
in pay-per-view profits have been stopped if he suf- the constant barrage of one- 

which he said would go to fered uncontrollable bleed- two combinations. But be 

his foundation to help chil- ing. Referee Frank Garza said: “There was no woriy 

dren with Acquired wore latex gloves but insist- about HIV for me. It was 

Immune Deficiency Syn- ed this was nothing excep- blown out of proportion." 

drome (AIDS 1 ). tional. 


Rhode, 24, reeled under 
the constant barrage of one- 
two combinations. But be 
said: “There was no woriy 
about HIV for me. It was 
blown out of proportion." 


A. A 



‘Marathon man’ Kafelnikov closes in on Sampras’ ranking 


PARIS (AFP) — Yevgeny 
Kafelnikov, the world's 
busiest player, took another 
step closer to his dream of 
taking over from Pete Sam- 
pras as the world’s number- 
one here on Saturday when 
he reached the final of the 
$2.5 million Paris Indoor 
Open. 

He also came one step 
closer to repeating his his- 
toric feat at this year's 
french Open at Roland 
Garros where he won both 
the singles and doubles 
dtles. 

The fourth-seeded Russ- 
ian, already certain to move 
up to third spot when the 
new ATP rankings are pub- 
lished on Monthly, fought 
back after dropping a set to 
beat plucky Czech qualifier 
Petr Korda 3-6, 6-*, 6-2 in 
the - day’s opening Jemi-t 
ttf&l ” 

He then joined up’ with 
regular teammate Daniel 
Vacek of the Czech Repub- 
lic to reach the doubles 
final by beating second 
seeds Byron Black of Zim- 


babwe and Grant Connell 
of Canada. 

Kafelnikov now plays 
12th seed Thomas Enqvist 
for the singles title and he 
and Vacek will then face 
sixth-seeded Dutch duo 
Jacco Eltingh and Paul 
Haarhuis in the doubles 
final. Eltingh and Haarhuis 
put out Australia’s top 
world pairing of Mark 
Woodforde and Todd 
Woodbrige 4-6, 7-6 (7/4), 
7-6 (7/5). 

In Saturday’s other sin-' 
gles semi-final Enqvist 
overwhelmed compatriot 
Magnus Gustafsson. 

Gustafsson, who pulled a 
stomach muscle training in 
the morning and who 
incurred a leg muscle injury 
during the one-sided 67- 
minute encounter, went to 
hospital for an .X-ray-after, 
his defeat 

The 22-year-old Kafel- 
nikov, who plays in 
Moscow next week before 
travelling to the elite eight- 
man ATP Championships in 
Hanover, now has a definite 


chance of earning enough 
points to take over as the 
world's top-ranked player. 

"It would be the best 
Christmas present of all," 
he smiled. 

"This has been a great 
year and I feel pretty happy 
not only for myself but for 
my coach that we've done a 
good job and that I won a 
Grand Slam title at the 
French. 

Kafelnikov is almost cer- 
tain to take over from 
Michael Chang as the new 
world number-two when he 
goes into the $3.3 million 
ATP Championships in 
Germany and he could then 
be within striking distance 
of Sampras. 

Kafelnikov has so far 
played a remarkable 157 
singles and doubles matcb- 
£s. this. seasDO^—^jicure than 
any other player’titi the tour 
— and his' showdown 
against Korda was his 93rd 
singles confrontation. 

Last year Kafelnikov was 
also the busiest player on 
the tour completing 167 


T&ofhsC A/a 


Experience the different 
gastronomic flavours of the world 
at Forte Grand Amman 
seven days a week • ; 

SATURDAY 

pjj Easter&cuisine at its verybest. 

I I * 

& traditional ItaMaji cuisine. . 

W of Frencbgdstrbnomy ‘ 


matches. 

Korda, who put out 
French hope Amaud 
Boetsch 24 hours earlier 
and who had to play three 
matches of qualifying to get 
into the star-studded draw, 
was clearly beginning to 
feel the effects of the extra 
matches. 

And after playing one- 
and-a-half sets of excellent 
tennis, the 1992 French 
Open runner-up faded. 

‘To be honest — he's the 
last player you want to see 
the other side of the net,” 
said Kafelnikov. 

“On this kind of surface 
he can hit winners from just 
about anywhere on the 
court. I bad to play not 100 
percent but 150 percent to 
win today." 

Looking forward to the 
rriatcfr-i- against ... Enqvist,, 
Kafelhflcov said: 

“It's the same story as 
Korda. He is a player I have 
trouble against. I have again 


to play not 100 percent... not ! 
150 percent... but 200 per- 
cent." 

The 22-year-old Enqvist, 
producing the same relent- 
less baseline aggression 
which ended Stefan 
Edberg's hopes in the previ- 
ous round, suiged away 
with the second semi-final, 
and after being level at 3-3 
in the first set he won seven 
games on the trot to end 
Gustafsson's dwindling 
hopes. 

"Yevgeny will be the 
favourite tomorrow — but I 
feel like I have a good 
chance. I feel I'm hitting the 
ball really well this week,” he 
said. 

Asked if he thought the 
crowd would be cheering too 
much for Kafelnikov who 
became a favourite in France 
. ,-tbiS yeac wfepn ,he ijriurophed r 
■ at the FrencfcrOpen and Lyon: 

'■ “I beat Stefan Edberg out 
there. I don’t chink the noise 
can be any worse." he said. 


CHICAGO (R) — Jennifer 
Capriati revived her game 
and an old rivalry Saturday 
when she upset top-ranked 
Monica Seles in the semifi- 
nals of the $450,000 
Ameritech Cup to reach a 
tournament final for the 
first time since 1993. 

Capriad, on the come- 
back trail after being out of 
the game for two years 
because of personal prob- 
lems and injuries, beat 
Seles 6-3, 6-3 and will face 
Jana Novotna in the final. 
Novotna staged a come- 
back herself in her 7-5, 6-4 
semifinal win over Swiss 
teen Martina Hingis. 

“She clearly played a bet- 
ter match than I did,” Seles 
said of Capriati, whom she 
last played in the French 
Open in 1992. 

It wifi be Capriati's first 
final since the Canadian 
Open in 1993. Her last win 
was at Sydney earlier that 
year. 

“More than anything, I 
did this for myself,’’ 
Capriati said of her come- 
back. “It was for me, self 
satisfaction." 

The two exchanged ser- 
vice breaks in the first four 
games of the first set, each 
sticking to her trademark 
baseline style. Capriati 
broke Seles again in a key 
seventh game, although 
seles was at set point twice, 
and won the set with a 
break at 15. 

Seles, who shares the 
world number one ranking 
with Steffi Graf, struggled 
in the second set, scoring 
just one point off Capriati's 
serve in her last four 
games. 

For Capriati, ranked 50th 
in the world, even reaching 
the semifinals was an 
accomplishment. The 20- 
year-old American was a 
late entry into the Chicago 
•rvent and was ■unseeded. 
She had yet . to. get past the 
quarter-finals this year. 

Seles’s comeback after 
being stabbed in the back 
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in Hamburg in 1993 has 
been more successful, 
including a win this year at 
the Australian Open. But 
she bad been bothered by a 
sore left shoulder since 
then, and this event was her 
first test after a month of 
extensive rehabilitation. 

“I really think the therapy 
is working, so it’s not even 
on my mind," Seles said. 

Capriati has lost twice to 
Novotna this year, at Essen 
and Zurich, both times in 
the quarter-final round. 

TTiis whole week I’ve 
felt myself play well and i 
just wanted to keep this 
up," Capriati said. "This is 
what I’ve been working for, 
working to see if I could be 
up there again and play 
good tennis.” 

In the other semifinal, 
Hin gi s was at set point 
three times in the first set 
and had a 4-1 lead in the 
second set. yet Novotna 
overcame both. She broke 
Hingis in the ninth and 
11th games. 

The 16-y ear-old threw 
her racket in frustration 
towards the net at the end 
of the 11th game and was 
assessed a violation by the 
chair umpire. 

In the second set, Novot- 


na halted play after three 
games to receive treatment 
for a blister on her left foot 
and to have her right knee 
taped. 

Hingis opened a 4-1 lead, 
yet Novotna aggressively 
artacked the net and fired a 
series of forehand winners, 
scoring 20 of the next 23 
points, including the final 
13, to win the match. 

“It was an unbelievable 
comeback." said Novotna, 
who had beaten Hingis in 
the final at Zurich last 
month. “I wasn’t really 
aggressive enough in the 
beginning of the first set 
and I thought she was pass- 
ing me well. 1 just started to 
fight back and that's what I 
did.” 

Hingis, number eight in 
the world, confessed to 
being tired from her singles 
and doubles matches late 
Friday, saying she will 
limit her doubles play in 
the future. 

T couldn't move my legs 
any more," the 16-year-old 
Swiss said. T knew she 
couldn't move that well but 
I couldn't move either.” 


GOREN BRIDGE 
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SACRIFICE FOR THE CAUSE 


Easi-WpsL vulnerable North 
deals. 

NORTH 
A Q J 104 
9K84S 
£ A J83 

* 5 

WEST EAST 

4K9852 * Void 

PQJ P 1096 52 

OQ 87 CK1094 2 

4AK10 4 Q J 9 

SOUTH 

* A76 3 
.OA7. 

4876V32 

The bidding: 

NORTH EAST SOUTH WEST 
10 Pus 1* Pan 

2s Pass 4* Db! 

Psu Pan Pus 

Opening lead: King of 4 
When tie opponents bid a game 
on skinny values, odds are that 
declarer is planning to score tricks 
with ruffe. Effective defense, there- 
fore, is to lead trumps at every 
opportunity. West caught on n trifle 
late, and the execution then was 
slightly faulty. 

We like South's bold jump to 
game with a distributional hand 
and two aces, even though it con- 


tained only four trumps. West could 
not believe that the opponents could 
make game against the ben hand 
it the table and ona with a five* 
card holding in trumps to boot, and 
said so foroniy by doubling. 

Wen's assessment would have 
been accurate had the opening Iced 
been a trump, and had the defender 
continued with a second trump on 
gaining the lead in dubs. Unfortu- 
nately, West opted to lend the king 
of clubs, then shilled to a low trump 
alter gettin g a loo k at dummy. 

Dummy's Jen won, the ace of dia- 
mpnds* wae Jtfflsf&i’ and'; a diamohd 
was runedThTfle elided hand.) A 
dub ruff^ms followed by n aecofid 
diamond ruiTISfiLnd. After caching 
the king and ace of hearts, another 
dub was trumped on the table. A 
red card was ruffed with the ace as 
West underrufTed helplessly and 
another dub was led to complete 
West's discomfiture. Whether the 
defender ruffed high or low, dum- 
my's queen or trumps became the 
fulfilling trick. 

West missed a chance to be bril- 
liant. If the defender shifts to the 
king of trumps at trick two. the con- 
tract can be defeated! When dednr- 
er ruffe a diamond or heart with the 
seven of spades at trick 10. West 
overruns and declarer can come to 
no more than nine tricks. 
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Bahrain 


stays away 
from GCC 
meeting 


DOHA (Agencies) — 
Bahrain on Sunday under- 
scored its intention to ho> 
con next month's gulf Arab 
summit by refusing ti 
attend a preparatory meet- 
ing in Qatar amid a territo- 
rial dispute between the 
countries, a gulf official 
said. 

Delegates from Saudi 
Arabia. Kuwait. Oman. 
Qatar and the United Arab 
Emirates (UAE) attended 
the meeting which opened 
in the Qatari capital on 
Saturday, “but Bahrain's 
seat remained empty." said 
the official who asked For 


anonymity. 

Gulf news agencies said 
Qatar's emir. Sheikh 
Hamad Ben Khalifa Al 
Thani. sent envoys to 
Bahrain. Kuwait and the 
UAE. 

Qatar and Bahrain are 
locked in a dispute over a 
number of barren islands, 
sandbanks and reefs which 
Bahrain has controlled 
since the 1 930s. The areas 
may contain oil and gas 
reserves and are considered 
by both countries to be of 
strategic value. 

Manama lias not shown 
any public signs that it 
might reverse its threat to 
boycott the summit in 
protest against Qatar's fail- 
ure to withdraw a case it 
has token to the 
International Court of 
Justice over the dispute. 

But some diplomats said 
they expected Manama to 
respond positively to medi- 
ation efforts by Gulf and 
Saudi officials. Saudi 
Arabia is the dominant 
power broker in the politi- 
cal. economic and military 
alliance. 

“The impression here so 
far is that they will go,'* 
said one Manama-based 
Arab diplomat. “It will be a 
mistake not to go and take 
your case and present it to 
the meeting.*' 

Qatar said it would only 
w ithdraw the case if Saudi 
mediation succeeded in 
settling the row. 

Qatar's Finance. 

Economy and Trade 
Minister Sheikh 

Mohammad Ben Khalifa 
Al Thani left for Manama 
on Sunday to deliver an 
invitation to Bahrain's 
emir. Sheikh fca Ben 
Salman A I Khalifa to 
attend the December 7 
summit, the news agencies 
said. 

From there he will leave 
for Abu Dhabi, they said. 

Minister of State for 
Cabinet Affairs Sheikh 
Mohammad Ben Khaled Al 
Thani arrived in Kuwait 
and gave the imitation to 
the emir. Sheikh Jaber Al 
Ahmad Al Sahah. they 
added. 



Iran urges Bosnia not to 
succumb to U.S. pressure 


TEHRAN tAFP) — 
Iranian Foreign Minister 
Ali Akbar Velayati urged 
Bosnia on Sunday not to 
cave in to U.S. pressure 
over conditions for a ma- 
jor arms delivery. 

"We are sure there is 
nothing the Bosnians will 
compromise their dignity 
for. They will not allow oth- 
ers to impose their wishes 
on them.” he told AFP. 

"Relations between Iran 
and Bosnia are very deep 
and not even the United 
States can come in between 
them." 

Washington has demand- 
ed the dismissal of 
"Iranian-linked" military 
officials in Bosnia, notably 
Muslim-Croat federation's 
Deputy Defence Minister 
Hasan Cengic. before it 
would go ahead with the 
delivery of a SI 00 million 
arms shipment to Sarajevo. 

State Department spokes- 
man Nicholas Bums said 
the United States demand- 
ed Mr. Cengic's dismissal 
based on his “close person- 
al ties" with the government 
of Iron, as well as his eff orts 


to block the development 
of a Muslim-Croat army. 

Mirza Hajric. an aide to 
Bosnian President Alija 
Izetbegovic. indicated 
Saturday that the federation 
parliament would take a 
decision shortly on replac- 
ing Mr. Cengic. “taking into 
account the views of the 
American government." 

The United States, which 
brokered the Dayton peace 
accord in former Yugosla- 
via. is worried about (he 
influence of Muslim states 
in Bosnia — notably Iran 
with which Sarajevo built 
up ties during the war 
against the Serbs. 

Washington has also 
demanded the expulsion 
from Bosnia of ail the so- 
called mujahedeen from 
Iran and other Muslim 
states who fought along- 
side the government forces 
during the war. 

Mr. Velayati blasted 
Washington for its “irra- 
tional demands” on 
Bosnia “which are made 
from a haughty and at the 
same time weak position." 


Sanaa hunts for kidnappers 


SANAA i AFP) — Yemeni 
security forces have called 
for the surrender of tribes- 
men who held a French 
diplomat hostage for 12 
days until they released him 
cut Friday, a security official 
said Sunday 
Security forces main- 
tained their watch on vil- 
lages in the mountains of 
Manrib province. ISO Kilo- 
metres east of here, where 
the kidnappers of French 
embassy attache Serge 
Lefevre are holed up. he 


said. 

The authorities have also 
refused to release dozens of 
Jihm tribesmen who were 
first arrested two weeks ago 
rr» force the kidnappers to 
free Mr. lx?fcvrc. the offi- 
cial said. 

The government accuses 
the kidnappers of "breaking 
the law and harming the 
reputation of “Yemen." one 
of the world's poorest 
C‘.H!iUries which is trying to 
cam more revenue from 


Sudan, Uganda hold peace talks 
in Iran under Iranian umbrella 


TEHRAN tAFP) — The 
foreign ministers of Uganda 
and Sudan were holding 
talks in the Iranian capital 
on Sunday to try to reach an 
agreement on ending their 
border conflict. 

Eriya Kategaya of Uganda 
and Sudan's Ali Osman 
Tuba held face to face talks 
in the morning and in 
croups attended by officials 
front Iran and Malawi, 
which are serving as media- 
tors. officials said. 

Relations were severed 
between Kampala and 
Khartoum last year amid 
mutual accusatioas that they 
were supporting each 
other's rebels. 

Iranian Foreign Minister 
All Akbar Velayati told 
reporters after the first 
round of talks that the main 
issue was for the two coun- 
tries to agree lo pull back all 
refugees and rebels 100 
kilometers from the border. 

He said "verification 
teams” including Iranian 
experts were to be dis- 
patched to the area of the 
conflict to study the situa- 


tion. 

The Ugandan foreign 
minister said all his country 
was asking was for the other 


side to make a "practical 
gesture, something mean- 
ingful" toward implement- 
ing possible agreement’*. 

He told AFP that Uganda 
wanted Sudan to "stop mili- 
tary incursions" into 
Ugandan territory. 

Uganda accuses Sudan of 
training and arming rebels 
fighting Kampala in the 
north and northwest of the 
country. 

Hundreds of civilians 
have lost their lives in clash- 
es between the army and the 
Christian Lord's Resistance 
Army in the north, and the 
Muslim West Nile Bank 
Front in the northwest. 

Sudan for its part accuses 
Uganda of arming and sup- 
porting John Gurang's 
Sudan People's Liberation 
.Army (SPLA), who have 
been battling Khartoum's 
forces since 1983 to end 
domination of the mainly 
Christian and animist south 
of Sudan by the Muslim 
north. 

The Sudanese foreign 
minister said his country 
was committed to imple- 
menting an agreement and 
had already taken “practical 
measures for a solid peace" 
with its nciehhour. 


Further talks were due to 
be held at the foreign min- 
istry later Sunday in an 
effort to finalize on agree- 
ment reached during an 
expert-level meeting here 
on Oct. 4. 

On Monday, the Sudanese 
and Ugandan officials are to 
meet President Ali Akbar 
Hashemi Rafsanjani. who 
personally intervened 
between the two countries 
during hjs African tour in 
September. 

Mr. Velayati urged Sudan 
and Uganda to “bring about 
an early implementation of 
the agreements, introduce 
and station the verification 
teams and start serious 
work" for peace 

But foreign ministry 
sources in Kampala said 
Saturday that Kategaya was 
under a strict directive from 
Ugandan President Yoweri 
Museveni not to sign the 
agreement before Sudan 
“clarified a number of ques- 
tions on the accord." 

Mr. Museveni told a press 
conference monday that 
Uganda was not serious 
about signing an agreement 
with Khartoum, which be 
accused of violating earlier 
accords. 


Sharon says he will not 
attend MENA meeting; 
Egypt is unconcerned 


TEL AVIV (Agencies) — 
Hardline Israeli 

Infrastructure Minister 
Ariel Sharon said Sunday 
he would boycott this 
month's Middle East and 
North Africa (MENA) eco- 
nomic conference in Cairo 
because of harsh Egyptian 
criticism of Israel. 

“It is obvious I will not go 
to Cairo because of the 
extremely harsh attacks 
launched by the press and 
Egyptian leaders against 
Israel.” Mr. Sharon told 
Israeli radio during a tour of 
Jewish settlements in the 
West Bank. 

“It is not possible to act as 
if nothing has happened.” 
said Mr. Sharon, adding 
that “economic relations 
could only develop through 
mutual respect.” 

Israel is sending a delega- 
tion to the conference head- 
ed by Commerce and Trade 
Minister Natan Sharansky. 

“1 believe in furthering 
relations with Arab states, I 
place great importance on 
that, but in my opinion in 
order to further economic 
relations and other bilateral 
relations there has t«» be a 
comfortable climate." Mr. 
Sharon told Israel radio. 

"The situation that exists 
today is ihat Egypt’s news- 
papers and also its political 
leader* arc attacking Israel 
in the most serious way and 
it seems to me it would he 
something completely 
incorrect ihat while Israel 
and its government are 
under such serious attacks 
to ignore it as if nothing is 
happening." 

When asked whether a 
decision had been taken by 
his ministry in boycott the 
event. Mr. Sharon replied: 
"For n*»w ihcre is no other 
decision and 1 certainly will 


not go. 

Mr. Sharon added: "I 
would be very happy to 
visit Egypt if there would 
be a fitting climate for it. if 
there would be relations of 
mutual respect. A people 
that wants to exist has to 
understand that without 
insisting on guarding its 
international honour it is 
impossible.” 

The Cairo meeting is the 
third annual regional devel- 
opment conference since 
Israel began peace negotia- 
tions with Palestinians. 
Syria. Jordan and Lebanon 
in 1991. 

Today Israel has an inter- 
im peace deal with the 
Palestinians and a peace 
treaty with Jordan. Egypt 
was the first Arab stale to 
make peace with Israel, in 
1979. 

The conference* were 
originally aimed al integrat- 
ing Israel into the region's 
economy, Bui a faltering 
peace process since the 
May election of right-wing 
Israeli Prime Minister 
Bcnyamin Netanyahu has 
placed unexpected hurdles 
before the Cairo gathering. 
Many vay Israel could find 
itself ignored by Arab busi- 
nessmen al the Nov. 12-14 
meeting of 85 states. 


Egypt at one point 
showed signs of cold feet 
about holding the confer- 
ence. saying it would be 
pointless unless Israel made 
a serious effort to carry out 
peace accords. 

The national infrastruc- 
ture ministry was created in 
June by Mr. Netanyahu who 
wanted to entice Mr. Sharon 
into government with a 
wide-ranging portfolio 
without giving the hawkish 
hardliner the key security 
ministries he had been 
seeking. 

The infrastructure portfo- 
lio has control over the gas. 
electricity and water sectors 
which were to have been at 
the centre of regional eco- 
nomic cooperation efforts 
launched by the former 
Labour government of 
Yitzhak Rabin and Shimon 
Peres. 

Egypt said it was uncon- 
cerned by Mr. Sharon's 
boycott of the Nov. 12-14 
conference, saying no per- 
sonal im itation was sent to 
Mr. Sharon. 

“An invitation was 
extended by Egyptian 
Foreign Minister Amr Musa 
to Foreign Minister Duvid 
Levy for Israel to be repre- 
sentated at ministerial 
level." said Ahmad Abu! 
Khcir. deputy coordinator 
of ihc conference. 

“That means they can 
choose their own represen- 
tation." he (old AFP. adding, 
that Mr. Sharon's decision 
to boycott the conference 

"is the business *»f the 
Israeli government, not 
ours." 

The multilateral econom- 
ic discussions were 
launched in Casablanca, i 
Morocco, in November ; 
1994 and a second confer* 
enee was held Amman in 
1995. Both meetings were 
attended by Mr. Rabin and 
several of his senior minis- 
ters. 

Mr. Netanyahu is nor 
expected to attend this 
month's meeting in Cairo. 

The Egyptian government 
and press have repeatedly 
criticised Mr. Netanyahu's 
right-wing government for 
freezing the peace process by 
blocking implementation of 
the 1 995 Osh* nc -cords on 
extending Palestinian self- 
rule; notably to the West 
Bank ciry of Hebron. 

The attacks have also con- 
cerned the suspension of 
Israeli -Syrian peace udks 
due to Mr. Netanyahu's 
refusal to accept an infor- 
mal agreement in principle 
from his Labour predeces- 
sors to return the Golan 
Heights tn Damascus in 
exchange for peace. 

Israel has issued several 
formal protests in recent 
weeks over virulent anti- 
Israeli attacks in the official 
and private Egyptian press, 
including some comparing 
Mr. Nctonyithif to Hitler. 

Egyptian President Hwni 
Mubarak had threatened to 
postpone this month's con- 
ference unless there was 
progress in the peace 
process. 



. Pri>« e 


wad* Uf 


Jordan rimes, Monday, November 4, 1996 






Employees’ jobs, rights 
secured in privatisation 
process, Kabariti says 


AMMAN (J.T.) — Prime 
Minister Abdul Karim 
Kabariti on Sunday assured 
all employees of govern- 
ment-owned commercial 
entities they would retain 
their jobs and rights regard- 
less of the privatisation of 
the entities. 

Mr. Kabariti. chairing a 
meeting of the Higher 
Commirtee for 

Privatisation, also said the 
privatisation process should 
be transparent and that the 
public should be informed 
of all decisions taken in the 
course of privatising state- 
owned entities so as to 
ensure the soundness and 
legality of the decisions. 

Among the firms slated to 
privatisation are the Natio- 
nal Electric Power Compa- 
ny. the National Telecom- 
munications Company, the 
Aqaba Railway Corpora- 
tion. the Public Transport 
Company and Royal Jor- 
danian. The electricity and 
telecommunications com- 
pany have already been reg- 
istered as commercial enti- 
ties governed by the 


Companies Law and oper- 
ating on a strict commercial 
basis rather than sc mi- 
autonomous government- 
controlled institutions. 

During Sunday's meeting 
the Higher Committee on 
Privatisation defined the 
general principles govern- 
ing the process of privatisa- 
tion, which is designed to 


U.N. officials leave after 
checking Iraq oil facilities 


BAGHDAD (AFP) — 
Three U.N. experts have 
left Baghdad after holding 
talks with Iraqi officials and 
inspecting oil terminals to 
be used under a long- 
delayed oil-for-food dead. 
U.N. sources said Sunday. 

The experts who left 
Saturday examined coun- 
ters at pumping stations at 
the Mina A I Bakr off-shore 
terminal in the Gulf and 
another one near the 
Turkish border, the U.N. 
sources said. 

Three U.N. observers vis- 
ited Iraq in September to 
study procedures for moni- 
toring the quantity and 
quality of oil Iraq would 
export from Mina Al Bakr 
and through a trans-Turkish 
pipeline to the Mediter- 
ranean Port of Ceyhan. 

Blit their visit coincided 
with an Iraqi military incur- 
sion into northern Kurdish 
safe areas, which provoked 
U.S. missile strikes and 
caused the United Nations 
to suspend the deal's appli- 
cation. 

Linder the deal signed in 
May. Iraq can export S2 bil- 
lion of oil over six months 
to pay for food and medi- 
cine as well as defray U.N. 


costs and contribute to a 
war reparations fund stem- 
ming From its 1990 invasion 
of Kuwait. 

The deal calls for strict 
monitoring. 

Iraq's delegate to the 
United Nations, Nizar 
Hamdun, said last week that 
the main obstacle to the 
deal’s implementation was 
setting the price of oil, but 
Washington has not given 
an answer yet. 

The U.N. secretary gener- 
al’s office has been caught 
in the middle between Iraq 
and the United States since 
the oil-for-food deal was 
signed. 

Before the deal is imple- 
mented, monitors must be 
deployed in Iraq to ensure 
fair distribution of the aid 
and both sides must resolve 
many financial and admin- 
istrative problems. 

U.N. sources said the 
administration of U.S. 
President Bill Clinton had 
told the U.N. sec re tars- gen- 
eral's office that it was 
opposed to implementing 
the oil-for-food agreement 
before the U.S. presidential 
elections on Tuesday. 


Algeria’s GIA says states 
offered it cash and arms 


PARIS t R) — Algeria's rad- 
ical armed Islamic Group 
iGIA). locked in a five- 
ycar-old conflict with the 
Algerian government, said 
foreign governments 
offered to supply it with 
money and weapons, an 
Arab paper said on Sunday. 

GIA Chief Antar Al 
Zouabri was quoted by the 
London-based Arabic lan- 
guage A I Hayat newspaper 
as saying the GIA had bro- 
ken its links with radical 
fundamentalist groups in 
Egypt and Libya because of 
ideological divergencies. 
He termed Libyan militants 
as being only “fundamen- 
talists. on paper". 

"You have to know that 
the Armed Islamic Group 
has been offered material 
support, and not only moral 
support. from some 
regimes, which offered to 
supply it with weapons, 
ammunition. equipment 
and money." said Mr. Al 
Zouabri quoted by Al 
Hayat. 

He did not identify these 
governments but said bis 
group had rchuffed the 
offers. 

The GIA, a ruthless 
organisation fighting to 


establish a purist funda- 
mentalist state in the north 
Algeria, is blamed for 
killing civilians, including 
female activists, writers, 
journalists and religious 
workers. 

It i.s also blamed for tak- 
ing Algerian civil strife into 
French streets where eight 
people were killed and 
around 170 injured by 
bombs between July and 
October last year in Paris 
and the central city of Lyon. 

Mr. Al Zouabri. dismissing 
the tide of outrage m Algeria 
following the killing of non- 
combatant civilians, said 
“there arc many religious 
proofs which make legiti- 
mate fourl bombing opera- 
tions even when there are 
civilian victims." 

He made clear there had 
been cooperation between 
Egypt's jihad (holy war) 
and Libya's combatant 
armed group and the GIA 
but it ended because of ide- 
ological in-fighting, 

“It became clear after dis- 
cussions with the combat- 
ant group that they are only 
fundamentalists on paper 
and aJI just talk... They are 
much close to the Muslim 
Brotherhood path," he said. 






help achieve socio-econom- 
ic reforms within the frame- 
work of the national pro- 
gramme drawn up to 
achieve this goal, said a 
statement carried by the 
Jordan News Agency. Petra. 

It said the committee 
endorsed the principles and 
objectives of the privatisa- 
tion process, which entails 
expanding the role of the 
private sector and freeing it 
from government interfer- 
ence. The government will 
only retain the role of a 
planning and regulatory 
authority. 

Privatisation also aims at 
securing more investments 
at the national level in a 
manner that would secure 
the participation of the 
largest possible sectors of 
society and bringing mod- 
em technology to Jordan, 
the statement said. 

At the meeting Minister 
of Post and Communi- 
cations Jamal Sarairch pre- 
sented a briefing on the 
progress in the privatisa- 
tion of the national tele- 

com-muni cations firm and 
measures and mechanism 
taken to attract a strategic 
partner to the entity. 

Officials have stressed that 
the privatisation process does 
not simply mean raising 
funds through disposing of 
government equity in state- 
owned firms but it mainly 
entails opening up the related 
spheres to the private sector. 


Lighthouse wonder 

found in Egypt 






LONDON (R) — 

Underwater archaeologists 
believe they have found the 
remains of one of the seven 
wonders of the ancient 
world — the Pharos light- 
house off the Pan of 
Alexandria, a British news- 
paper reported. They may 
also have found the Palace 
of Cleopatra, her tomb and 
the tomb of Alexander the 
Great, the Sunday times 
reported. It said the 
Egyptian government used 
a team of divers . from 
Britain and France to find 
the lighthouse and was Hy- 
ing in 200 experts from 
around the world to view 
the evidence. “This discov- 
ery is quire revolutionary. It 
will allow us to rewrire in 
detail the last days of the 
pharaohs,” it quoted Aziza 
Said, a professor of Greco- 
Roman archaeology at 
Alexandria University, as 
saying. The lighthouse, 
reputedly equipped with a 
giant mirror to reflect light 
and guide ships, collapsed 
into the harbour during an 
earthquake 600 years ago. 
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Acid attack on 
actress who rejected 
marriage 


LAHORE (AFP) — A 
leading Pakistani movie 
star Andleeb, had acid 
flung in her face in an 
attack after refusing to 
marry- family sources said 
here Sunday. The attack 
came in Sialkoi near 
Lahore, the country's film 
capital. The 26-year old 
actress, who had part of her 
face burned, has been 
admitted to a specialised 
clinic here, the sources 
said. The attackers stopped 
her- car as she was driv§|. 
home, threw acid on her 
face and disappeared, the 
sources said, adding there 
were fears that Andleeb 
might be permanently dis- 
figured. The sources said a 
wealthy man enraged by 
her refusal to marry him 
was involved and that they 
believed he had already left 
the- country. The actress 
made her mark as a heroine 
in the film world after 
starting her career in televi- 
sion. She had been working 
on 15 films. Pakistan's 
Film Industry Association 
immediately condemned 
the anack. 
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Man ends 50-hour 
joke marathon 


BOGOTA (R) — Most 
people can tell a joke or 
two. but a Colombian man 
set a personal record wi 
Saturday after telling about 
12,000 jokes on live radio 
during a gruelling 50-bnur 
marathon. Comedian 1«»c 
Ordonez, who completed 
the feat on Colombia's 
Caracol network on 
Saturday evening, said he 
did it to raise money for the 
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tens of thousands of people . f ' c ' 


made homeless by ihe 
country's guerrilla war and 
seemingly never-ending 
spiral of violence. In all 
interview early on 
Saturday, during one of his 
hourly three-minute breaks 
from the joke marathon, 
the 2K- year-old Ordonez 
quipped thar he had also 
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with a view to bus waist- 
line. since he lost about 
five kilos in the process. 
None of what Caracol itself 
billed as about 12,000 
jokes were repealed during 
Ordonez's 50-hour perfor- 
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mance beginning at 5 p.m- • iQtj 

Thursday, but he used a 
computer in the radio Ma- ,^ v 
lion's Bogota heudquaruo* 
to provide him with punch- :• Hd ; , v il- 
lines when he was feeling . ’^vJ'.^li 
especially punchy. •, S \ ^ Bat- 

Ordoncz, who bwts his , ^1 ^ ^ie. 
own TV show. «ud be in 
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